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PREFACE. 



Ths substance of the following pages was 
written amidst the delightful scenes 
which they attempt to delineate. 

^ It has, however^ been thought proper to 
^ incorporate their fitH impremons with 
^' isuljject-Biatter of a more extended cha- 
racter, in order to render the present 
volume acceptable to the general reader ; 
and; with a view to this object, no dili- 
gence has-be^i spared in collecting infw- 
mation from those sources^ whose authen- 
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ticity has already placed them high in 
public estimation. 

The leading feature of this work, ivill^ 
notwithstanding, be found in the origina- 

iity of its DESCRIPTIVE SKETCHES. HlS- 

TORY and BioaRAPHY, which, in all ages, 
have been allowed to be the most usefid 
and interesting branches of humauknow- 
ledge, have not been overlooked ; bat 
have been specially introduced, wherever 
they iBight serve to iUustrate the anti- 
quity of the country. The SKETCHES C^LIT^ 
iNo chAwaoters have been gleatted wiHi 
equ^ fidelity, frotn weU-^uthi^licated 
fact« ; tvitk a due regard io the cendUeC 
by which th^ir subjects Imve diMmgursft^ 
ed themselves as public inen: atfd, m 
these sketches, theauithor ha^ Uotsufffbi^ 
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his candour and impartiality tl> be com- 
promised by any politicAl or {Mtrty htia. 

Snch, in triitfa, ate tiie dUbdiVi^iofis of 
Ihe fbHoviriiig pia^eis: and, the atithoi* 
flatters himself this accuracy of hid infor- 
mation wiR be considei^, in adjudglbg 
their geneiral merits. Al^ ^iCTti&ESQUE 
sketches, they may not podi^ss die Vivid 
iaiagery and sublime feeling of many 
writers on similar subjects. To the tour- 
ist and the man of letters, the author, 
however, hopes his volume will prove an 
amusing and agreeable companion ; by 
contributing to relieve the ennui of a long 
journey, and in adding to the general stock 
of topographical research : and, these 
being the author's primary motives, he 
does not hesitate in relying on the libe- 
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xiUity of the pablic in jadging how far he 
has accomplifihed his purpose. 

The author has^ further^ to present his 
acknowledgments to the public, for the 
gratifying patronage which they have al«> 
ready conferred on his efforts; and^ in 
conclusion, he hopes their confidence has 
not been misplaced. 

lONDOKi MARCH 90, 18SS« 
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A 
PICTURESQUE PROMENADE 

•OOltB 

DORKINa 



Like the bee sipping fiectar from the 
choicest flowers^ man may find among 
the works of Nature an inexhaustible 
themie for inquiry and discussi<»i» The 
contemplative may glean from the com- 
bined beauties of woods and groves, 
the purling of streams, the rippling of 
brooks, and the fertility of hills and 
dales, a diversified infinity of scope for 
the indulgence of his natural predilections; 
in those successions of unsophisticated 
charms which baffle the inventions 'of 
art by their inimitable perfection. 

On a single suriirey, the soul is wells 
with inspiring. awe : imaginative fancy 
recals to our memory, the sylvans,. th«i 
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heroes, and the deities of the pastoral 
Muse, while the whole phantasmagoria 
of idea] invention becomes one hiisy 
scene of action. Sometimes we are 
wooing Nature amidst her renascent 
forms of buds and lealSets, and spangled 
meadows, presenting rich contrasts in 
their variety of colours : next comes the 
lovely luxuriance of Summer, to tempt us 
with the exquifflte productions of our gar- 
dens, and nndulatingffblds; resembling jso 
many seas .of ipromised pfentebmneas s 
then, the shady magnificence of Autumn, 
with^ all its . golden tints . and. govg^cms 
hues, to lecture us in its scenes of 
falling grandeur : aod last comes stern 
and hoary Winter^ attended by his 
chilling attributes of frosts, and snows, 
and i^torms. Thus the vast volume of 
the atm&qn is continually a-ffording .a 
compendium of every thingJhat is capable 
of awakening our faculties, and; enabling 
us to- be at once wise ami happy. £kich 
ate the institutes, of ap injSMsrutsLbki 
OniAisdence, which the base ingia^tudo 
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oF mto too often perverts by vice, in* 
fidelity, and guilt. 

No period is, however, calculated to 
awaken more interesting sensations, than 
that of the ccmmencement of day. The 
refrigerant mists are gradually unveiling 
die jsummits of the distant heights ; thj^ 
warblings of undissembled joy are reit^^* 
rating throughout the landscape, and har« 
inonizing with the ecstasy of responsive 
gratitude . The tinkling monotony of the 
sheep-bell proclaims the well-timed order 
of industry, and satirizes the enervating 
hpibits of indolence and sloth. The sun 
gilds the horizon with the refulgence of 
his rising beams ; the turmoil of rural - 
labour begins; and all nature appears 
bursting into illimitable activity. 

Such was the scene I beheld oh quitting 
the pleasant village of Leth£:rheap, on 
a fine sunny morning in — — — . I npticed 
some handsome villas contiguous to the 
road, particularly Thorncrofty the seat 
of J. Stirling, esq. ; and Elm Bank^ the 
b2 
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residence of W. S. Clarke, esq. adjoining 
\vhich is Vale House^ the property of 
T.Dickens, esq.; also GibhorCs Orove^ihe 
seat of H. Boulton, esq. Turning in from 
the road, I entered the princely domain of 
Norbury Park. \ crossed the river Mole, 
and bent my course towards the mansion 
which stands on the crest of a commanding 
eminence, but is not easily discerni- 
ble in the ascent. I frequently halted to 
admire the luxuriant clothing of the hills, 
and the beauties of the out-stretched 
Vale, which proportionally became more 
striking on my approach to the summit. 
Box-wood, which, in all seasons, lends a 
main charm to this country, in this spot 
grows in wild profusion, and, intermin- 
glfng itshii^s, gives a peculiar richness of 
effect to the whole scene. The meadow, 
beneath, is irregularly studded with full- 
grown trees, whilst its borders are wa- 
tered by the meanderings of the Mole. 
I soon reached the mansion, which is 
partly surrounded by stately and wide- 
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spreaidiDg beeches^ sheltering a fine slip 
of lawn in the front. 

Narhury Park was for some time the 
seat of William Lock, esq. whose father 
purchased it in 1764. The estate was 
iDCui.y 3^ears possessed by the ancient 
family of Stydolfe, a name well known 
in this and the adjoining counties, ever 
since the Conquest ; but which family 
declining in a female, the property eame 
into the possession of the Tryons ; from 
them it passed to Mr. Chapman, of whom 
Mr. Lock purchased the estate, with all 
its pMnorial appendages. The old 
mimsion-house stood on the lower side 
of the park, near the road ; but, being in 
a ruinous state, Mr. Lock pulled down 
the greater part of it, and erected the 
present noble mansion. 

The late Mr. Lock was both a warm 
admirer and patron of the fine arts; 
particularly in the departments of sculp*^ 
ture and painting. On completing his 
mansion, he conceived an original and 
b3 
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iilgeQt<ai9 design df uniting the gr&xnd 
amphitheatre of nature, viewed from the 
windows of his saloon, with the master- 
piece of the late Barretfs inimitaUe 
pencil. The magnificent scenery with 
which he has embellished the walls, is 
artfully managed to appear as « conti« 
nuation of the view ; introducing, in the 
western compartment, an assemblage of 
the lakes and mountains in Cumberland 
and Westmoreland; blended together^ 
and forming a landscape; expressive df 
the ixiost majestic idea of rural grandeur. 
The rude crags and distabt summit of 
^iddaw are contrasted with the pkeid 
meer below, which seems genially heati^ 
by the rays of a summer'^ setting sun, 
rendered more brilliant in efTeCt by the 
tints of a retiring storm, shadowing the 
mountain's side. — ^The ^^concf compart- 
ment presents a nearer view of immense 
rofeks. In the drfeary complexion of those 
stupendous deserts ; the sun here scarcely 
sheds a ray to cheer the gloomy scene* 



^^llfcP fifHfd^e foi^ ike^Mfd^s the 
ebiflivej^'^glass foekig so leti«to.tfae wall^ 
tliM, "vv^re it not fop the* seali appearaece 
of tlie^ keartb> itpagiiiatioii would suggest 
the eatran^e ^ an elegepQt arfaiour.-^In 
die^iir/A.' eompyrtiieeiapt thci scene is 
cohtiraedf but with the ifdacid effect of 
evbnin^ secenity i h^ire the shepherd is 
telling hi* amofocis ti^ to the attentive 
fidr OM, This scene opens to an organs 
with a %are of St. Cedilia by Cipriani 
whopainted the Ipmdscape figi^res, as did 
&Uj»n^ the catUe.— The ocean , bounded 
oil one h^nd by kt)te and ifocksy with a 
Vaoeiy of chavaieteristiQ aecon^paaiment^ 
eompl^e the y^& soenow — ^The ceiling 
tepresenta a corresponding sky^ seen 
through a circular (ureiHage^ by Pastorini; 
and the carpet resembles a new-mown 
tawq». The whole is admirably connected 
With the view from the saloon windows^ 
and calculated to convey a classical idea 
of a perfect landscape. 
<■ Mr.Locl^'dpiH/i/6i]{rooin>conseqaentiy> 
b4 
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MOD became a sttfefect of mudi convert 
aatioa aoaong the lovers of the pietn- 
lesqiie ; and has kng been the frimMn 
mobile of attraetioB, especialljr as it ia 
th^ only suceessful attempt ef the 
kind in this eountry. The numittob^ 
was also enridied with seTcval fine 
productions of scidpture : added to this 
the liberal profHrietor became proverbial 
among his visitois, lor the uniforai 
affability of his manners, in personally 
conducting them through his rooms. 

This estate contains 627 acres ; 197 
of which are occupied by parks and 
pleasure-'grounds, 124 by the woods and^ 
plantations, 60 by arable land, and 146 
by meadows, gardens, &c. The whole 
property, with its appurtenances, was 
sold by Mr« Robins, in June 1819, to 
F. Robinson, esq. for £1&,.600, without 
including the value of the timber ; aind 
was subsequently sold to E. F. Maitland, 
esq. the present proprietor. On Mr. 
Lock's family quitting i>%?r6ury, the eatata 
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remained some time unoccupied, for want 
of a purchaser, during which the house 
became out of repair, and the grounds 
were constantly exposed to die wantonness 
of many evil-disposed depredators. Mr. 
Maitland has re-stuccoed the front of the 
mansion, and endosed the park with a 
new fence, which are the only improve- 
ments made since the estate has been in . 
that gentleman's possession. A collection 
c^ several articles of household furniture^ 
together with a few paintings and busts, 
belonging to the I<ock family, ^^ere 
recently put up by auction : the respected 
name of Cipriani, however, ' attracted 
but few %x>taries ; and it seems the 
unsuccessful sale of these morcecmx 
did not much reflect on the taste and 
vtttu of the inhabitants of this district. 

The prospect from the Norbury Hills 
is indeed of the finest order. Majestic 
eminences encircle the landscape, and 
screen a track of country, interesting to 
every lover of the sublime, both from its 
B & 



10 A PROMfiNAIlB 

natural beauty aord airlifickl eMb^fadb^ 
fnents. To the north, a large expleiiiM^ 
country presents a varied and magnifieeift 
scene/ Immediately at tfiie fbtot of the 
hut is a neht fernieorn&y the only TMtige 
of the old manstDin, now used Ate a 
£etrhitng establishment; On Ae rights of 
it is MiCKLBHAM, a fevv years ^nde «on- 
fiisting of only straggling cottages;' but 
afterwards converted by weaHliierinbA- 
bitaritft into a genteel village; The 
/chiirch^ although not distinguished by its 
architecture, in more dom^lete in- the 
interior, thkn its ektei[»ioi^ induces the 
fetrangt^r to expect. The street coiMrirts 
of; some ne^t houses, chiefly obt6upi0d 
by families of ibrttme, a respeotehle inn, 
Itnd a few smaller dwellings. Several 
of the villas are sheltered from :the 
rodd by brick walls, which giv© the 
village a heavy tod uninterestitig ap« 
pearance ; but each of them possesses a 
track of pleasurerground behind, which 
is laid out with much (economy and 
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tiiteiubiess of degign. The baodsome 
Teiradenee, o& iea^ving the village, is the 
property of Sir Geo. Talbot, bart,, who 
added the noble colonDade. 

MiokLeham is skirted by Junipers-hilly 
from whose healthy and flourishing .plan*- 
tatioDs rises the elegant villa of Sir Lueas 
P^y<3> bart., a gentlemaa of great cele- 
brity in the medical world. In those 
elassioabades, Sir Lacas, nodo^bt, passes 
many peaceful hours, doubly sweet to a 
mind well stored by philoM^ical re« 
search, and refined by the higher pursuits 
of soientific knowledge. The house was 
boik by the late Mr. Ihetvid JenkinscHi^ 
the IcAtery-oontractor ; and, in digging 
for the fomdation, two human skeletons, 
a spear-head, and other, exuviae of war- 
&se, were found. The plantations were 
raised by the late Sir Cecil Bishopp, bart.^ 

* The Biaiiopps ar« dett^eeded Anom an old Saxon family 
of Sussex. Many of tbeni have tat in Parliament. Tbe 
present Lord de la Zoueh, in 1799, represented tbe borough 
ef Brttnber. In 1796 he was returned for New Shoreham^ 
a plaee once fainotis ibr eoiruption, wbicb ciroumitaBcd 
fHHodnced an extension of the elective franchise. For this 
ptfce he wasf ia 1803^ relumed withoat eppositioa, aho«t 

b6 
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Bordering on this delightful wtAte^ 
fine open downs, on the left ; and on the 
right is a tower, curiously built of flints^ 
and designed, by its founder,^ for an ob- 
servatory, or prospect-^room. This idea 
was probably suggested by the well- 
known tower on Leith^hilL 

The valley at the foot of the downs 
consists of a spacious park, in which 
stands Juniper-hcdly viz. the commodious 
mansionandofficesofThomasBroodwoqd, 
esq., the celebrated piano-forte manufac- 
turer. The house is encompassed with 
cedarst of immense growth> whose deep 
hues give an air. of sacred solemnity 
to the spot. The park is encki^d by a 
neat fence^ and abounds with many 
charming sites for meditation and retire- 
ment Across the paddock, opposite, 
■' " ■ ■ ^ _ 

\vhich time he becaiMe a claimant for the very old aad dor- 
mant peerage of De-la-Zouch, which, after a long and ardn- 
oos struggle, he obtained. His aoQestors received IIm title 
ef Baronet from James II. 

* T. Broadwood, Esq. 
i These trees are said to be of the fineat gro^rtfa in £ngf 
land» Their sombre foliage, combined with the solitary 
beaaty of the park, may be said to bring into recollection 
the hallowed groves of ooce-famed Ubummk 
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nhniper^hall, is Eredley-farm, the de- 
ligfatftil retreat of Kichard Sharpe, esq« 
*he late member for Port-Arlington, 
in which station he displayed great 
patriotism and erudition in the popular 
cause. 

The next object in the chain, is Box* 
MK, \^hose chalky steeps, chequered with 
its native evergreen, and thick clumps, 
i<esemMing so many sequestered arbours, 
contribute much to the sublimity and pic- 
taresi]ue beauty of the scene. Box^hill 
is succeeded by Brockham'^hilli on the 
erest of which is the neat residence of 
MiM^kley Browne, esq. The range be- 
yond Brockham'hill presents little more 
tban a bare mountain-like appearance. 
The vale, or intermediate space, is filled 
up widi the rough and woody track of 
SMmesdcUey teemihg with all the historic 
retQiaisGences of olden times : successions 
of retired hamlets, extensive parks, fields, 
and well-wooded pleasure-grounds ; and 
the town of Dorking and its neighbour- 
1 
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hoody thiddy vtiidded with handsonke 
iieats AudTiBas: the whole extondingfrom 
thebce to MiCkleham, and formiDg a 
coup-'Cpml of unparalleled riohness and 
grandeur. 

I stood musing on the fascinatingseene, 
"^hich sucoessi vely prompted the liveliest 
associations of rural industry and happi- 
ness. Inlhim who wisely appreciates ^e 
isweets of a country life, the most ding-* 
ing ideas are awakened by the contem- 
platbn of so glorious a scene ; and eren 
the masterpieces of a Ckude, a Poussin, 
or a rBarrett/ almost sink into insigni- 
ficance, when compared' with die channs 
of a ricilly-cfeiltivat^d landscape. Ftekls, 
hiUs,yilla8, spiry vBlages, and farm-houses, 
ciiowdon the view, and create more 
'brilHuntyofihotigM^ than art widi all her 
gaudy trappings coidd invent. Contrast 
oadisombination succeed «ach other with 
iabcmceiiKable viridity, and the eye lingers 
im the sevwol objects, while the descrip- 
tive j^ower of the pen is lost in tibeir ex- 
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.hwi^tleM Yckriety j^-^sobjects Worthy of the 
more exalted , lays of Byron^ ScoTt, 
'Campbell, Southby^ or ModrI:; 

PesodBdibg frotn the lawn through fhll- 
gnwn bdech-woodS) numerous wdks in- 
torsect tte dell^ the eye occasionally foui'st- 
4ng on the prospect beneath. The re- 
makxs of: a decayed green-house, some 
old rustic seats/ and ia few traces of trod- 
den^down parterres/ Were evident marks 
of Wofol neglect, indicating that this spot 
had&rmerly been a favourite resort ; und, 
eonsequ^tly/ that more pains had onci3 
be^n bestowed on keeping it in order. I , 
mndi regt^ed tofind so delightful a site 
co«npfetely neglected, and suffered to re- 
wmn unnoticed. How soon, and at how 
trifling an expence, might a material 
change be effected. A pair c^ish^rs would 
lop off the luxuriating twigs which shoot 
forth and even render the access diffi- 
cult. A few hours' labour would clear 
away the raM>ish which disgraces the 
spot, and thus a fine site would be pre- 
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pared for the erection of a tasteful edifice^ 
to be occasionally used as a reading or 
prospect room. Surely the proprietor 
. would be happier in adding to the enjoy- 
ment of well-disposed visitants than in 
seeing his property thus become a mere 
.wilderness. Certain regulations and re- 
strictions might be contrived to exclude 
the idle and ill-disposed from partici* 
pation in such privileges ; and, in cases 
of detection, to bring them to exemplary 
punishment. Is it not grievous to re* 
fleet, that, on account of the mischievous 
frolics of a few wanton urchins, an estate 
of 527 acres in extent should be denied 
public inspection ; and that notice-boards 
should threaten us with frivolous prose«- 
cutions for every instance in which we 
might be tempted to deviate from the 
accustomed path? Doubtless, these mea« 
sures were originally devised for the cor- 
rection of malicious depredators ; and not 
for the indiscriminate exclusion of ra- 
tional visitors, wlio have, ever, been far 
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from abusing pablic-spirited liberality, 
by such mean and pitiful acts. 

I found the dell possessed severed re- 
tired haunts, which made me still more 
i^oncerned for their wild and neglected 
state. A small green wicket opened 
to a narrow walk of singular beauty, 
overhung by trees, which, uniting at 
the top, formed an arch of thick foliage. 
I rambled through these cool retreats, 
amusing myself with exploring their 
several windings, and enjoying the unhi- 
terrupted tranquillity of their shady nooks. 
The effect of such scenery on great 
minds is always truly imposing and im- 
pressive. In the hospitable mansion, and 
the delightful rides and walks of Norbury 
Park, Royalty has often found a happy 
asylum, when the factions of party-spirit 
and private pique inflicted irreparable 
inroads on conjugal and domestic com- 
fort. Poetry has likewise availed herself 
of so noble a theme, and distinguished 
the taste and courtesy of its former 
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proprie^tor in lines of aaGomaion ielicitj 
of expression.* 

On the borders of Norbury Patk is 
CamiUa Lacy^ the property of Thom8«s 
Hudson, esq. The house was built by Mr. 
Lock for his friend Gen. d'Arblay, who 
served under Louis xvi.^and, subsequeirt 
tohisflightfromFrance^paarried MissBur- 
ney, the aul^oressof Camilla, from which 
work this seat took its name. Here she re- 
sided for sopieatime, upon intimate terms 

* Souneiio William Lock, esq,, written at Norhury 
Pm%, ^i9'beaiitifol«ountr}«3ettt. — J786. 

FMrApri^eoC^cioDce, andln Aft6 r^ved, 
Itiat Leisured path Adorn f enraptor^d «till 
The living models view, that Grecian skill 
Dj^ew from that ieaiitg of the,peif0ot Mind, 
Whose breath to Nattire every form a9Si|i|;n*d 
Of captivating frace ! The pictare fill 
With glowing huea— or dress the waving hill 
In Fancy's robe ; that now the toach may find 
(So light the hand,) that in tlie fairy «cene 
EnamonrM stray, as by a wood-nymph led 
With m using thought. Bat envied be the great 
l^Ipriffg Goodne^s.by the world Qoseen, 
Whose boanty goards from want the rastle shed. 
And silent hails thee in the village biessM. 

Hardktgf^ msc9ll9meou$ JTwrkt^ wLVl. 

Mr. 'Gilpin's Poem on Landscape Painting, likewise, 
oomtaiiis the following eulogy : 



i-If taste, correct and pare. 



Grounded on pracHee ; or, what more avails 
Than practice, observation Justly formM 
Of Nature^ beit exunplet and effects. 
Approve thy landscape i if tndicious Lock 
<See not an error he would wish remov*d ; 
Then boldly deem tbyself the heir of fiMse^ 
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with Mr. Lock and' bis family. Amoag^ 
the many laudable estertiond of Madanie 
d'Arblay, ought to be mentioned het 
ep-bperation with the Misses Lock in the 
benevolent occupation of manufactuKng 
fa&ey articles, such as card-caseSy pin^ 
€fishtons, ioork'boa:es, S^'c. which w6re 
annuaUy sold at Letkerhead Fair, and 
the money appropriated to charitable 
purposes. The Misses Look attended 
personally in a booth at the fair, which 
•wte for mi^ny y^ars well-attended by the 
most ri^spectable families in the neigh* 
bourhood. Ldn^Unes of carriages migl]^ 
•be ge^n there ; and, on that daiy, the 
}r<^ was geUeraHy throng€(d with vehicles, 
and many hilndreds of pedestrians : but, 
sidce tlie departure of these amiable 
beaefactresses^ this festival has much 
declined, both in extent and respecta* 
bility; 

Fro)n the family of MriLock, Madame 
d'Arjiday is supposed to have taken th6 
mt)d^$ of tb^ f^barilcterrs, which she bat^ 
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SO ably displayed in the pages of Camiihf. 
that masterpiece of her novels. Her morn^ 
ing hours were usually dedicated to the 
composition of the " Picture of Youth ;" 
which affords many instructive beacons 
to the tender novice, and furnishes him 
with those axioms^ by which he may 
not only evade the daggers that beset 
him, but likewise secure the road to ease 
and honorable independence. 

CVm^/tit, possessing strong recommendr 
ations in its leading characters being 
sketched from so estimable a circle, was 
crowned with success, hitherto unprece- 
dented in the annals of novel-writing ; 
and so highly did its distinguished 
authoress rank in public favour, that 
every circulating library had either her 
Evelina^ Cecilia^ or Camilla ; while aH 
these frequently possessed a place on the 
book-shelves of the wealthier classes. 
The long subscription-rlist prefixed to the 
last of these works will best prove the 
high repute in which Madame d'Arblay 
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istood at that time. She continued to 
reside at thiscottage^ after the publication 
of Camilla^ until she quitted England, 
in compaiiy with her virtuous husband, 
for the continent. 

Madame d'Arblay has long enjoyed 
die best literary society of her time. 
Among her earlier acquaintance were 
I)r. Johnson, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and 
Bdmund Burke. On several occasions 
she was honoured by the royal notice^ 
by which means she became appointed to 
a lucrative office in the establishment. 
The scenes and pursuits of high life did 
not, however, accord with the taste or 
constitution of the then Miss Burney; 
and, grateful for the liberality and 
condescension of her patroness, she soon 
resigned her situation, and exchanged 
the gaiety of a court for the more pure 
and lasting joys of rural retirement. 

As an authoress, Madame d'Arblay 
has taken the celebrated Richardson for 
her model, by making fiction a teacher 
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of truth : in this beneficial labour she {$ 
assisted by Augustus La Fontaine^ Ma^. 
dame de GenliSy Miss Edgeworthy Mrs. 
West, and several more of our ingenious 
countrywomen, who are equally entitled 
to patronage and esteem. In the supe* 
rior talents of Miss S. H. Burney, the 
sister of Madame d'Arblay, the reading 
circles have long found an extensive 
ifund of refined amusement, in novels 
of the higher order of composition, and 
which have proved a considerable source 
of. emolument to our fair authoress. 

Camilla Lacy has been much enlarged, 
and has undergone many improvement's 
by its respective occupants. Its present 
proprietor has done much towards a 
judicious disposalofthe pleasure-grounds, 
und the exterior embellishment and 
internal comforts of the villa. 

Adjoining the grounds of Camilla 
Lacy, is Timberden, the tasteful cottage- 
omee of Mrs. Bolton, eligibly placed on 
a knoll, and commanding picturesque 



^ws in Qvery direction. It is built in 
the true rustic ^tyje, (partly thatchedy^ 
and -was formerly an ordinary cottage; 
but, having been altered with much taste 
and expense, it forms a pleasing object 
in the landscape, viewed from the i$urr* 
rounding eminences. The front, looking 
tow«rds Box Hill, is screened by a 
(^rubbery, enclosed with.neat .palisades. 
The back Js fitted up with a vifanda, 
eommuBJcating with a small flower- 
garden, etnd, from its windows, pos- 
aesses a fine view of the Norbury Jlills. 

< Besides Timberden^We$thumble-street 
contains a neat .cottage* long occupied 
by Jerenuah^Dyson,. esq. late deputy-clerk 
of^the House of .Gommons. ,Here he 
oecask>nally retired from the fatigues of 
his arduous offiee, and enjoyed the best 
i^oeiety in the neighbourhood. To the 
literary * exertions of Mr. Dyson, the 
gentry of this part are peculiarly indebted 
for the> fmmation of their book-society, • 
^hishis jaow one. of the best regulated 
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establishments in the county, and in<« 
eludes in its list nearly every family of 
distinction in and near Dorking. 

To the active benevolence of Mr. D. 
and his family, the peasantry of TVesU 
humble will long bear testimony. Alter* 
Bately employed in visiting their cottages, 
they not only afforded them temporary 
assistance, but, with their sympathy 
and consolation, inculcated many useful 
and important lessons. It is but justice to 
add, that, in these charitable acts, Mr. D. 
vras warmly seconded by^the other gentry 
of the hamlet, which can be traced in 
their unostensive methods of diffusing 
the first rudiments of education among 
the junior branches, and in the judicious 
circulation of moral instruction amoc^ 
the heads of poor families. Westkumbk 
Cottage is now occupied by E. Daniells, 
esq. an eminent barrister of Lincoln's 
Inn. 

fVesthumble'Sfreet communicates with 
the high road opposite Burford^gaief 
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leading, by a haDdsome 8weep, to the 
neat residence of Mrs. George Barclay.* 
Perhaps no place can furnish a more 
unique picture of rural elegance, than that 
which this enchanting spot presents. The 
cottage opens on a rich carpet of verdure> 
while groupes of cattle feeding in its do-^ 
main give it the character of a pastoral 
landscape. The borders are washed by 
4he Mole, and on the bank is a neatly- 
trimmed path, communicating by wooden 
bridges with several romantic walks on 
Box-Hill, which, with its venerable 
heights, shelters the whole estate. Mr. 
Eckersale, to whom this property be-^ 
longed in 1786, planted a part of it with 
choice exotics, and planned several 
winding walks* Here, ^Iso, he erecteii 
a votive pedestal and urn, to the 
memory of the poet Shenstonjs, this 

* G. ]^ar€lay^ Esq. late M.P^ for Brldport, was well 

known as an active magistrate in this county. He died 

in a fit of apoplexy, in 1819, and was buried at Mic« 

klebam* ' >' * 

C 
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former of which bore the following ap- 
propriate inscription : 

D. M* s. 

Gulielmus 
Sbenstone 
D. D. I. E. 

To tbe bard of Leasowe's grove, 

Tears of silent tribute lend ; 
Scenes like these he lov'd to rove, 

Nftt4ire*s to tbe Muses friend. 

Tfao' no more the path be guides. 
Through tbe deli's embowering shade, 

Still his spirit there presides, 
Still bis urn shall deck the glade. 

r turned down a pleasant lane en tbe 
left, in which are the respective boun- 
daries of the Burford estate and the 
Grove. The road led me to the brink 
of the river, which is frequently so shal- 
low in this part, as to admit of. crossing 
with little difficulty. The grounds of 
the Grove slope by a grassy bank to 
th^ river, in which is a small waterfkll ; 
and Che neat and cultivated aspect on 
the one side, presents a strong contrast 
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with the wild luxuriance at the foot of 
the hill, on the other. 

The residence, so far from being an 
important structure, is a curious .thatched 
cottage, situated in a dell, and almost 
entirely obscured from view, by the massy 
foliage of the trees, which embosom it 
on every side. Mr. Reeves, the original 
projector, spent much of his time in 
improving this spot Here he formed 9> 
sequestered hermitage, and sever^Kcii;- 
cuitous walks, in which he contrived to 
introduce tablets of moral rhymes, equally 
happy in the sweetness of their versiGca- 
iion, as in the tact of their genegral 
appropriation ; among these lare the 
following lines, written by Mrs. Knowtes, 
wife of the late Dn K. : 

Come, gentle wand'rcr !-~sil and r^aU^ 
No more the winding maze pursue ; 

Art thou of solitude in qucitt ? 
Pause here and take the solemn view. ' 

Behold. this spiiit-Oalming- vale ! 

Ilere stillness reigns— 'tis stillness all ; 
Unless is heard some warbling tale, 
- Or distant sound «f watorraii. 

c2 
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The letterM stone, the Gothic gate^ 

The hermit's long^ forsaken cell. 
Warn thee of thj ftpproaching fate : 

O fear to die— noi living well. 

Bat, if in virtue thoo increase 
Tbou'itbea^ life's ill, nor fear to (lie; 

Then every breeze will waft thee peace. 
And foretaste sweet of promisMjoj. 

M.K. 1782. 

These agreeable sentimentalities were 
affixed to 'Gothic gates, and ornamental 
seats and summer-houses. Several of the 
inscriptions were copied from Denbies. 
The grounds communicate with the road 
by a gre^fti^iu ted lattice-gate; the whole 
are (economically arranged, and abound 
with unceasing variety, although occu.^ 
pying but a small space. Notwith- 
standing all these attractions, the Grove 
has fallen into the hands of severaV^new 
proprietors during a few years. It was for 
some time occupied by the Marquis of 
Wellesley ; after which it came into the 
possession of Zadig Levin, esq. who 
disposed t)f it to the present proprietor, 
W. Skillington, esq. SincQ tjiat period, 
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it has occasionally been occupied by fa- 
milies of distinction, but merely as a 
summer retreat. Mr. Skillington has 
long contemplated the erection of a villa 
on a more favourable site than that of 
the old one ; which design, if carried into 
execution, would greatly, tend to enhance 
the property in public estimation, and 
consequently ensure it a longer tenure- 
Mr. Skillington resides in the small neat 
cottage, at the corner of the Grove. 
' Contiguous to this estate is the 
modem cottage - resideno6 of * l^i Wi 
Sittg<rr, esq. known in the literary world 
as the -author of a cttrioud andfeiiter-^ 
taining work, entitled "Researches intd 
the History of Playing Cards,'' &c.i and 
as the editor of the latd Mr. Sjpence's 
piquant anecdotes of Pope and his eon- 
temporaries. The front of the residence 
looks towards Box-Hill, and the whole 
forms a well-ehosen retirement for a 
man of letters. In the spacious meadow 
adjoining^ is a classically-elegimt Gothic 
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villa, built by Mr. Skillingtdn, atid now 
in the occupation of J. Savage, esq. 

I retarned through the lane, and di^^ 
rected my steps towards Devdnes^ the 
seat of William Joseph Denisonj -esq^ 
M» p. The approach is by a fine sweep 
of road, recently made at the private 
expense of this gentleman. By taking a 
circuitous route, the acclivity is consi^ 
derably lessened ; and, besides being a 
valuable acquisition to the estate^ this 
road bids fair to rival its oppOiiite 
neighbour, in aflSdrding some of the 
finest views of the fascinating Ituidseape, 
from which it gradually risei^. Part <^' 
the line is already pleated with trees oil 
each side ; and, fVom the uniform iiberblity 
of its proprietor, We taay venture to ex* 
pect, that, ere lonf , we shall be gratified 
in seeing it become a popular prontenade. 
The road passes a beautiful terrace-w&Jk; 
backed by a bushy wall of verdure, 
and leads by a noble tarriage-drive W 
the portico of the mansion. 

The house, a modern stuccoed edifice, 
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was bailt by the late Mr. Jonathan Tyers,* 
an ingeniouis and eccentric gentleman^ to 
whom we are indebted for the establish* 
men t of Vauxhall Gardens .f At Denbies 
he pasised much of his time in planning se- 
veral theatrical allusions and devices, and 
in rendering, this spot a perfect, contrast 
to the bewitching routine of gaiety and 
merrio^nt^ with which he electrified his 
metropolitan votaries. The anomaly is 
said to have been conducted witii strict 
adherence to ^ that effect. Here every 
object tended to impress the mind, with 
grave contemplation, and led to a con^ 
viction,of the frivolity of the celebrated 
resort at Vauxhall, then in the zenith of 
its siLccess. 

* This residence was an obscure farm house in Mr. 
Tyers'ft time, but it has been successively altered by itik 
respective occupiers. 

f Mr. Tyers took a lease of these premises in 1730, and 
opened them with an advertisement of a' Ridotto al 
Frtsca. The novelty of this term attracted great num- 
bers, and Mr. T.'s success induced him to open the gar* 
dens every evening during summer. They are now un- 
der the direction of Mr. Barrett, son of Bryant Barrett, 
Esq. who married the grand-daughter of Mr. Tyers. 
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The prinerpal scene was a wood of 
eight acres, denomitiated Jl Pienserosa^ 
where he coDtrived to represent, in 
terrific similitude, the "Valley of the 
Shadow of Death." Here, instead of 
protracted vistas of festive lamps, with 
their matchless reflection, and long 
rows of boxes containing groupes of lively 
gallantry, was the stillness of the mazy 
walk l-^Instead of the choral ordbestra, 
— a small temple, on which were nu- 
merous inscriptions, calculated to pro- 
duce the most gloomy effect on their 
reader.-^Ihstead of captivating glees, 
airs, and ballads, and the heavenly har- 
mony of instruments^ — the monotonous 
sola of a dock (concealed from view) 
broke the solemn silence at the end of 
every minute, and, forcibly proclaiming 
the rapid march of Time, served as 
a memento of its vast importance.— 
InsteStd of the spacious rotunda, saloons^ 
and piazzas, — a dismal alcove, m which 
were some curious paintings by HaymaUy 
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partioularly the dying Christian and the 
unbeliever y and a statue of Truth tracbp- 
ling on a mask, directed the attention 
to those awful objects* 

At the tefDftination of a walk were 
two elegantly-carved pedestals with two 
human scuHs^ each of which addres^d 
the male and female visitant. ^^ 
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Blush not, ye fair, to own me ! — but be wise, 
Nor turn from sad mortality your eyes ; . 
PaDHi says (and Fame alone can tell how true) 
I— once — was lovely, and belov'd--Iike you,. 
Where are ray yot'ries, wliere my flatterers now ? 
Fled with tlje subject of each lover's row- 
Adleu the roses red,, and lilies white ;; 
Adieu those^eyes, that made the darkness light; 
No more, alas ! those coral lips are seen. 
Nor longier breathes the fragrant gale between. 
Turn from your mirror, and behold in me. 
At once what thousands can't or dare not see. 
C & 
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Unvarnisiril, I the real trutli impart, 
Nor here am plac'd, but to direct the heart. 
Survey mo well , ye foir ones, arid believe, 
Tka grave may terriCy, but can't deceive. 
On beauty's fragile state no more depend ; 
Here youth and pleasnre, age and sorrow end. 
Here <lvops the mask, here shuts the Bnat scene, 
'Nor differs grave three-score from gay fifteen. 
All press alike to the same goal — the tomb, 
Where vrriuklcd Laura smiles at Chloe's bloom : 
When coxcombs flatter, and when fools adore. 
Here learn the lesson, to be vain no more. 
Yet virtne still against decay can arm, 
And even lend mortality a charm. 



- ■ ■^4**^ ^"il^K^' 
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THE GENTLEMAN S 




Why slait ? — the case is yours— oi will be soon j 
Some years, perhaps — perhaps another moon; 
Life, at iis utmost length, is still a breath. 
And those who longest dream, must wak.' in death. 
Like yon, I once thought tvery bliss secure. 
And gold, of evVy ill, the certain cure ; 
Till steepM in sorrow, and besieged with pain, 
Too late, I found all earthly riches vain ; 
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DiieMe, with leoni, threw back the lordid fee, 
Add D^ath still answered, what ii gold to me t 
Fame, titles, honoara, next I vainly sought ; 
And fools obsequious nurs'd tb^ childish tliought. 
Circled with brib'd appfouso and purchasM praise, 
I built on endless grandeur, endless days ; 
Tfll death awoke me from my dream of pride. 
And laid a prouder beggar by my side. 
Pleasure I courted, and obeyed my taste. 
The. banquet smil'd, and smil'd the gay repast; 
A loathsome carcase was my coustant care, 
And worlds were ransacked,, but for me to slinre. 
Gh> on f'ainman, to luxury be firm, 
Yet kHoW'-I feasted but to feast a worm! 
Already, sure, less terrible I seem ; 
And you^ like me, shall own— that life's a dream. 
Farewell! remember I nor my words despise — 
The only happy are the only wise. \^ 

Such eccentric imageries, wrdught up 
^s irrefragable appeals to the dissolute 
debauchee, might iovm a persuasiv^e 
PENFTENTiARY, and Urge the necessity of 
amendment with better eSect than all the 
farcical frenzies of mere formalists and 
fiwatics. They wqtc, however, entirely 
removed by the Hon. Peter King, who, 
on the death of Mr. Tyers, in 1767, 
c6 
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purchased the estate, which, in 1781, 
he disposed of to James Whyte, Esq. 
By the latter gentleman it was sold, 
in 1787, to Joseph Deni^on, Esq., the 
father of the present proprietor. 

Mr. Denison has expended considera- 
ble sums in enlarging and improving the 
residence, and making the establishment 
of the completest order. The gardens, 
which are very extensive, are well 
plann^, under the superintendence of a 
iscienti^c and experienced horticulturist ; 
and, indeed, the whole, estate exhibits 
continued proofs of the superior capabi* 
lities of this gentleman, and reflects higli 
credit on the department he so ably siis- 
tains. The house is surrounded, in fronijP 
by a pleasant lawjl^ iaterspersedv.wiitfr 
parterres of flowers,; and clumps ©f 
shrubs and evergreens^ ^i r// ^iv:. ! .^ v 

As a gentleman of the -"strictest 
honour and integrity, in his commer- 
cial negociations, Mr« Denison ranks 
high in the mercantile world. It was* 
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not, however, until the general election 
of 1818, that Mr. D, became, what 
may be termed, a public character. A 
requisition bfeing presented to him, 
signed by the leading political cha- 
racters, Mr. D. became a candidate for 
the representation of the county of 
Surrey in parliament, and was returned 
without opposition ; and, no new candi- 
date appearing in 1820, Mr, D. and 
his colleague were, of course, re-elected. 
In his parliamentary career, Mr. Deni^ 
son has maintained a clear and consistent 
course,^ by supporting every motion to 
preserve the rights of the people from 
the encroachments of unjust power : and, 
although not distinguished in the ardour 
of debate, his nai4l will generally be 
found in the lists of those inflexible and 
conscientious advocates for constitutional 
liberty, whose probity and vigilance will 
long shine in the records of parliament- 
ary history. As a proof of Mr. D.'s 
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popularity, k may be worthy of notice, 
that, on canvassing the county, the hun- 
dred of Wotton almost unanimously de* 
clared in his favour ; and, by the inflex- 
ibility of his political professions, he 
has done high honour to the exalted 
station, to vi^hich his individual merits, as 
much as his popular public principles, 
so justly entitle him. 

In private life, Mr. Denison is equaJty 
beloved and esteemed for the unaffected 
pleasantry of his general deportment. In 
all benevolent undertakings, he evinces 
that tender sympathy for the sufferings of 
his feUow-creatures, which forms so admi- 
rable a trait in the character of the patriot 
and philanthropist. In patronizing the 
many laudable insttAtions of this neigh*- 
bourhood, as well as of his country at 
hirge, his zeal is unabated ; and, for 
innumerable unostentatious acts of private 
munificence, his worth will long continue 
to be £^preciated. 



ROUND DORKINa. 39 

A^oiniugDenhies is RanmerCommony 
from the highest point of which, I dis-% 
cemed the dome and pinnacles of St^ 
Paul's Cathedral and Westminster Ab^^y, 
at a distance of 25 miles ; and the royal 
heights of Windsor,, towering in the 
horizon of the beautiful panoramic land-^ 
scape. The common is besprinkled with 
cottages, occupied by the labouring 
poor, with their well-cropped gardens 
and all the unpretending humility of 
cheerful contentment. From hence the 
common extends several miles, over 
which is^ a delightful ride towards 
Guildford, on the ridge of a range c^ 
chalk hills, commanding views of a fine 
scope of country on all sides. 

At a short distanc^H^e the stately beech- 
woods of Po/^^e/e?}, fornierly the retreat of 
the illustrious Sheridan, who, after cap- 
tivating his admiring countrymen by the 
brilliancy of his wit and eloquence, 
occasionally retired here, and enjoyed 
the private society of a few select con- 
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temporaries.* Amidst the groves and 
walks of this sequestered spot, he passed 
the happy intervals of public life, awhile 
forgetting the angry invectives of party, 
in affording the world successive speci- 
mens of his prolific genius. This pro- 
perty is now in the possession of Richard 
Bonsor, esq. who has built a new resi- 
deuce, and has otherwise considerably 
improved the estate. Beyond PoUsden 
are the full-grown woods of Eetcham 
Park^ embosoming the fine seat of W. A. 
Hankey, esq., an opulent banker of the 
metropolis.' 

After wandering through the wood, 
which had once been the scene of Mr. 
Tyers's ingenuity, I returned to Denbies ; 
and,, resting myself #h a rustic fence, at 
the extremity of the lawn, I took a 
complete survey of the subjacent valley. 

* On Mr. Sheridan's marriage witiDthe ^ouDgest. 
ilaoghter of tlie late Dr. Newton Ogle^ this estate Was^ 
purchased, chiefljK' with her fortune. 

Annual Biography, 1817. 
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In the descent, I noticed some trenien- 
dous precipicies and chalk-pits, which are 
continually wrought, and afford a lime 
much esteemed by builders, for its pro- 
perty of hardening under water. 

This extensi^'e establishment, which for 
some yearspast has furnished employment 
for a considerable number of the poor, has 
materially suffered by an influx of com- 
petitors5 and a variety of other means, 
which have greatly tended to depreciate 
the article in the^ market. The building^' 
mania in and near London continued to 
support an active, and, probably, a lu- 
crative concern, the demands being very 
rapid, and the profits fully adequate to 
the expectations of those who embarked 
in the undertaking. If^he ordinary mode 
of traffic consisted in sending the lime by 
teams to London, and sometimes to King- 
ston from whence it was conveyed by 
barges. The teams and barges were loaded 
back with coals,' and thus a kkid of barter 
was kept up between the parties. The lime- 
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merchnnt^coiiBeqiiently, became alisoB coal- 
merchant, and a flourishing trade was car- 
ried, on. Thb, howjEfver, was not of long 
duration ; some of the principal consumers 
of the article, in die metropolis, purchased 
aa e^te in the county of Kent, capable 
of producing chalk, which they esteemed 
equal to that dug here. Added to tfais^ 
the Ume*mama infected the speculatists of 
DorJctng as much as the Imildmg-'mSoauim 
did* those of London ;-^a strong contest 
ensued'-T^the demand, soon deereaseii-^ 
the ordinary evik of opposition:, snc^e^ 
Meded — the article fell in general esti^ 
matioii-r^aaid the wltole coneetn saffered. 
a severe shock* Notwithstanding thera 
adverse circumstances, the traffic is. still 
considerable, although distributed in 
more hands. The original establishment 
below Denbies is by far the most exteii-« 
sive^ and has immense kilns, and accom«^ 
modations for carrying on an important 
trade^ ^ 
The most prominent object in the pros-* 
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po^t from this magnificent hiU is the 
Uncn of Dorking^ surrounded by hand- 
sooie YUas and genteel cottage^residences» 
At the back of the principal street is the 
parish-^ohttrch, suggesting a very correct 
idea^ of the inj^idicious arrangeiii0nt of 
its interior. Besides Dorking, almost all 
the places sew fronti Norbury are com- 
pcised in the view from Denbies, and 
which may, perhaps, be said to rival 
the fortoer hills, ip the beauty and variety 
of the scenery viewed from its summit.. 

While surveying the mansions of is$>Iai'< 
dour and affluence which embellish: the 
face of this country, and contrasting^ 
theOi with the humble cottages in. the 
same scene> I employed myself in forimng 
a comparative estimate aa to the respec-. 
tive fbrtmies of their inmates. ^^ Luamry 
i» the Stoeetenett of life,'' and, without its 
fortuitous aid, the incessant perpleicities 
of the wotld would work on our sensibi- 
liti^ with redoubled effect Contetit- 
ment is alike the main prop of human 
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happiness, and which, although it pan^' 
not be claimed as the exclusive right of 
wealth, must totally depend on the ap- 
propriation of the means we possess. 
Daily observation and experience prove 
to Us, that the life of the man of 
£50,000 per annum must not be taken 
as a true criterion of real happiness. 

Wealth is rather the glare aild tinsel of 
l^ttxury, than the specific means of adding' 
to main comforts. Thus, rank and fortune 
impose upon their possessors the obser^ 
vance of certain restrictions, which reduce 
their lives to a mere series of ceremonious 
formality, to the utter exclusion of all 
solid enjoyment. Croisus, the Lydiaisb 
monarch, confessed the veracity of the 
Spartan maxim, ^^ that poverty was ahap^ 
pier state than richea^^ in an expiatory 
ejaculation^ when on the funeral pile^ 
before the relenting Conqueror. Thus,^ 
thrones become playthings in the hand» 
of fate, and lineage may soon be extirpated 
by the^i of death ; and, however great 
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may be the disparity, philosophy still 
defines the precept to the meanest of 
tnankind, and adapts it to the ultimate 
reformation of their follies aiid mis^ 
deeds. 

Here I saw buildings of evQry order ; 
from the thatched roof, and sim[dy-ele- 
gant villa, to the substantial brick man- 
sion, with its contingent offices ; and 
each of theni placed in a suitable lawn, 
ipark, or court, intersected with gravelled 
^^hs or drives^ I. could .not help re- 
t^arking what contemptible huts mKist 
have been the dwellings of our fore- 
fathers, with their moveable windows, 
and furniture, which, in this age, a pea- 
sant would scarcely own : how miserable 
must have been the cottages of single 
rooms without stories or chimneys, and 
how incompetent to the methodical ar- 
rangement of a farm-house of th^ present 
day. What wretched tenements must 
have been the habitations, of those who, 
in the time of Edward I. , were thought 
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rich with £30 per annum. The usual 
simplicity of those times wiH, however, 
account for many seemiag improbabili- 
-ties. In the reigns of Edward L and 
Henry IV. the people possessed no foreign 
luxuries ; employed no male servants ; 
■and even the knight, with all his chival- 
rous exploits, was looked upon as ex- 
tremely rich with £160 per annum. The 
expense of college was £5 ; a counsellor's 
fee 98. 8d.y and 4rf. for his dinner ! 
-Needle-work was also confined to ladies 
of superior rank untile the 15th or 16th 
centuries. Every branch of expenditiire 
has consequently been regulated by the 
refinements and superfluities which have 
been successively introduced into oivi- 
lized life : as they have brought pleasure, 
they have tinctured its enjoyment with 
pain ; and thus, amidst all our perfection, 
we may be almost tempted to look back 
on fhe chronicles of our ancestors,, and 
envy them in their woods and caves, and 
painted skins,* and^e various character- 
istics of savage life. 
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I descended the hill by a steep chalky 
road, and, wishing to avail myself of a 
visit to the town of Dorking, I turned ^iF 
to tlie left. The street, although narrow, 
contains several substantial dwelling- 
houses, built with more regard to com- 
fort, than to mere external elegance. 
On the left side is a , gate, leading to 
West-Street chiapel; and at a short distance 
beyond it, on the opposite side, is a small 
meeting-house, belonging to the Society 
of Friends. 

This road leads into the High-street of 
the town, which at once bespeaks Uie 
inaportance and respectability of its in- 
habitants. At the left corner is an 
extensive range of building, formerly 
known as the King's Mead Inn. The 
accommodations of this vast establishment 
were once on the completest scale ; and, 
at that period, it was noted for serving 
up water '^simseyy a delicate fish, in great 
tepute among the bon^vivants of the town. 

Concerts, balls, evening parties, and 
4 
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convivial meetiogs, alternately filled itd 
spacious and commodious rooms with 
crowds of company ; and hence became 
the focus of public amusement, no less 
' celebrated, in its time, than the most 
fashionable of our metropolitan resorts* 
This establishment, . how.ever, declined 
with the liberality of the age, and the pre- 
mises were partly let off and converted 
into shops, and partly occupied by poor 
families. A long room was reserved 
by the proprietor, which was occasionally 
let to companies of players ; and thus the 
spirit of mirth which once reigned within 
its walls, became momentarily revived. 
Theatricals, at length, not meeting with 
their due encouragement, the room was^ 
subdivided, in which state it is now oc- 
cupied. 

The streets of the town were well- 
paved in the years 1817- 18, before which 
time their imperfect state was a subject 
of general animadversion. The expense 
of paying, although of itself A formidable 
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obstacle to the undertaking, was speedily 
overcome by committees of public-^spi* 
rited gentlemen, to whom too mnch 
credit cannot be given for so material an 
embellishment to the town. The Lighting 
of the streets was the next object of 
concern with the individuals from whom 
the project of Paring h^ emanated ; and, 
after much exertion, this addition wae 
made in a style by no means disreputable 
to any city in the empire. 

Some idea may be formed of the ex» 
{)ense8 of these embellishments from the 
amount of the biUs for paving and light- 
ing the south side of the town ; the former 
being £317, aj;id ^he latter £63, for the 
lamps, &c. besides the annual charge for 
lighting. The practicability of this 
scheme could only be supported by the 
diligence and activity of the parties ; and 
4he above line being completed, proved a 
«th>ng inducement for similar exertionit 
in the other districts of th^ town. 

These public improvements hav^ excl- 

D 
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ted a correspQDdeni activity among^thife in* 
dividjoals themselvea* SeyeTjsd <Ad houc^ 
have been puUed down, aikd new oiies 
emoted ; others have been ref routed; wki-^ 
dows have been throvra out with inej^eas'* 
iag diligence ; and Dorking tnia:y nomf be 
saidtoeesemfole -^aLondoriin miDiaturei^' 
posJBQSftittg shops^ little ioiefior in taste and 
dii^lay tothe boasted lines of Cheapstde 
or the Strand . These have pJroVed osten- 
sive advantages to the speculator^ and, it 
is feared, have too frequently operated as 
inducements to greater undertakings than 
have been found to realize his expeeta^ 
tions. A wealthy and populous n^ighr 
bourhood, however, supports, a trade of 
some coitsideration ; while industry* and 
integrity uniformly characteri;;^e an- ho«^ 
nbiirable and respectable class lof tn^s* 
men. 

The intellectual habits of so worthy a 
cc>mmunity naturally awaken some in- 
terest as to their public institutions. A 
Circulating Library, on a scale more libe* 



n^ to the^pttblio>;.thiMSi profitable to it^ 
proprietor, offers a series of readi^g^ 
beyodd the ordiaary compass of so limited 
a co)l,ectioQ ; the eiilargemeat of the stock 
beieg regulated vatheir by the iiiip4*Qving 
literary merits of the age, than by a spe^ 
culative spirit of eoterprize oq the part 
c^-the conductor, who> coBsequefitly, Fe<#^ 
gards the selection of his numbers as a 
pwiqaary motive. A Book-»soqiety has for 
somie time been established among the 
gentry of the town and neighbourhood, 
and which, under the same judicious 
superintendance as originally formed^ 
will continue to maintain its decided su^o 
periority over many similar societies. 

l^iteirature h^s also found a sufficient 
number of votaries to establish a Maga* 
zine-society among the townsmen ; and, 
although, the only one in the place, its 
plan has been circulated; and gen^alijr' 
adopted in several other towns, where si* 
muUaineous efforts have been made to add 
, d2 
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to the comforts and amusements of do^ 
mestic and social life.* 



^ The formation of theie locieties is said to bavo m« 
gituUed with a bookseller, in a populous town i&tbe 
north of England, who, in a short space of time, formed 
no less than ten such establishments in his own neigb- 
bottrhood. The idea was warmly seconded, and extent 
fiYely promulgated through the medium of a widelj* 
•ircnlating London Miscellany. The cause oonld not 
have fallen into more able bands. Tlie plan suggested 
was simple and effectual in its operation, and, of coarse^ 
soon recommended itself to the attention of several active 
booksellers In various parts of the kingdom. Newa|Apcf 
elubs bad long been censured for the pernicious bkl»ts 
which they encouraged, and consequently were on th^ 
wane. The ascendancy which the magazine-press bad 
already gained in the conduct of each department, and 
the literary ceconomy of the proposed system, acted as 
strong inducements to the reading-public; and in the 
eourse of a few months, nearly every town in the empire 
boasted of its magazine-society, while large diftricts 
frequently had six or more of these institutions, according 
lo the extent and habits of the population. 

About this time, an individual, who, from motives of 
delicacy is not here named, chanced to meet the editor of 
the journal, to whose efforts magazine-societies owe much 
of their popularity and recommendation. The scheme of 
forming a magazine-society at Dorking was suggested. 
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Book^kaowledge, however, loses many 
of its fascinating attractions by too close 



The idea was earnestly received by the individoal already 
alloded to, and, shortly after this, he circnlated a 
set of written proposals among the reading families of 
timt tAwn. He soon had the pleasure to find he had no^ 
mistaken the tenor of public opinion ; for, scarcely three^ 
weeks had elapsed, before twenty individoals subscribed 
themselves as members, at I5s. per annum, which, witb 
his own subscription, amounted to fifteen guineas. A 
fand being thus constituted for one year, be proposed the 
following 

Hi^ Sf tf^l|l.-.Monthljr Magazioe. Baldwin's London Mms. 
iin«. The Eclectic Review. The Imperial Macasiae. Black wo<^*ii 
Edinbutfirh Magaxlne. Monthljr Kerlew. Joarnd of Modern Vov af^ 
and Travels^— iStfvitfW*. Edinbari^h, Qaarteriy, and British. Tim^s 



Telttcope. 

Tbe six first worlcs were reRQlarlf pat In eirealatloa on the second dajr 
of ibe montii : the Joornal of Voyages and Travels on tbe day after pnb- 
licatlon ; the Keviews every onarter, on the day after tlieir respoctive dflU- 
wflet In the metropolis; and Time's Telescope annually. 

This list being unanimously approved, the cironlation 
commenced on October 1, 1820. Thus, for the trifling 
sum ot JifieenikiUings per aiuiicm, paid in advance, each 
subscriber was supplied in rotof ton wlth^men of the most 
popular monthly journals, and three reviews quarterly ; 
affording* collectively, a series of iutellectual entertain- 
ment during the whole year : amounting in the aggregate 
to ofiM hundred numbers, and no fewer than <me thauiand 
hentri* reading, besides a johit property in the stock at 
ib« expiration of the year. 
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an mtimacy^ «tiid Mqmres fr«qfii«t in- 
d&iitfves to preserve its popidmty ; oilier^ 
wise, routing would be thought little more 
than a method of filling up the surplusage 
of time. Tke literary circles of Dorking 
might soM obtain the desideratom which 
IS so strikingly evident amongst them, by 
forming JSocieties fo^ the discmsiQu of 



Th6 fyrftcticability of the D6t1cing plan sooii iiidu^d 
the aodior to publish it in the pages of the Mon^y Ma« 
gaeitiei with a tiew of affording pubficilly to a scheme^ 
aihvftdy 'sanctioned by general approbation. 

The bookseller's billy and a few incidentals forboo|cs«^ 
l^per, and printing, amoimted to fifteen guineas, the 
sum originally subscribed ; and at the termination of the 
year. It was pioposed to sell the magasittes> &g« by 
aactioo, and transfer the produce tio Hie subsequent yenrV 
acoount^ Various ciroumstanres, howeyer, prevented 
tiie writer from witnessing the exo^utioii of that port of 
Ijie plan. The general pdfncrple of the stshenso will^ 
ReYerthetesS> long eontinne a f^iyotttlto with thepohile ; 
mid affovd satisfaction to those. wk& feel intoresiedm 
itK success, and etidewronr to protuote^its ofafOot liy*lfaefr 
giatuitous serviv)e8.^For a set of tegttlatlunS) utK>{^of 
a booklist, and miscellaneous infoima^n Oi this •»!»« 
joct, see theilfon^A/y Magagin$f toK dO-'dU 
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morale poUtieal and phihsoj^ieal topics ^ 
selected, from tbe flofttibg mcidente of 
life» aecording. to their ttioJ&om to the 



' *' with sense refin^cl 
ligarnfiny digerted well <■ . , f , ,. • .■.>. 
Uastadied wit, add liii'iiiour eVer gay, 

• # • • • 

To raise ihe sacred hour, to bid it smile, 
^ And with ihe social spiri* warm tbe henrU^ ' 

These institutions, partaking of the 
character of dilettanti-societies, and con<- 
Versi^s^onei^i ^p(iK>uId enable their members 
to form more accnrate estimates of the 
merits of general literature. At the same 
ttme, foy connecting much practical in* 
formation in the various bran<:^hes of 
science, with a fund of unceasing inte- 
rest, these soibieties would tend to culti^ 
yate and enrich the mind, and impart an 
additional relish for researches of a higher 
order. 

d4 
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The etymology of the name of thnr 
parish appears loag to have been a sub- 
ject of much dispute. Salmon, an au- 
tlientic topographical writer of the last 
century^ mentions 'Uhe common €rror 
of the maps, in writing it with an a ; 
for, it should be Dorking, as many gen- 
tlemen of the town assert." In his '^ Neu> 
Survey of England^"^ published ia 1726^ 
he says, 

'^I crmTe no fiivovr for writing it with an o, D«rk]Qg» 
becaue I am well aasiired it is not yet oat of ose, in 
conyeyances and pnbKck writings. There are two Til- 
lages in JSuear, near Tilbary-Fort, ealled Thtrrack^ and 
•ne in Hertfordshire^ named TAoroeAni^, which signifies 
an oak consecrated to Tkor the Skaam idol, whence onr 
TknretUijf, That our ancestors dedicated trees aoA 
groves to the worship of their gods^ is plain fromTaeitas» 
Lib. de Morih^ Germ. ctip. 9, Gildae also saith, they paid 
divine honoors to mountains, riTers, fountains, groves.^ 

** Supposing then, them that came after took the usual 
liberty of pronouncing D fbr Tk, as frequently they did 
•n the contrary Th for i>, the name from Tkm'oeking 
might easily, come to Doroeking^ and thence to AorAtiyr* 
for farther I am not concerned to carry it.^ 

The post-office stamp has longbeei^ 
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^Barking;'' in consequence of whicli, 
the error has been readily admitted into 
JKreetaries^ Gazetteers, and various to- 
pographical works ; but^ with the excep- 
tion of the above instance, and a few un- 
authorized presuiiiptionS) the o is now 
universally adopted. 

According to historical record, the 
town was destroyed by the incurstonsof 
the Danes, but rebuilt either by Canute or 
the Normans. From the domesday survey, 
the manor appears to have been one of 
those held by Edith, queen of Edward 
the Confessor, but then in the possession 
^ the Conqueror. After its alienation 
from the crown, the earls of Warren are 
the first subjects in whose hands it is 
fdand. From that family, it descended to 
the Fitz- Alans, earls of Arundel ;. and on 
^e decefi^ of Thomas, the last earl with* 
out issue, in 1415, his estates were di- 
vided among his three sisters. On this 
partition, ^eigate and . Dorking were 
carried by Elizabeth, the eldest,, into tb£^ 
d6 



*&8 ' A I^ROlAHKAfiK 

fomily of the Mowbmys, dwkes <X 
Norfolk'. The latter becomitig extmet 
THi the death of Anne, ^o vras ctantied 
to the duke of York/ the secp&d Sffa of 
Edward IV. ^ the manor ai DorUng was 
divided among the dnscendaditt of tb^ 
four daughters of the abovi^-tnentidned 
Elizabeth Fitz-Alan. Three of the lour 
ports soon became united in the itlfis- 
iribus house of Norfolk ; and the otiier 
fourth was purchased of the late Sir 
H^nry St. John Mildtoay, bart. by the 
late duke, who thus became po6sM«ed 
of the whole^ after it had been divided 
Hfuore than three hundred y^ars. Amoi|g 
the peculiar usages of this manop, it may 
he remarked, that the custom of 4»oi)t>d^h 
'English prevails here, by wkioh^ the 
youngest son inherits the copyhdd. - 

Salmon mentions, that Doritin^ mts 
probably a considerable plaoe iklde^e 
'Sussex road here Min with th^Smiiie, 
and that there was no other «tatioti> diber 
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in Sasses or Sarrey , at the time 6f Antd- 
niniis Pkis; The former of these roads, 
the StMe'^fittreet) or Roamn road, leadmg^ 
froiiif Arandd to Dorkiag, is said to have 
passed d»*oiigh die chordi-yard, imd to 
hmB been frequently discovered there in 
digging the graves. In the parish (^ 
Oekley, to the south of Dorking, this 
read, for the dpace of two miles, is used 
as a highway, under the name of Stane^ 
"^reet Causeway. The Magna Britan- 
ma, speaking of this part of it, describes 
the road as formed of flints and pebbles, 
and says, t^hat, beeanse tiiere are no ma- 
terials of the kind near it, the oommon 
people asctibe &ie work to infernal agency. 
/ Attti^qMirianis have already expended 
nitteh tSnAie and rei^arch in exploring the 
prin^iCive history of this parish, thede-^ 
fails df which wHI, of course, \fB found at 
length in the county history edited by 
Messrs. Manning and Bray* Sufficient 
an^ority Ims iatr^ady been quoted to 
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pf'ove the antiqaity of Dorking ; and, froo^ 
.many singular coincidences <^ &cfs^' 
names, and dates, it bas, doubtless, beeb 
the field of some of those sangninaiy 
cooflicts, mentioned in tberecwds of oar 
earliest times. No remains of Roman 
buildings have, however, been discovered 
in the immediate vicinity, but the rud^ 
vestigia of several military stations may 
jstill be traced in the neighbourhood. 

A small gate on the left side of the 
street opens to a broad flagged walk^ 
leading to the churdi-porch. The church 
consists of a nave, with north and south 
aisles, and a chancel divided from the 
former by a transept, in the centre of 
which is a low tower, containing eight 
bells and a set of chimes. The whole is 
built of the ordinary stone and flints of 
the country, except the upper part of the 
tower, which is composed of jsquared 
stone or chalk. Various orders of build-^ 
ing denote tlie additions and enlarge-^ 
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nmits' msole by (succeissive generationg^ 
and present a curious compound of an-^ 
tique and modem architecture. The 
tradition of the inhabitants is, that it was 
erected by the founder of j^. Mary Cherie^ 
itk Soutkwark. There is little, however, 
in die structure of Dorking church, to 
authenticate, this assertion. St Mary 
Overie, (now St. Saviour)* is dis- 
tinguished by its unique and beautiful 
Gothic order; and abounds with the rich 
tracery of pointed windows, and many 
highly-interesting specimens x)f ecclesi^^ 
astical architecture. These have already 
\e&a tk^ subjects of much studious and 
diligent enquiry. In the course of this 
investigation, nothing has transpired to 
warrant the above tradition ;''and, if we 
i^ay judge from the respective buildings, 



* Dugdale ascribes the roaiidation of this monastic 
^ile, to Bishop Giffard (orGifford,) aboot the year i\Q^ 
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fio Yety condasii^ idea can be drawa r 
for, wlifle the oner affords a treasury off 
antiqaanan relics for the gratification of 
^he carioas ttiind,-*^e other is altogether 
destitute ^ these atUrMtions, and pre- 
sents an incongmoas, and edmparativdy 
tininteresti ng, iqppearance. 

The interior of flie church is ra- 
thef injudiciously planned, the pews 
being allotted mth little uniformity or 
oBConomy of arrangement. There aite, 
however, a few commodious family ^s^etts,^ 
whose matted fioors and neady-covered 
sides denote the superior rank of their 
proprietors. Hie walls exhibit (be usual 
plainness of decoration of a country 
church, e!tcept the faded embla^miry of 
li few &mily hatchments, and two or three 
neat menutoents to the memory of de^* 
parted worth. On the right of a glazed 
doQr, leading from the middle aisle, 
through the transept to the chancd,vis 
an elegant tablet^ erected by public 



r 



vaHsata forking. ^ 

sobBcriptioD) and beariflg^ the followiiig 
idssftioaHy-' written uisctiption^ <Naa slab 
^ white marble : 

To tbe Memory 

of the Right Honourable 

Geotse ^mUam ETcIyn, Earl of Rothes, Baron Leslie and Bambrolgh, 

one of the sixteea Seotih Peers, 

and Colonel of the Snney Yeomanrj Cavalry, from their first enrelment i 

irlio.defNuted orit of this Lifo^ oa the elevteth IHy of lebraaty, MOCCCXVl I . 

in the forty-ninth Year of his Age. 

• tAtt% ctfnstaat Residence in Ais T6w& for tweoty ^.fiVia .Yeadrs \ 

during which eventfal period, comprehending the whole war with reTolntiooary France, 

Hb Lordship was uoif onnly acmated by a seal 

for the Public Good ; 

and shone before Men an eminent example of Loyalty to his Sorereign, 

of feveseacefoc the Cftril and Religions eltabHshmentiof his CoBOtry, 

of ardour in his Military Command, 
\ and of Modontlon'^avd. Eqaity in the Lqcai Administration of Jiistioe: 
whilst in Private Life he conciliated the respect and love of all Clastes 
> by.tbenrbfihityof-his Deportment, 
by the warmth of his Friendship, by the oheerfolness of his convivial Conversation, 

and 

^y the exercise of ever> conjugal, paternal, domestic^ and MClal Virtue : 

The Inhabitants of Dorking, 

- deeply affected 1^ the awful snddeiuMsa of hb DifsohiUon, 

grateful for the Benefits, which he conferred upon them, 

and deslnNtt oif perpetaatliiii tbdr oofdial aense of his traosceadent MieHli, 

have caused 

tiiit-MoAOiiiettt to bo erected* 

• Oti Uie other side of tfae^ioor ii» a ta^ 
blet/ to the memory of the deoeased 
BiembeariB of the Talbot family, late of 
CfaMTt Pfldc The whdle is durmounted 
wi^a neat stone pedimentf coitefirp(md« 
iog with the flrst->mentioned monument. 
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Over the door is a large board, enume- 
rating the several donations to the poor 
of the parish ; and above this, are tablets 
of the commandments, &c. and whole* 
length paintings of Moses and Aaron in 
their robes of office. Several devices and 
allegorical representations fill up the 
spacious tablature, reaching to the roof, 
and forming a group of interesting scenic 
design. 

In August, 1818, a grand oratorio and 
selection of sacred music were performed 
here, under the superintendance of the 
celebrated Mr. C. J. Ashlej\ The un- 
dertaking was liberally patronized by the 
high-sheriff, and several other gentle- 
men of distinction in the neighbourhood,^ 
and passed off with great eclat, affording 
a treat to the amateurs and lovers of sa- 
cred melody. 

The chancel contains some handsome 
hatchments and monuments, among 
which is one of Abraham Tucker, esc^ 
formerly of Betchwprtb Castle, who died 
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ID 1774. Here is also a small brosa 
plate, with an inscription to the memory 
of the celebrated Jeremiah Markland 
from the pen of his learned friend, Dr.; 
Heberden. 

The north end of the transept serves 
for a vestry, in which is the barial*place 
of the family of the Howards.— The in- 
terment of Charles Howard, the eleventh 
and last duke of Norfolk took place here 
on the 2ad. of December, 1815, with 
great pomp and solemnity. The proces* 
sion left Norfolk House, St. James's 
Square, about nine o'clock in the morn* 
ing, composed of the coach and six 
horses of H.Jl. H. the Duke of Sussex, 
and nearly twenty noblemen's and gen-* 
tlemen's private carriages ; and arrived 
at Burford-bridge at four, from which 
place, about a mile and a half from 
Dorking, the body was conveyed in 
state to the latter town. The cavalcade 
ponsisted of the Duke's gentlemen on 
horseback^ fully caparisoned, bearing th^ 
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iueai ooraaet and golden batons of office 
iqxm aciiflBgoB cndiioo, before the hearse. 
The chief moonen w^e, the Duke of 
Norfolk, the Eari of Snney, Lord Vis- 
count Andover, Henry Howard, jnn. 
esq. and Seary H^ward^ of Corby Cas- 
tle, in Caiiberland, esq. lie gentle- 
men of the Duke's honsehokl, with his 
tervants, followed in six monmin^ 
^oeiches, and the D^mty Garter king of 
arms, Norroy king d arms, three hetnlda 
and three pursuivants, attended in the 
tebards of state, to perform the ceremo^ 
nies usual at the funeral of the Earl 
Marital of England. 
' In the mean time, the intense degree 
6f anxiety for the arrival of the processton 
at Dorking, exceeded all possible con« 
ception. The character of the iUustrious 
deceased being so generally known in 
tliis nieighboarhood, swarms of pedestri- 
ans and equestrians poured into the town 
from' all parts of the surrounding. country^ 
I& view the eeremo^y^ 
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The long cortege reabh^ Ddrkmg 
about five o'clock, at the time, when the 
dusky gloom of evening added to the 
sombre effect t)f the nielancholy scene ; 
and the attributes of funereal pomp 
were jiist seen making up this puny finish 
of human grandeur : 

So smiH^OQSy jKst sofierishifig withftl ! : 

• • • • * « 

A4iioosand.mo«titiers d^ek tb« pomp df dc«tA 
To-day» the brsafbiog marble glows above 
To decorate its memory^ and tongues 
Are basy of its ITfe : to-morrow worms 
In lAlence tind in^arkness seize their prey. 



Wheii arrived at thechurch-yaW gfeite, 
the procession was met' by the Vicar df 
Dorking, assisted by the Duke^s domes-* 
tic chaplains : the foot procession was 
marshalled by the heralds, Norroy king 
of arms, bearing the coronet. 

The church was literally crammed with 
persons, all anxious to witness the per- 
fbrmance of the exequies. After the 
funeral service, Deputy Garter pro* 
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claimed the Duke's style and titles, in 
ihe fdlowing form and order : 

Tbe Most High, Mightf , and Most Potent Prineo, 

Cbarle* Howard, Dake of Norfolk ! 

Earl Marsha] ! 

And Hereditary Earl Marshal of England f 

Earl of Arundel Castte ! 

Xarl of Snrrey ! Earl of Norfolk ! Eari of Norwich ! 

Baron of Mowbray ! 

Baron of Howard t Baron of Segrare; 

Baron of Brnrese of Gower ! 

Baron Fits- Alan I Baron Warren ! Baron Clan f 

Baron Oswaldestrc ! Baron Maltraver«! 

Baron Grevttock I Baron Fnrnivall Baron Verdont 

Baron Loretot I Baron Strange ! 

And Premier Baron Howard, of Castle Rising I 

Firemier Doke ! Premier Earl ! Premier Baron of EqglAod! 

And Chief of the IllaitriOQs Family of the Uoward< ! 

Several coats of arms, pennons^ crests^ 
&c. were displayed. The coffin was 
covered with rich crimson velvet, sur- 
mounted with silver ornaments, and the 
arms were engraven upon a plate of siU 
ver gilt, with the following inscription ; 

Depositnm 

lUnitrlssUni Prinelpi« 

Carol! Howard, Oacis de Norfolk^ 

Comitis Maresohalll Anglias 

JareHaireditario; 

Comitls iteram de Arnndel et Snrrey ; 

' ■ BaronisdeFiualaa, Clnn, Oswaldestret 

et Maltravers, flee. &e. 

Qui dlrm obitt tapremam 

Die Deeemb. XVImo Annoque Satfft 

MpCCCXV. 

Annom agtPi septaagesimwii^ 
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The active life of the late Duke of Nor- 
folk may strictly be termed an interesting 
epoch in the political history of this coun^ 
try ; and has already proved an exhaust- 
less mine q{ incident, for the biographer 
and historian . His warm and enthusiastic 
attachment to the true principles of Eng-* 
lish liberty, entitled him to unreserved 
and universal admiration. His exertions 
in the cause of parliamentary reform, and 
his 2ealous co-operation with the leading 
political characters of his time, to secure 
that invaluable ^^ birthright," cannot be 
referred to, without the liveliest emotions 
of natioiial gratitude to this illustrious 
nobleman, and his compatriots ; however 
inefficient their efforts have been in 
accomplishing that salutary measure. 

As an agriculturist, and a promoter of 
the arts and sciences, his vast wealth and 
possessions enabled him to become an 
effective member. His plans bom in- 
tuitive marks of a strong discriminating 
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miod, which) of course, attached addi- 
ttooal importance to his patronage. His 
rent-roll incladed an immense number of 
manors in Nottinghamshire, Yorkshire, 
Cumberland, Herefordshire, Norfolk, Sur- 
rey, and Sussex. like the late Bishop of 
liandaff, be partly employed his recesses 
from public life, in Planting; and wo 
need only recur to the vicinity of Dork- 
ing, for records of his useful labours. 
Hia manner of living was at once princely 
and magnificent, — well befitting the 
character of his august family ; and, it is 
generally thought, that bis splendid fete 
at Amndel Gastle, in the June previous . 
to hia decease, accelerated that lamenta^ 
ble event. Unhappily, the good old spirit 
of EngKsh hospitality which prevailed at 
his board, too frequently bordered on in- 
jarlom excess, which not only embittered 
real tafoyment, but shcnrtened the course 
by speedy, if not unexpected, decay. 
The imfaiUt of the late Duke were tru); 
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isccttitric. In his person and dress, h» 
was singularly negligent. When passing 
throfigh the town of Dorking, with his 
spleadid eqnipage>he has frequently been 
known to call and settle the most un^ 
important buduaess with bis tradesmen ; 
aiid this perhs^^ wkha view, not strictly 
consistent with his high rank. In short, 
the life of this illustrious nobleman will^ 
at : all times, furnish a rich volume of 
anecdote'— well stored with the sparkling 
of wit and humour ; and, in naivete and 
oHginality of character, far exceeding 
the 4?areer of any of his C0tttemporarie84 
Passing by the vestry door, to the church^ 
yard, I noticed the handsome mausoleum 
t)f the Talbot family, whose aa-nls ar<^ 
within a pediment at the end, supported 
by Tu^an columns. From this spot, I 
enjoyed an uninterrupted view of Box- 
Hill, Norbury-Park, and Denbies,— ^the 
blooming verdure of which stemed to 
mock the fate of mortals, with whose 
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monuments and memorials I here stood 
surrounded. 

Charitable institutions, and undertake 
ings of public utility, are no- where more 
liberally supported, or more judiciously 
conducted, than at Dorking. A zealous 
spirit of co-operation, unmixed with po- 
litical or party spirit, pervades the lifflu- 
ent and middle classes of the inhabitants ; 
and the beneficial results of this orga- 
nized unison are so generally felt and ac- 
knowledged, as to render their public 
establishments, at once, models for various 
towns and districts throughout the king- 
dom. The formation and adoption of 
new systems has, thus, no less occupied 
the attention of this benevolent commu- 
nity, than the correction of abuses, sanc- 
tioned rather by immemorial custom, 
than by the spirit of the present wise and 
enlightened age : and the promoters of 
these salutary measures may now look 
back on the success of their efforts, dur- 
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iltg tbe last fi^e yeari^, wtth no ordinary 
feelings of gratification* 

Pkovident Institutions took their 
rise in thi» congenial soil. Hence 
their plan and principles were disse- 
minaied, abroad, and became the sub- 
ject of an investigation before a seieet 
comnuttee of the House of Commons ; 
and several cities and towns might be 
qi;ioted| in which the benefits of these es- 
tablishments have been more or less tes- 
tified. In considering the prosperity of 
the Dorking Society, it ought not to be 
forgotten, that, during five years, upwards 
of twelve hundred pounds have be^n 
raised by public subscription for the sup*- 
port of the fund; and that the contribu- 
tions of the poor subscribers have been 
^ proportionally important. The funda- 
mental basis of the system has already 
been detailed at great length, and ably 
elucidated, in a statistical point of view, 
by the Secretary, to whose indefatigable 
industry may be ascribed its. signal suc- 

£ 



74 A PROMENADE 

cess; and whose disinterested services 
on this as well as on many other public 
occasions, will at all times be gratefully 
acknowledged by his fellow-parish« 
ioners.* 

Public Schools, for the education of 



* The maio principle, or key-stone, of this society appears 
to be in uniting the efforts of the benevolent in one grand 
scheme, whereby the ;ioor might be made imtrumentai ia 
rclieTing their own necessities in seasons of emergency, 
instead of solely relying on the assistance of the afflnent. 
No scheme can be more conducive to the revival of that 
spirit of national indepondence, which the present falla- 
cious system of the poor-laws has tended to repress. In 
short, the general views of this institntion are clearly laid 
down in the following axionis : 

1. << That no devhe, or pkm^ or scheme^ be deemed worthy 
**of the sUghiest consideration, which has noi/oritsuUinuUe 
**oliject ike raising of the poor to a Mtuatum, in wHich they 
^ sfiali be comparatively independent qf adventitiono or ekemaat^ 

^^ nary asaistance I 

2, *^That no indioidttdly however hmnbley can possibly, (Khilat 
<< a member of this society,) be doomed to pass the winter months 
<< nnder the accnmnkded miseries qf cold and hunger ; and tkns 
<<fAe Dorking Provident. Institution may fearlessiy 
<* be held up as x grand and practical scheme for 

*< THE SOCIAL AND MORAL IMPROVEMENT OF MANKIND." 

Fifth Annual Report^^c. . 
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poor children of both sexes, have, for 
some lime, been established in this pa- 
ri^ ; and, among their guardians^ it is 
pleasing to observe several ladies of rank 
and afflaence, who are alternately occu- 
pied in the inspection and superintendence 
of the female school. A bronch Bibls: So* 
ciETY, likewise formed some years since, 
continues tx}[ prosecute its important la*- 
bours in this district, with unwearied dili- 
gence. A Savings BanKj countenanced by 
the whole rank and respectability of the 
town and adjacent parishes, proffers the 
usual advantages of such establishments ; 
and which, to judge by its fund, continues 
to be appreciated by the frugal and in- 
dustrious classes, fori^ose interest, sav- 
ings-banks were originally devised. 

In addition to the benefits arising from 
these institutions, the benevolent dispo- 
sitions of the gentry of the town and 
neighbourhood are unceasingly displayed 
in assisting distressed families or indivi« 
duals. At stated periods of the year, 

£2 
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provisions, fuel, and clothingy are dis- 
tributed with as much precisiou, as if 
bequeathed by will, and perhaps with a 
much greater regard to the merits of the 
applicants. A winter of unusual severity 
never fails to awaken the compassion of 
the affluent: committees are generally 
formed for supplying' the poor with soup, 
at reduced prices ; and, to those unable to 
secure the advantages of Provident Insti- 
tutions, a collateral species of relief is 
generally afforded. 

In truth, the greater part of the im- 
iprovements which have been accom- 
plished in the several departments of this 
parish may be traced to the gratuitous 
Bgency of a liberal and public-spirited 
Press^ Too much praise cannot, of 
course, be given to this branch of so ef- 
fectual an organ of popular opinion ; to 
whose free exercise may be ascribed the 
w^hole progress of moral and intellectual 
improvement during the three last centu- 
jries. By disclaiming the virulence 
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of political controversy, many salutary re- 
formations have been made ia the con- 
duct of public and parochial affairs. All 
classes have alike participated in the be- 
nefit ; and the example of this parish may 
now be held forth to other districts, as 
no unimportant proofof the practicability » 
of similar revisions. 

The Bank, a substantial stuccoed 
building, is centrically situate on the left 
side of the High street.* Opposite, is 
the Red Lion Inn, which has been much 
enlarged and improved by its present pro^ 
prietor. Here was formerly held, a so- 
ciety, called " the Gentlemen's Dorking 
Club," on every alternate Thursday, 
from June to November. This inn was 
likewise a noted house for water-soucey, 
carp, and perch, which were here served 
up in great perfection, during the season,. 



* The Reigate bankers liaTe an office in Dorkiog, and 
the proprietors of the Dorking Bank have similar accoin* 
i modations at Reigate and Horsham. 

e3 



78 A PROM£NADB 

The establishment 'possesses every €oiih- 
fort and accommodation, iirhich unremit- 
ted activity and perseverance can tend 
to furnish; and the public have been 
hy no means backward in recompen- 
sing^ these efforts with ah extensive 
patronage. 

Adjoining the inn, is a chastely^-ele-^ 
gant ball-room, lately ere<^ted ata very 
considerable expense. The dimensions 
are 50 ft. in length; 15ft. high; and 28 ft. 
Svide. ^ It is tastefully daeorated^ afadittdd 
up with a snlkll orehestra^ knd provided 
with chatideiiers, 6it0fnans> couches^ &o. 
Nearly opposite the entrance, is £| door 
opening td a passage, about SOfl^ ih 
length, cut through a fiiie sand roekj and 
comniunicatibg by a short flight of steps 
with a walled gdrden. T^he whole i)s iwell 
contrived, and calculated to bring into re- 
collection the magical deceits of Eastern 
romance ; — illusions perhaps some- 
times enhanced by the fascinating 
displays of elegance aiid beauty, which 
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erowd its aveaues! la the garden 
is aa .elevated summer-house, or pirospect- 
roomi, from which, the eye at once over* 
Jooks the dingy roofs of the town^ and 
tegalea iteelf with the several charms of 
the Deepdene^ Box-Hill, Norbury, and 
Leith-Hill 

The rbom was opened with a public 
dinner in .the autumn of 1820 ; and has 
since be^n used for balls at the customary 
feaSQUy .and on various other occasions. 
Tbfy, jEMlv9ffi(age of so important an addi* 
Uoj^ to public accommodation, reflecting 
high credit on all parties concerned in 
its erection,: will, of course, be pro- 
portimially estimated. Occasional con*>- 
certs will, at all times, gratify the lovers 
of music; and public dinners, on occasions 
of popular festivity, will tend to keep up 
convivial mirth among those who delight 
in " the feast of reason and the flow of 
souL" Dorking will thus present in* 
dueements for the winter resident as well 
as the summer visitor; and, when divested 
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An Uck^tUe qttantity of jpbttltr]^ k 
ikflnally sold at the ^^kly markeb. This 
trade is chibfly iii d»^ hands of a few In- 
dividuals, who regularly attend, and sup-^ 
ply the London dealers. There is, tisd, 
a breed of fowls, with five d&Wi^, 
well known, ieimong the t)onliererS itt 
the metropolis, by the appdkition of 
" Dorking fotvts ;" one sort is perfectly 
white, and another of a partridge it^rfowr. 
Columella, in his Hn^cm^y^ describes 
fowls of this kind ; and it is conjectured 
that they were originally brought hen& by 
die Romans. 

Adjoining the site of the maricet-hviuse, 
was formerly a massy brick M»»sion, 
supposed tb have been buiit from a Dtitdl 
model ; and, by its extensive proportions, 
calculated to convey some idea of the im- 
portance of its founder. Pofxilar creduRty 
and superstition (strange to say,) had 
not fixed upon it as the abode of some 
*^ evil spirits ;" but, throtigh the defeiy and 
diicanery of the tew, it was, till lately > 
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teDfmted only by a widow and her 
The back premises were^ likewise, 
capacious, aad in every respect 
responded wilh the mansion. This 
perty was sold by auction in 1820 ; 
its purchaser has, at a very great 
pense, altered the mansion into < 
modiousdwelling'ohouses, which he 
handsome.and respectable appearanc 
eqteriQg the town. The prospect 
the balconies of the drawing-room 
dows at once unites, the ^^ urbs in rv 
and, from the upper story, the coup^i 
of. the surrounding country is both cl 
fill and interesting. The street exten 
from hence contains some genteel ho 
on the left side ; and the recentiy-buili 
opposite weU denotes the public-spi 
character of the townsmen in genera 



• An Unportaat minQfaetory hai latelybeen eatablUhed at th< 
I tbc town, by Messrs. Burriilge, Clner.uiA C; fortamdng Cnp •< 
Sola Leather, to a qaarter of the maal time reqalred for that 
These gentlemen have already made aftdaviti of the aboire foci 
also state, that the bidet tanned by {heir method are heavier thi 
so thac the qoallt} Is superior, and some of them have been i 
irelfh ten or twelve pounds above the raw halves of the hldi 
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Dorking, being siluate on a sandy 
roek^ abounds with de^ and ca«- 
pacsoiut caves or ceUars, which ara ex- 
tremely odld^evenia the height of simnDar. 
The most remarkable of these kmie od 
4l» kft side of Botter-hill, whidi ruaa 
for a c€»isiderable distance in an angolar 
direction. On the side of theentrance^ia 
a wide stsSrcase^ curioaaly cut oat of 
the rock, and descending by fifty steps 
to a crystalline spring of water^ wbteh is 
forty feet perpendicular beneath the en- 
trance cave« About a centofy ago^ aa 
individaal expended the whole of his 
property tn digging this Gaveyand, iismhg 
thus wasted several hnadreds^ he is said 
to have died in die popry-hJouse^ The 
cave ia now moxe profitably nsed^ b|y a 
respeetaUe distilkr of the towm, as a 
wine cellar 9 — an aj^ropriation, difiering 

discovery mntit prove of fhe most euetttlB! benefit to tbe ta$ining-'trade, 
and tnileed to the pabHc at large; as every invention vrfalch bai for iti 
object, ceeonomy in so important a necessary as clothing, mast, eveoto- 
^^1 engage the attention of the whole of the scientific irotfd. Mtich has 
already been said and written on the various improvements in tbe art of 
tairaing daring Ibe last fowyeari; and it ik cheerfUIy aniiOailced that 
the desideratum of ages is accomplished by this discovery. 
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Widely from the original design of its 
projector. 

The hduse, under which this' artificial 
excavi^ion partly extends^ was upwards 
of sixteen years the residence of the Rev. 
John Mason^ chiefly known for his work, 
entitled " Self-knowledge." Dorking ap- 
pears to have been the first place, at 
which the talents of this celebrated dis- 
senting divine were brought into action ; 
for, having completed his education, he 
accepted the charge of a congregation iii 
this town, where, according to his biogra- 
phers, he had "a numerous auditory." 
While at Dorking, he published several 
works, by which he attained considerable 
literary reputation, and the degree of 
M. A. from the Edinburgh University. 
In the dwelling-house above mentioRed, 
Mr. Mason completed his well knowa 
" Treatise on Self-knowledge," a work 
*' full of sense and sentiment," and which 
has, perhaps, done more towards the 
formation of sound opinions on that im- 
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portantacience, than any ooatemporary 
publication ; while, in point of' purity of 
Htyie and literary merit, it may beheld qp 
as a work displaying mudh erudition and 
profound research. It has been translated 
into several European languages, has 
long ranked high as a Bridsh classic, and 
forms a truly valuable source of elegant 
and instructive reading for youth of both 
sexes. 

Mr. Mason (|uitted (liis town in 
July, 1746, for Cheshunt, in Hertford- 
«bure, and was afterwards engaged in 
the publication of several theological 
works. He also directed his attention to 
the study of the belles lettres, and, in this 
department, '^he produced an ^^ Essay on 
Elocution," which rapidly passed through 
several editions, and became a popular 
|ext-book in one of the English Uiiiver«- 
sities. 

On kitving the town of Dorking, I 
passed Shrub-Hill, npwards of twenty- 
fiv^ years the residence of the late Earl 
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OP KtftHfis/ Bind subsequently dT the 
^owtiget Coutitess. Here the Eari and 
hh itrnmble family entertained her 
Majesty Quee^ JCharlotte, at a sump^ 
tctbug dejeane, on her return from 
Brighton ttt Windsor, in 1816 ; for which 
mark df loyalty and attachment, Ihe 
Queen was afterwards pleased to express 
herself in terms of the highest appro- 
bation. 

The following biographical notice of 
dlis family, collected from various authen^ 
tic sources, may not perhaps prove unin- 
ieresting to the general reader. 

The Leslies, now nearly at the head of 
the Eark in the Scottish peerage, are of 
a very imctetit faimly and high descent. 
They were of foreign origin ; and the 
^rstof t^t name in Great Britain was 
Bartboldui^ Lesley, one of the Hungarian 
^a^^iato^,who, in'the year 1086,* attended 
Margaret Atheling, the wife of King 
Matoobn CaiBmore, into Scotland • lliere 
his meriti, in addition to his services to 
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that princess^ were deemed so consider- 
able^ that King Malcolm gave him bis 
own sister in marriage; and, besides many 
large possessions, made him Governor 
of Edinburgh C&stle, a place which, 
under his management became of the 
highest consequence to the reigning fami- 
ly. From him descended George Leslie, 
created Lord Leslie, Earl of Rothes, by 
James IL in 1457. 

By another writer it is stated that 
Bartholomew de Leslyn possessed the 
barony of Leslyn, in Aberdeenshire, so 
early as 1 165 ; and that his descendant, 
George, was honoured with the earldom 
alluded to above; but that the precise 
date is uncertain, being between the 
years 1455 and 1459, William, the 
third Earl, lost his life at the fatal battle 
of Flodden-field ; and his eldest son, 
George, appears to have been one of those 
zealous reformers, who, in 1546, seized 
on the castle of Cardinal Beaton at St. 
Andrew's. 
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The fourth Earl of Rothes attended 
Qtieen Mary to France, in order to be 
espoused by the Dauphin; John^ the sixth 
Earl, joined the Covenanters ; but, being 
one of the deputies from Scotland to 
Charles I., then in captivity, was gained 
over, according to Burnet, by the hopf s 
of marrying the " Countess of Devon- 
shire, a rich and magnificent lady." 

His son John fought for Charles IL at 
Worcester, and returned with the King 
after his exile. His favour now became 
preponderant at court, for he was Lord 
High Treasurer, Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal, Lord Chancellor, &c. Dr. 
Burnet says, " the King loved him, though 
it was a very extravagant thing to see one 
man possess so many of the chief places 
of so poor a kingdom." In 1680, he was 
created Duke of Rothes, Marquis of Bal- 
linbreach and Ciiskieberrie ; but, as his 
Grace died without male issue, the pa- 
tent, in cojdsequence of the limitations, 
expired with himself. 
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Margaret; the eldest daughter, having 
married Charles Hamilton, the fifth Earl 
of Haddington, their son John became 
the eighth Earl of Rothes* On the ac- 
cession of George L he was appointed 
Lord High Admiral of Scotland, and died 
in 1722. John, the ninth Earl, was a 
Lieutenant-Getieral, and had a regiment 
of guards^ and his only sou John^ dying 
in 1778 without male issue, was sue-* 
ceeded by his eldest i^ister. 

George William Evelyn Leslfe, the 
eleventh ear! of Rothes, was the son of 
George Raymond Evelyn^ Esq. by Jhiie* 
Elizabeth Countess of Rothes. He was 
born March 28, 1768, and, after receiving 
the usual education, settled in Engbtnd, 
where he married twice. His first wife 
was Lady Henrietta-Anna Pelham, eldest 
daughter of Thomas Earl of Chichester ; 
with this lady, to whom he became 
united in May 24, 1789, he had no male 
issue ; there were, however, three daugh- 



ROUND DORKING. 91 

ters, VIZ. Henrietta- Anne, Aiiielia*>.and 
Mary. The Countess dying on I>ecdm^ 
ber 5tb, 1797, in August 1798 his lord^ 
j&hip espoused Charlotte- Julia, daughter 
of Colonel John Campbell, of Dunoon ; 
and here also there were no male chil- 
dren> but two females, Elissabeth-Jane 
«uad Georgiana, the latter of whom is 
i^ince dead. 

1)1 1810, the EarL of Rothes succeeded 
to the titles, and some estates still veAted 
in the f^ily ; ajoaong which is th6 
iSeignory of Rothes^ a lordship on (he 
jbanks of the Spey, a few miles distant 
from Elgin in the county of Morey. Hi« 
lordship, however, never lived in Scot- 
feiiiid^ as he preferred his delightful re- 
.treat at Shrub-Hill. 

The death of the Earl took place on 



- •Lady Amelia Leslie died at hoog I>ittoti, a fcw dajrs 
,9Siet the demise of ber (ather. His eldest daug^liler, 
Lft^y Henrietta, who became Countess of Rothesonthe 
death of the Earl, died in 1820. 
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the 2Ist of February, 1817, attended with 
the following extraordinary circum^ 
stances. In the afternoon of that day, 
his Lordship left Shrub-Hill to join some 
brother] sportsmen in the chase: after 
riding a short time, his Lordship descriei^ 
them in Betchworth Park; and, shortly 
afler reaching them, was heard to say he 
was unwell. The alarm soon spread, 
and the noble Earl was conveyed to 
Betchworth Castle, where, after a short 
struggle, he expired ! In the mean time 
an express had been sent to Dorking, for 
medical assistance, but its arrival proved 
useless. The melancholy news speedily 
became circulated in all directions, and 
the intense degree of public sympathy 
excited by this distressing event, exceeds 
all possible description. 

As a legislator, the Earl of Rothes was 
not prominent ; he, however, in his cha- 
racter of one of the sixteen peers of Scot- 
land, seconded the dutiful and respectful 
address which was moved at the opening 
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of parliament in 1817, and acquitted 
himself with a considerable share of 
ability on that occasion. 

The dowager - Countess, and her 
daughters, the Ladies Mary and Eliza-* 
beth-Jane Leslie, still reside at Shrub- 
Hill, where they enjoy the first society 
which this opulent and extensive neigh- 
bourhood possesses. They are here enabled 
to support a comfortable, but unosten- 
tatious establishment ; and, in this rural 
retirement, they, doubtless, find a happy 
retreat from the vicissitudes and perplex- 
ities of public life. 

As a patroness of the several institu- 
tions in this parish, the Countess has 
proved herself a zealous supporter of the 
interests of all classes : and, in these acts 
of pure benevolence, her ladyship is uni- 
formly joined by her amiable daughters ; 
—-thus presenting inestimable patterns 
of moral excellence united with all its 
characteristic accomplishments. 
^ The pleasure-grounds of Shrub-Hill 
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are rather limited^ but exhibit great 
taste and ceopnooiy in their di^po^al. 
Rich grassy slopes and retired shrubbery- 
walks present in themselves a pleasing 
variety ; while the front of the residence 
commapds views of no ordinary descrip^ 
tion. 

From Shrub-Hill, the road passes two ^ 
genteel residences ; and, on the right, is 
a short road, leading to CotmjBtndene 
and the Peepdene, In this |an^ is the 
unique cottage-orne of Dedric Smith, 
esq., planned with much taste and inge^ 
nuity, — by which the proprietor is well 
known, in the metropolis, as the projec- 
tor of many valuable improvements in 
the construction of lamps, &c. In this 
department, Mr. Smith has pioved one 
of the most active and useful men of his 
time; and several of his inventions 
evince great merit and originality. Cot- 
mandene Cottage may almost be said to 
rival many of its more extensive neigh- 
bours, in its attractions. The small flower- 
3 
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garden, with a green-ho|ise, fountam, 
grotto, &c. contains in itself a cabinet 
collection of curiosities ; and the interior 
of the cottage is fitted up with corres- 
pondent neatness and elegance. 

A short distance from hence, is Cot-- 
mandenef which Salmon supposed to 
have once been '^a camp, or fortified 
part, lying close to the military way, very 
suitable for that purpose, and being a 
green dry spot of about twenty acres, with 
a descent every way but the south ; and 
there is a ditch which parts the next field 
from it, and may once have been deeper." 
This author also mentions it as ^' a spot 
famous in every body's mouth for a 
most heathful air ;" a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood has, likewise in his pos- 
session, a rude map of Surrey, published 
in thereiga of Charles II., in the margin 
of which is noticed a beautiful piece of 
waste, called " Cotmandene," in the 
followingterms: — '^ Cotmandene, said by 
physicians to be the healthiest air in 
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England.'^ The apot has also long been 
proverbial in the country for the superiority 
of its situation. The name signifies, in 
our ancient language/ ^^ the heath of poor 
cottages." In the survey of 1649, it is 
said to contain 15| acres,* but this has, 
doubtless, been contracted by encroach- 
ments. 

Cotmandene is backed by the rising 
foliage of the woods and plantations of 
the Deepdene; and, overlooking the town^ 
it possesses fine prospects of the sur- 
rounding country. On its borders are a 
few neat residences, several small cot- 
tages, and a row of alms-*houses, occu- 
pi|^/by aged and infirm poor, who re- 
ceive a small stipend from the endowed 
funds. Matches of cricket are often de-^ 
cided here in the summer season ; and, 
on such occasions, this beautiful area 



• Salmon, as it will be seen before, inentioiiaita^ con- 
taining twenty acres. 



iisu^llly presents a truly animated piotwe 
of mirth and pastime. 

The neighbourhood of Dorking has 
long been noted for the salubrity of the 
air, and the picturesque beauty of its 
scenery : a short residence heje is 
frequently recommended to invalids, by 
X^ondon medical practitioners, and is ge« 
qerally attended with speedy ednvales- 
rcence, or essential benefit Physicians 
are, also, of opinion, tiiat the alkaline 
properties of the chalk-hills, in the vici- 
nity, are highly conducive to the health 
of the resident population; an opinion, 
'which is,iB.«ome degree, corroborated by 
the numerous visitors who resort hi|||ft' at 
«the most fiivourable periods of the year. 
In summer, the town and its environs 
•are usually thronged with company, and. 
lodgings are in great request. In the 
year 1798, Dr. Aikin was a resident 
here, for the benefit of his health ; and in 
the Monthly Magazine, he has given a 
short description of thiscountry, which he 
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ooncluded widi the f<^owing a(^K>site 
remarks : 

** It woaid be easy to enlarge the beaatifal scenes io 
this neighboarhood, all within the reach o( a moming^s 
walk or ride^and affording a source of daily Tariety for 
several weeks* The parity of the air, the fra^^rance from 
an exaberance of aromatic plants and shrubs, the music 
from the numberless birds, the choice of sheltered or 
open country, the liberty of wandering without obstacles 
or questions through the most cultufed scenes, and the 
perfect repose which reigns all round, unite to render 
this tract of country one of the most delightfiil to the 
contemplative man, and the most salutary to the invalid , 
that I have ever visited." J. A* 

The view of the town from Cotm^n- 
dene presents an assemblage of buildings 
in every style, from the ponderous old 
roof to the elegant and modem parapet 
wall. There are few mansions in the 
streets, but their general appearance may 
be said to be above ihemediocre* There 
are also several compact cottages in the 
environs, which unite neatness of exte- 
rior with the genuine English chai-m of 
snugness and comfort. The whole 
parish, according to the census of last 
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y&BO^f <K«taiiied 687 houses^ occupied by 
842 families* At that period, also, there 
were 14 houses building, and 30 unin- 
habited. 

In 1801, the population consisted of 
3058 persons, — ^and, in 1811, of 8259. 

The following is an authentic abstract 
of the Returns of Population, taken in 
July, 1821 : — ^the increase being 653. 



OCCUPATIONS* 


PertoMt including Children q/\ 
whateoer ttge, \ 


Familie» 

chiefly 

em^<.,ed 

AgricaUare. 


Families 
chiefly em- 
ployed in 
Trade, M»> 
nafactores, 

and 
Handicraft. 


AU Other 
families 
not compri- 
sed in t£[e 

two 

preceding 

classes. 


IMfllet. 1 FepialM. 


Total 

of 

Perions. 


No. 


No. 


308 


335 


199 


1878 


1934 


3812 



Pauperism, however, seems to have 
made rapid strides with the increase of 
population. The poor-ratqs wer^ 

In 1642 — three-pence in the poand; 
In 1670 — one-skUling in the poand ; 
In 1787 — threei sHUlings in the poand; 

and, in 1817> they amounted to the enor* 
mous^ sum of eiffht skiilings in the 
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pound — an evil which has been in some 
degree lessened by the united efforts of 
Provident Institutions, and a course of 
rigid (Bconomy in the expenditure of the 
parish funds — ^a measure as essential to 
parochial prosperity, as to national great- 
ness ; and the policy of which must ulti- 
mately find its way into the antiquated 
systems of parochial jurisprudence^, and 
the councils of wise and temperate 
rulers, notwithstanding its promoters may 
for a time have to combat with the 
scepticism and prejudices engendered by 
custom and rote. 

From Cotmandene, I passed by an 
obscure path, overlooking the gardens 
and premises at the back of the south 
side of the High-street ; and, after a few 
minutes* walk, I reached the park-like 
grounds of Rose-Hilly the property of 
Richard Lowndes, esq. The residence, 
a commodiously-built mansion, is placed 
at a short distance from the thoroughfare. 
In its immediate vicinity are some ex- 
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tensive gardens, tastefully laid out, and 
communicating with a shrabbery, by 
several serpentine walks. The spacious 
drawing-room at the back opens on a 
beautiful lawn, and possesses a pleasant 
prospect over the adjacent fields and 
meadewsr At the extremity of the park 
dr^ pBuiidock, fe a retired gravelled walk, 
dyershaded by a line of thick fir8,and form- 
kig a cool and agreeable retreat during the 
summer. After a short walk across the 
fields^ I arrived at the southern extremity 
of the town, where I noticed several neat 
dwelling-chouses, piarticularly a handsome 
stuccoed residence, belonging toThomas 
StU well', esq. Proceeding by a circuitous 
roDfte through a shady lane, I arrived at 
the end of West-street : from hence, 
westward, is the lower road to Guilds 
ford, at the angle of which is Sand'-Place, 
(alias Sond-Place,) the ancient residence 
of -the family of Sondes, from which they, 
probably, took their name. This estate is 
f8 



102 A PR0MEHA9K 

DOW in the possession of Hugh Bisbopp, 
esq. of the D€i*la-Zouch family. 

The hou$e' is [daced on a high sand* 
bank, and -screened from the road by a 
stone wall* The gardens and grqnnds, 
which are very limited,. are disposed of 
with great taste and advantage, 

Leaving the road, I cfoi^ised a hilly 
field on the left, with a. view of visiting 
ARHon^Gbnrt, a spacious and substantial 
farm-house^ which appevs, by the style 
of building, to have been erected in the 
reign of Queen £3i2Babeth»^ Hither^thftt 
excellent 8chold.r jeind critic^ Jer^Muh 
Marklani>, passed the }a6t twenty^^fonr 
years of Ws life. '' In 1T62," his pv^h 
Mr. Strode, says, "being grown dW, and 
having, moreover, long and painful ^ts of 
the gout, he was glad to find, what bis 
inclination and infirniities, which made 



* The milfy adjoinin]^ the green before the maDsion, 
19 snpposed to be the one mentioned m Domesday book, 
in tbe particulars of tlie manor of MiUon. 
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biixi unfit for the world aiidcomtMUiy> . 
had for a long time led him to,— a very 
private plaee of retirement, near Dorking) 
in Surrey/' In this pleasant and se- 
questered spot, Marldand saw little com* 
pany« His lyalks were almost confined 
to the narrow limits of the garden at the 
back of the house; and he described 
himself, in 1765, to be '^ as much out of 
the way of hearing, as of getting.!' What 
first induced him to retire is not preci$e-f 
}y known," but it is conjectured' to have 
originated in some disappointment of a 
private natjire. 

The r|^rement of Markland from pub-^ 
lie life may, however, be considered sus 
having been highly congenial to bis fa- 
vourite pursuits, ^e was constantly 
eujg^ed in writing notes and emenda* 
tiohs for improved editions of some of 
the first Greek classics ; in which task he 
n^nifested high qualifications, both as 
an erudite scholar and impartial critic* 

In 1765, a circumstance occurred, 
f4 
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which, will long reflect a. lustre on ^ 
character of this iinporfaQt luminary of 
classical literature. The widow with 
whom he lodged, at Miiton-^oart, he- 
came involved in a. family litigation, by 
the injustice and oppression of her son^ 
who persuaded her to assign to bim {he 
wholie of her property.* Mr. Mturklaad, 
in defending the cause of the widow, ex- 
pended a considerable sum, and, the case 
being decided against her, he benevolently 
employed his fortune in relie\dftg thesis- 



• Mj engafing to a law matter was maeh ooattair to mynmrt aal 
indinatfoB, and owinff to nothing btat compftnioq, (70a give it a suspi- 
cious name wh^o yon eall it tenderness ; she being id 1% €M year, aad 
1 In my 74{h,) to see a worthy wontao oppressed and deprived by her own 
eon of every fatthing she had In the world, and nothing left to subsist hf r* 
self and two diHdrea* bat what she reeeiTe ^ from nie ioHboart and hidg* 
log ; andithia too endeavonred by seTcral J^ad.and ridicolons methods to^l 
be taken from her, aad'myself A^^ed bence, that they might eompel'^er 
into their aojait measures;, not tomentioa the lesser ii^aries, indignities, 
and insoleaees, which were vtied towards her. Could I run awaMywd 
leave an aflUcted good woman and her children to starve*, without the 
greatest baseness, disbononr^ aid iohnmauity ? Poor aa I am> I would 
rather have pawned the coat on my buck tb|m have done it. I^speak this 
in the presence of God t and I appeal to Him before whom I must soon 
appear, that thii U the true and only reaaon of my acting In thia maAv; 
and,th6ngh I know that theconteqnences of it will incommode megreatly, 
apd almost ruin me, yet I am sure I shall never repent It. 

Letter ftom Mr^ MarAlamti, in NiehoU** Bow$^, 



\ 
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tresses of the family. The ind^pendetice 
of his mind induced him to refibse several 
honourable offers* of assistance from hts 
fmnd«> and^, with the greatest ivelnctance, 
be was at last prevailed upoh to tfccept a 
sf^n annuity from one of his fbarmer 
pupils.*^' ' 

» Repeated attacks of the gout, and an 
accumulation of infirmities, at length put 
an end to his life, at Milton-Court, in 
July 1776, in the erighty*third year of 
his%ge. He bequeathed his books and 

' papers to Dr> Heberden, and his other 
properly to Mrs. Rose, the widow, whose 
cause he had so honourably supported in 
his life-time. His funeral was performed 
Agreeably to his own reqtiest, in the chan^ 
eel of Dorking ehurch, where a small 
bnw^ plate commemorates his learning 
and virtue* His books were valuable, from 
the manuscript notes which they con- 
tained ; and, on the death of his friend 
Dr. Heberden, they fell into the hands 
of different eminent literary men. 
f5 
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^^ It Is to he regretted/' says his bicM 
grapber, ^^ thattke jipleridtiu)^ of Mark*- 
land's abilHies waa<> obscured by the 
extreme privacy. of his lift) and tbe 
many pecuUaritito of his: dispositi<m. 
His frequent despondency was, in dome 
measure, also produced by his' inter- 
esting himself too much in the politics^ 
of the titee, winch bd always viewed 
through a gloomy medium. 

The ndost conspicuous; trait in fais cha- 
racter was bis singular and unwe#]ed 
industry. His long life was chiefly * 
passedvjn coHating the:clai^ic ai]||K>rs of 
antiquky,and illustrating the book of Re* 
velation ; and, even in his eighty-first 
year, he is said to have displayed proof^ 
of vigour and clearness of intellect; per- 
fectly astonishing at that protracted 
season of life. For modesty, candour, 
literary honesty, and icoiirteousness to 
other scholars, he was not only considered ^ 
the most accomplished man of his time ; 
but he is to this day ranked as the model 
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which ought to be proposed for the iml« 
tB^tion of every critic ; whil^ his valuably 
and important contribiitioas to the gene- 
ral stock of classical lore cannot fatil to 
render his memory highly interesting to 
idl eiigaged in its refined pursuits, 
l^he ispacious rooms of M9ton-*Court, 

^with their long polii^ed tables and 
benches, served strongly to vemind me 
of the hospitality of former tiniies. We 
certainly Inrve not bat few of these ye- 
neraiple mansions, whose biating hearths 
• shed a hospitable glare along the carved 
walls, agdjshining through their windows, 
invitdd those wlio passed^ to partake of: 
the good c^e&t which reigned within. In 
this respect, we have kit only the sha- 
aoio f or the subs^ce; or, as aptly ob- 
served by a periodical writer, "what 
the present race have gained in head, 
they have lost in heart/' > 

^ A visit to Mllton-Court cannot fail to 
resuscitate similar emotions oS regret ; 
and, doubtless, several of my contempo- 
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raries wiU recoonHze in its lofty baU^ the 
scene of many a jocund how, onoilxed 
with the forms and ceremonies of meiB 
recent introdaction. Frequently tmve I 
heard them recn^to those h#urs ;. andri- 
can well depict to myself the har^fess' 
^^ gambols on the green ;" the ovetihy^ng 
mirth of the harvest4i0me ; the cheerful-- 
ness and vivacity of the dance ; and thle^ 
moon-light walk across the fieldst Alas ! 
how changed the scene! Aggravated dis- 
tresses have paHially set aside the celebra- 
tion of the harvestj^home^and the dances 
to comniemorate the festiire season of dte- 
year. Where now U the smiling host, 
welcoming to his board whole groiq>esof 
healthful youth and beauty ! Where now 
is the annual booii to those swarms of 
industrious peasantry, with their hearts 
brim-fuU of gladness ! 

''When loose to f<BBtiT«joy» the ooaotry romd 
^* Laosbf'Vitb the loud nmomiy of rnktb/' # 

TAfmuon. 

Surdy,, they all appear but to have been. 
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diem^fedetasioiis of 8C)^|idIeboi^ be 
tiiia ia it may^ their absence has left a 
chsaam in the>Hiri|pphisticated enjoyments 
of country Kfe, which after-tinies have as^ 
vyM^been unaMe to suppl^ ! 

: Ab^t half a mile from Dorking, on 
^ the l^^ldlbrd road, is the manor of MY- 
foji^ ths aotient and proper name of 
4f9fvidbb k MiiidletMi, (written m Domes- 
day boo^^^Mildeton,''y and is snpposed 
to have been so-called from lying mid- 
way between the manors of Dbrking and 
Westeott. By the same record, also^ it 
appeacBito have been a mcmor before! the 
Nfiroaflaif Omquest. In 1599, it was 
gmnted^by Qoeen EKssab^th to George 
Evelyn, Es^. from whom it"* hai^ been 
tranamiited: tx> th^ successive represeB*- 
tatives ol^that antieot &mily. 
' Passing over Mlkm^Hemthy on the 
iliHrth fflde of the road may be observed* a 
'Considerable momid of earth, which, 
upon inspection is circular and flat at 
theitop; and has the appearance of having 
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bMB artlfichdlv thrown up ^t fe ^Bpttm'f 
likdy that this is one of the moimmaiti 
of the primitive inhabituits^ this cont^ 
try, called a barrow, which they threw up 
oirer their dead> There 9X0, also, aNue 
facts, which tend to coifiroi this^idea. 
A field, on Milttm-Court ftrib, a^t^iert " 
distance westward from this -mound j^nd 
adjoining the high road, is called )|?W#. 
Field, and the inhabitants in th^ n<i%h- 
boarhood have a tradition ttf waiet sooaBed 
from a battle having been fought ;there. 
This, however^ is not supjiortediby his- 
torical record, and the only. eireiinistaiiQe 
to add strength tp this tradifion is, the 
neighbouring estate being called Bury- 
Hill, as is conjectured from thefifixon 
Biifis> ^ camp or fort,, for whidh^tte situ- 
ation is well edited. 

On the left of the road^ . is a xahiage- 
drive to Bwy^HiUy the estate of Robert: 
Barclay, e»q. The road is pleMmtly 
overhung with trees, and, extending 
alrag the side of the hill, aflRmls snr in«^ 
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tdvesti^g yiew of the respiective hamlets 
of Weiriiaott and Milton, w^ile^at a short 
diMisqK^> is seen the town of Dorking, 
widi all its circumjacent beauties. 

^J^ original proprietoi^ of this estata^ 
vra^l^war^ Winter, esq. (grandson and 
h^iS^C Peter Walter, estl. a. Dorsetshire 
gent^man,) who, accidentally seeing this 
• 6©U|tf;ry, was so pleas$^d with it, thai he 
boa#9l a'^farniy called Chardkurst, and 
sev^ml otb^!^ lands in the neighbourhood 
of Bary-Hill. He occasionally resided at 
^^ house on Chardhurst, during the 
buikhug of the mansion at Bury-Hill ; 
9.nd> in tbdl* house, he was married by 
special licence to Harriet,, the youngest 
daughta* of George, Lord Forrester. 

Mr^^Waiter also made great purchases 
in Dorking, and soon became the princi- 
pal landed |>roprietor in the parish, lie 
resi4^d tO. Bury-Hill, until bis^ death 
in 1780 : he Irft one daughter, iwha, 
in 17T4,: married Viscount Grimstcm, 
created a pe^r of Great Britain in 1790; 
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by the title of Baron Verulam. She in-^ 
herited this estate^ and died in 1787^ 
leaving one son, James WalterOrimsfon, 
the present Lord Verulam, who, npoii 
m^ father's decease, sncceeded to the 
estates of Mr. Walter. Cis^rdship has 
since sold the^whole of these estates, 
with the exception of the great tytb^s of 
the parish, to wious persons. ' Jtbb 
Bury-Hill estate, together with iMteraf 
farms, &c. were purchased by Robert 
Barclay, esq. the present proprietors 

Aft^r the death of Mr. Walter, tl^e 
mansion was occupied by James Richard* 
son^ esq. and subsequently by @. Shum, 
esq. Mr. Barclay first came in 1896; 

The eminence on the north side of the 
mansion was inclosed by Mr. Walter 
from the waste of Milton manor. He 
also planted, it chiefly with 4Kcotch firs, 
which have flourished so well, that many 
goodtreeshave already been cut for timber. 
The hill on the east of »the plantatiofi, 
Ig^fongs to this estate, and is called the 
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Nmoer: on its crest is a ^wsSi giniiBier* 
iioiiM, coHiiDalciding an extensive pros* 
pect, diversified with hill and dale. 

A smatter cordon of paling incloses the 
hill, sloping in all directions, and des-^*. 
eending to a^bea^tiful terrace-^walk, and, ^ 
at length, tif the back'-firoftt of the resi- 
dency by a- fine shelving lawn. 
JPJIp mansion is both elegant and com- 
^ modifjis, and the offices are. planned on 
a& extensive^ scale. Comfort and com- 
pactness seem np less to have directed 
tfie att^Kion of the architect, than a 
dde regard ta neatness and symmetrical 
beanty. ASt superfluous ornament is 
entir^y. dispensed wtt^r ^^^ i^ absence 
is made up by Uniformity and good taste* 
The whole, is stuccoed, and hfis been 
considerably improved by ]^ Barclay. 
Beyond t||p mansjon, we land still 
stretehes away in a gentle descent to the 
edge of an extensive sheet of water, vjfith 
a small island in its centre, planted with 
trees and shrubs ;. and,.beyqpd the whole^ ^ 
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are th6 woods and grofes of Anstielmr^ 
aad a i<ich and Tariegatod.expaiiie of 
forest i^oeMry. 

The general aapect of ibis estate m tibaA 
of genuine and mmdomed rnsticiity^ witb* 
out any of those costly elegandes and 
embellishments, (so called^) which oflten 
tend to divest Nature of h» sweetest 
charms. The artificial sheet of- water in 
the front of the mamioii^ is juiiicitHisly 
managed^ so as to bear tbssemUance ofta 
riv^r; wh^ its- stream bilhes agraso^ 
bank, dlodg which a broad grateOed walk 
runs in a curvilinear direotiMi from the 
house^ and opens by an elegant iron geute 
to the ftirm4ands. ^Besides tlm, ao at- 
tempt has been made in the way of €Nrna- 
ment, except two or three summer* 
houses, wfekise simple and unqstentdUmiB 
structure reminds the pedea(pan that they 
are merely placed there for bis temporary 
accommodation, and to assist him in des« 
crying the several beauties of tlie sur- 
^arounding coantry. 

1 



eesauilis ,of bcMttifyl "verdant slopes, and 
walks twiiidmfi^ over the fir«*crowiied sum- 
mits of. the hills^ in many parts, lead- 
ing tbrcmgh Bpots, fiill of oharacteristic 
and romantic wildness^ Nothing can 
be fin». than the ascent up the furzy 
fttdes of the hiil, by rugged flints of 
steps^ beaten by frequent visitors^ and 
extendnig muler the shade oT spreading 
smd aged oaks and beeches ; and at lengtibi 
leading to, a thick grove of firs, whose 
aoniibre brandies throw around theiii an: 
aiir of melancholy, though not unpleasing, 
gioominessi At the ^sti^emity of tUs 
grove, sevaral cheerfdf walks thronghiiou^ 
rkbii^g plantations, present eL lively con- 
trast, andy after wandering through 
scenes of exquisite sylvan b^uty, burst 
ibrdi xm a J|pturesque view, full of new 
objecta to ^ragage the ideas of the con* 
tem^ative pedestrian. In another part, 
the paths unite with walks, formed by 
taltefuUy-arranged nower»*borde'rs, oveiH^ 
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looking the rieb vdley beneath, «t Imgfili^ 
terminated by bold enmeiiees, ^thickly 
clothed with wood, and ^dirtivgaidied 
by those interestiiig aj^ieHatioiis, * whieb 
make ns seek, in^our waiksj the very foot^ 
marks of the Roman sddieF/' 

On the borders of the grounds, are 
several eottagesv One of them, on tbe 
north side of the hilH wtus^lbm^rly an 
aviary, but has beenraltered into » seiiMl 
for girls, which is supported at the private 
expenceof the Mis»es Barclay, who alter- 
nately superintend the estabUsimietit. 
Tbe k)dges at the dtff^^rat gates are not 
those stiff and^fornalJbniklings, whiefe<i*e^ 
quently present sudh obvious dncongrat-^ 
ties on similar estid;es. Oli^l^ comraty , 
they are uniform specimens of ruraJ n^at^ 
ness, which feature invariably denotes 
the exeioplary effects of tUs discipline 
on the characters of their iumates. 

Such are the scenes of rural simplicity 
which Bury-HtU presents; They cannot 
foil to please infinitely more- thair all' dSe 



iM^ittow di«ppml of the choicest flower^ 
f^ardoDs ; and, aft$r the eye has feasted 
itaeif with those multicioloured scenesi the 
dBEe^t becomes doubly pleasing* Eveo 
the rttiaous hovels or the meanest cot'^ 
tage, ^has thfca.^harais of ao oniioary 
gnXi&ihtimm Here, dsQ/the rude track 
of aaagj[^dtural cart or wttggoa, and 
the sheep a«d ^h^v3 pltstHTing in the val- 
ley beaiealh th^ woody heights^ served 
to indicate the appropriation of these 
grounds to ihf^ mfire ufi^Cul purposes of 
fiinaisg. 

Mr.Barelayaiid his family preseat a 
happgr gn^i^e, whqge members arccon-^ 
stantly ^emplojyed in de^s of pore philan- 
thropy aadbenevolenee* Their individual 
merits havie already been made known to 
the public, by a eelebrated living autho- 
ress, in a publication of acknowledged 
imd deserved repute. Fidelity and ac- 
ojEimDy <^ c^tbil haye rendered her sketch 
of this a!miable femily^^n^^ of the most 
4illrikiJ»g. examples of J^^qwledge of men 
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and manners, and superior descriptire 
skill, to be met with in the whole of har 
writings. Bqual in eflEect to the most 
exquisite touches in a hi^y-finished 
portrait, no person, possessing the slighti- 
est knowledge of this fimd^y, can fail to 
recognize, in the " HILBURY'^aad *^ Bftr. 
Frankland'' of her description, tiie de- 
lightful estate of Bury-hili^ and its pn* 
sent worthy proprietor; ai^ it ixmg 
safely be said that the chapter of whidi 
they form the joint subjects, will be found 
to be equal, in interrat and aptitude of 
delineation, to the ordinary contents of 
the volume. After .this direct allusion, 
it would be indeKcate, an4' pei&aps un- 
necessary to name the authoress, or the 
production itself. Popular discernment 
has already attached a considerate diare 
of approbation to the work; and^ while 
useful and important iustruetion conti- 
nue to be conveyed in such elegant and 
welUexecuted' sketches of real lifa\ we 
trust these and all similar quali&ations 

5 
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mil not &il in meetiDg witfi Jl^eir due 
encouragement. 

Mr. :Bafclfty k well known as a stre- 
nuous prompter of the interests of our 
best: and dearest institntions-T-nationai} 
coimty/andparodbial ; and^ in their sue* 
cess, his ^sanction is not merely nominal, 
but is materially eidianced by a series <£ 
uoMrearied exertions. In these pbjlan* 
(tropic, undertakings^ Mrv B. is joined by 
die whole of his femily, who i^re uni- 
fomiiy influenced by his paternal exam-^ 
pie, ^bo4^ in pecuniary liberality and 
operative services. The same spirit of 
beneficence seems to pervade each mem- 
ber of this family ; and, thus acting in 
heavenly concert, they present a picture 
of pure anjd disinterested zeal for the 
extension of the comforts and happiness 
of their fellow-creatures. 

The exertions of this benevolent circle 
ar^ot, however, confined to acts ofpubiic 
chirity. There aye few, in their neigh- 
bourhood, that cannot bear grateful tes- 
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timoiiy to their prwete beoefieeDee^ Eni- 
ted only by the necessities of the case, te 
which their attention is directed ; and it 
is not too much to say, that, they annu- 
ally disp^ise a handsome fortune, in this 
prudent system of rdieving the casu- 
alties and calamities of their needy 
neighbours. 

Mr* Barclay possesses considoaUe 
knowledge and taste in the study of 
botany ; and his extensive gardens, in the 
neighbourhood, abound with many choice 
plants and exotics. As a practical paid 
experimental agriculturist, his talents are 
ranked high among the fiutners iX 
Surrey; and his generosity in supporting 
the interests of that honourable class of 
file community, is strictly proportionate 
with the other features of his patriotic 
character. 

Mr. B. is on terms of intimacy with 
the benevolent Mrs. Fry, Mr. Buxtmi, 
and several other public charactirs, 
whose efforts in improving our present 
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system of prison disciplif^ will long be 
recorded ;'ajid, iaco^operatiD^with tjbioise 
worthy individuals, Mr. B. :ak>Be proves 
tiimself a/siji[iQere and warm-hearted i4ii- 
laiithi^pist. 

'Mr. Barclay is a lineal dQSGe&49At of 
Robert Barclay,* the o^tebrftted apojb- 
gistifor theQuaJk^rs; a^d consequei^tly 
of an antient and ;vepy i honourable fa- 
mily. His sons;are well known. in the 
mettocpdiis/one :a^ an active partner in the 
extensive brewery concern, of which his 
&ther Is, the principial ; and the ^ther as a 
merchs^t in the city.+ 

Xeaving Bury-Hill, I strolled through 

* Tbis gentleman died at Urie in 1690, leaving seven 
children } the last survivor, Mr. David Barclay, a merchant 
ht London, bad the singular honour of receiving at bis 
{i#iiae74»i€h6<4>sidey tbroe successive kiogs^-Geocice I..II, 
and III*. when, at their accession, they favoured th^city 
with their presence. From his windows they witnessed 
the procession^ previous to their dining with the ,Lord« 
Mayor and Corporation at Gniidhall, on Lord^^Mayor's day. 

f The namies of these geittjemen will, lUso, be found 
io the iTffieial lists of many charitable, societies in ,Lon« 
don, either as presidents, vice-presidents, or co-op0rative 

a 
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the pleasant hamlet of Milton. Here I 
noticed several small cottages, presenting 
perfect patterns of cleanliness and com- 
fort. Each of these dwellings was fronted 
by a small piece of ground, well stocked 
with flowers, and laid out in beds, evi- 
dently with much oeconomy. 

A low wicket opened on a cleanly- 
swept gravelled pafii, edged with box, 
and leading to the door, on each side of 
which wefe some flowering twigs entwi- 
ning round the trunks of trees ; while 
along the walls stretched the luxuriant 
leafiness of the grape-vine, whose shoots 
grew over the window's edge, and par- 
tially blinded its panes.* From the 
flower-beds, here and there might be 
seen the sweet-briar and the rose-tree : 

members of the committees ; and, in the discharge of 
their daties, they CTince the same poblic-spirited cha- 
racter, for which tlieir family have been so long* anil 
justly celebrated. 

* The soil of Dorking and its neighbourhood is highly 
congenial to the growth of grape- fines. Hence almost 
every house in this part has its vine $ and some of them 
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there^ also, was the daisied border, spot- 
ted with gorgeous pionies, and variegated 
with tufts of pinks, or hearts-ease. In 
the midst of this motley assemblage rose 
the fantastically-clipped holly-bush, or the 
spreading old apple-tree. In another 
part, were beds of healthy vegetables, in- 
terspersed with gooseberrj-bushes and 
currant-trees ; and in a remote corner 
might be seen a rural bower, formed by 
honeysuckles and jessamines, entwining 
round osiers or rude lattice-work. 

Scarcely an inch of ground could be 
.seen which was not appropriated to some 
useful or ornamental purpose, alike ser- 
ving to indicate the assiduity of its owner, 
and furnishing a continued source of pro- 
fitable employment for his leisure hours. 

arc very prodactive. The cottages of the labouriojc 
poor arc not without this ornament, and the produce it 
nsually sold by them to their wealthier neighbours, for 
the manufacture of wine. The price per bushel is from 
4s. to 16s.i but the yariableness of the season frequently 
disappoints them in the crops, the produce of which is 
usually laid up as a set-off to the payment of rent. 

g2 
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In these scenes of cottage happiness, 
Hogarth might have found a model for 
his " Cottage of Industry," since every 
object so strictly accords with the sim- 
plicity and welUtumed satire of that 
masterly sketch.* 

In Milton - street I also noticed the 
kitchen-gardq,ns, &c. belonging to the 

* A partiDg glimpse of these peaceful abodes drew 
my attentioo to the condition of their inmates. One of 
them I fonod to be a laboarer with a tkmily of chiidreDy 
whose ayerage wages were from 14s. to 16s. per week* 
On this scanty pittance no fewer than eight individuals 
relied for sustenance, a disproportion attributable to the 
present unprecedented depression in agricultural affidrSk 
Frugality and forbearance are the only means by which 
he can wrest himself from the degradation of the work- 
house, or the acceptance of parochial relief! A rigid 
course of housewifery places the character of his mis- 
tress in a light whicli forms a model for her sex, in the 
judicious management of domestic affairs. It is thus 
the benign qualities of womaii shine forth with unrivalied 
Justre, impart to man in smiles of cheerfulness and viya- 
city the unalloyed transports of connubial bliss, and prove 
ft specific solace in the gloomy hour of woe. Sweet sample 
•f unspotted innocence ! how ofteii does thehand of private 
beneficence descend from the paternal mansion to minis- 
ter to thy wants and necessities! and how often does 
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Bury^Hill establishment. Crossing a 
narrow brook by a wooden bridge, I 
followed a pleasant walk by some hilly 
fields, which overlook Milton and the 
neighbouring estate. I soon reached 
the hamlet of Westcott^ which may be 
said' to unite all the charms of rural 
quiet, with singular gentility, and neat- 
ness of appearance. The manor, which 
is of great antiquity, is on record before 
the Conquest, and was held by Ralph 
de Felgeres^ one of the followorsof tho' 
Conqueror from Normandy. The ham- 
let contains a few cottage-residences, 
built in the modem style, and chiefly occu- 
pied by wealthy farmers^ 

Enquiring for a spot of ground, noted 
as once having been the site of an autient 
castle, I was referred to an obscure farm- 

the charitable zeal of amiable bcnefactreases exhort' 
thee by personal bounty, when drooping under sick- 
ness or misfortane. Such meritorious acts of benevo- 
lence prove how incompatible with true charity, are the 
misapplied' means of fashionable almsgiving. 

. o3 
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boase, in the neighbourhood, for some in-* 
formation on this subject. My guide led 
me to a square piece of ground, contain- 
ing about a quarter of an acre^ enclosed 
by a high bank, which is evidently artifi- 
cial. The old gentleman assured me that 
for several years past the adjoining field 
had been known by the name of ^^ Castle 
Field" and "Castle Meadow." Some 
ruins have been dug up from the spot,, 
in order to convert it to a kitchen-garden^ 
and, accordingly, it has since been called 
"Castle Garden." 

Thus, it seems probable that there 
was formerly a castle in the parish of 
Dorking. Aubrey speaks of two 
castles, by the names of Denham and 
Blackhawes, and the above are the only 
authenticated facts which can be con- 
strued into a tradition relating to either 
of them. The speculations and conjec- 
tures of antiquarians on this subject have 
been both numerous and contradictory., 
Gough, in his " Additions to Camden,,'* 



ROUND DORKING. 127 

imys, '^ over against Dorking Church, in 
a meadow^ callecUSeitAam- Castle Shadow, 
is the moat of a castle, supposed to have 
been destroyed by the Danes." 

I found my guide pretty conversant as 
to wppoHtion, but, '' his memory failing 
him/' he could afford mono further infor- 
mation as to the identity of the spot. I 
accordingly thanked the accommodating 
old gentleman for his attention, and re- 
turned to Westcott Street. Here the 
coup dTcBil of the road^ the smoke cur- 
ling between the trees^ and the entrance 
td the retired lanes, corresponded with 
the pleasing features of village-scenery. 
Groupes of lively children, i^rting on 
the flowery banks, were emblems of 
health and innocence, and broke the si- 
lence with their harmless prattle. How- 
ever ominous this simplicity might 
appear, it was in unison with the general 
deportment of these villagers, among 
whom scarcely a dissolute character 
could be found. Crime, with all its ra- 
gk4 
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pid strides, had as yet left them incor- 
rapt; and, DotwitbstandiDg the grievances 
of unrequited labour, the mal-practices 
of filching and plundering of property 
could be traced only in a few instances. 

Ascending WesicoH Hilly on the left is 
a genteel farm-house ; and, adjoining, is 
the neat residence of Mrs. Hibbert; where, 
looking oyer the hedge, I espied the re- 
tired gardens, corresponding in tasteful 
display with the rusticated cottage'-omi. 

On the crest of the hill is a small bench, 
from which spot the prospect is troly 
grand and imposing, and such as can- 
not fail to interest and amuse the wearied 
pedestrian. 

On the left are the thickly-wooded 
heights of Bury-Hill, whose sombre tints 
present a bold and vigorous fore-ground. 
Beyond Bury-Hill is seen the joyful foliage 
of the Deepdene wcH)ds, almost environ- 
ing the stately mansion ; here rising in 
amphitheatrical ridges, and there sinking 
intodeep glensandrecedinglikethe shades 
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iu a highly-finishdd paintiag. The Uanru 
reu and cheerless aspect of Brockham*- 
HiH succeeds this luxuriant display^ of 
sylvan beauty ; while its venerable neigh^ 
b6ur, BoaC'-Hilh presents a rugged' and 
frightful precipice, interspersed with its 
vtretmn, and rivalled only by the. far* 
&med enohiMitments of Norii>ury Park, 
and the blooming verdure of Denbiesand 
the Ranmer hills. 

The valley displays a scene, no. le»s 
interesting, though varying invitscha<i> 
raotep. The flirzy ruggedness of Westi^- 
eot-Iieadi descends, by numerous semdy 
ro^^ and bye paliis> to the delightful little 
hamlet, beyond which, the road winds 
over Milton-Heaili to the town of Dork- 
ing, with the picturesque country of 
Mickleham and Letherhead at the extre^ 
mity of the view. 

By a single turn of the head, this beau^ 

tiM* panoramas of Nature is compl^ted^ 

vAAk '* the Rookefy*>" and the undalating 

fields and^ meadows in the neighbour* 
o5 
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Iia0d, tenniimted by die wioding per* 
spective of the road, formed by high 
nnd-banksy and overfaiing with floarish- 
ing hedges. 

Nothing coold have exceeded the ex- 
hilarating effects of this scene. The ad- 
vancing day seemed to usher in additional 
beantiesy and exhibit the richness of the 
praqiect with increased vigoar. The 
trees waved their branches to the playful 
breezes ; the notes of innumerable birds 
resounded in the thickets ; and the lark 
was still carolling her song with all the 
sweet expressiveness of devotional ar- 
dour. The poetic features of this spot 
would furnish many happy subjects for 
the pastorals atnd sonnets of Bloomfibld, 
or the unstudied effusions of Clarb— 
whose muses can well delineate the 
artlessness of rural life in all the feeling 
fluency of melody and rhyme. Every 
one must acknowledge the effect of sub- 
lime scenery on the mind Imd heart, and 
he who but once feels the genial glow it 
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creates, will court more frequent inter- 
views with this fascinating country- 
Descending from Westcott-HiH, I 
passed the gate of the carriage-drive to 
theRookeryi and crossed the stream by 
a plank bridge. A curious stone wall 
also extends across the stream, and the 
current, running through three archesover 
several crags, gives it the appearance of 
a miniature cascade. 

After a short walk through the fields, I 

passed the Wotton rectory, a neat brick 

edifice, delightfully placed in the valley, 

and considerably improved and enlarged 

by its respective occupants. The grounds 

and gardens contiguous to the house, are 

very limited, but evince much taste in the 

arrangement. The present incumbent 

is the Hon. and Rev. John Evelyn 

Boscawen,brotherto Viscount Falmouth. 

A short distance from hence, is Wotton 

Church, consisting of various orders of 

building, both antient and modem. It 

is placed on a knoll, and embosomed in 



fiadUgrowti trees, so as to rendtev it& 
spire scarcely perceptible in the approaoh* 
The interior contains seveMl monu- 
ments, among which are tW4> neat tafotetii, 
denoting the burial-^ace of lile Earl of 
Rothes, and the deceased members of the 
family. The one to the memory of his 
lordship bears the fdlowing inscription : 

To the memory of 

George William, Earl of Rothes, 

Baroo Leslie of Bambreigby 

(son of George Raymond Byelyn, Esq* ai|d 

Jane-Elizabeth Leslie, Coantessof Rotbes 

Higher own right, whom be soooeeded in 180d ;> 

one of the sixteen Peer* of Seotiand, 

bom March 23, 1708, 

died Febmary 11, 1817. 

Praised be thy memory ! bmior'd be tiiy tomb4 
Bless'd be thy spirit in a world to come : 
AUe be was, afl^tionate and just, 

In every character of life tever'd ; 
True to his king, attentive to his trust. 

By social virtues to bis friends endeared. 

With jndg'ment sound, with understanding dear. 
One steady line of conduct he pursued ; 

Widii heffirt untainted, as with tongne sincere. 
He won the friendship of the wise and good. 
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His. initfuiert were hy graeeful tuste adorn'd^ 
His coDTersation was by sense inspired ; 

Td deafli he aniversally is mourned, 
A4b% in life was lionor^d and^dmirM; 

His«fllicied widbw, and once bappy wife, inseribe^ this 
marble, an anequai testimony of bis worth and exeei- 
lance, and bis affection; wishing that heaven to her may 
grace supply. 

A handsome tablet, on the opposite 
side, presents a contrast with the bare 
whitewashed walls, and serves to denote 
the vault of the antient family of the 
Steeres, at Ockley. 

About one hundred and sixty years ago, 
as some workmen were digging in the 
church-yard, they found an entire ske- 
leton, which, on being measured with 
a pole, proved to be 9 ft. 3 inches long. 
It was lying between two boards of the 
coffin; but, on the workmen endeavouring 
to take it out, it fell to pieces* In 
the north aisle of the chancel is the 
dormitory of the Evelyns. It is en- 
closed with wooden balustrades; and 
the tablets and devices are in the antique 
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style. The celebrated philosopher, John 
Evelyn, is interred here in ft stone coffin; 
and the following transcript of hisejH- 
taph may probably afford some interest 
to the curious reader. 

Here lies the Bod]r of 

JOHN EVELYN, Esq.; 

who having served y* publick 

in several employments, of which that 

of Commissioner of j* privy seal, in the 

Reign of King James y* 2nd., was oMxit 

honourable, & perpetuated his fame 

by far more lasting monuments than 

tliose of stone or brass ; his learned 

and usefull works fell asleep y* 27th day 

of Feb. 170|, being y« S6th year 

of his age, in full hope of a glorious 

resurrection thro' faith in Jesus Christ. 

Living in an age of extraordinary .. 

events & revolutions, helearn't 

(as himself asserted) this truth, . 

which pursuant to his intention 

is here declared-^/ia< all is vanity fD*^isnoi honeit, 

and there V no solid wisdom 

but in real piety. 

Of ^ye sons & 'three (laughters 

borne to him from his most vertuons & excellent wifo, 

Maryi sole daughter and heiress 
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of S' Rich. Browne, of Sayes 

Court, near Deptford in Kent, 

onely one daaghter, Susanna, 

married to WiUiam Draper, Esq. ; 

of Adscomb in this 

county, survived him ; y* 

two others dy ing in the 

flower of their age, and 

all y* sons very young, 

except one nani*d John, who 

deceased y* 24th March, 16d}, 

in y« 45th year of his age, 

leaving one son, John, and 

ono daughter, Elizabeth. 

The inscriptions on the other tablets 
abound with many curious specimens of 
antient orthography. Some of them are 
versified in Latin, and are highly inte- 
resting as classical productions. Beneath 
the tablet to the memory of George 
Evelyn, esq. who died in 1603, are 
carved his twenty-four children. 

The church, including the chancel, is 
small, and contains but few ostensive 
memorials besides those cdready men- 
tioned. The accom modations for the con- 
gregation are strong benches/ placed in 
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regular liaeS) and a few good pews for 
the principal families who attend. AboTc 
is a commodious gallery for singers ; but, 
owing to the want of regular psalmody, 
it is but little used by that class. 

The church-yard contains several neat 
monuments. AU of them bear suitable 
inscriptions, whose names and dates serve 
to prove that the great arbiter has studied 
no distinction, in his victims. Some of them 
are partially hidden by the unchecked 
hixurianee of the grass, and the epitaphs 
are scarcely perceptible for the thick dank^ 
ish moss encrusted on their sides. One, 
however, appears to be of more recent 
date, consisting of a large slab of black 
marble, supported by two bronzed griffins',, 
to the memory of Peter Campbell, esq., 
an opulent gentleman, fermerly of the 
island of Jamaica, who retired to a beau- 
tiful villa in the adjoining parish, where 
he passed the evening of his life^ in 
perfect tranquillity. Behind the church 
I noticed a neat pedestal, supporting w 
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urn to the memory of Mr. William Glan- 
vill, one of the clerks of the treasury, and 
receiver of the revenues of the First 
Fruits office. Mr. G. was an eccentric be- 
nefactor to this and other parishes. He 
died in January , 171|-, and by his will 
ordered, that, on the anniversary day of 
his death, forty shillings each should be 
paid to five poor boys of Wotton, upon 
condition that they shall, with their hands 
laid on his tomb, respectively repeat the 
Lord's Prayer, the Apostles' Creed, the 
Commandments, and part of the 15th 
chapter of Corinthians ; and write, in a 
legible hand, two verses of the said chap- 
ter. The surplus of an annual bequest of 
£30, he ordered t6 be applied to other 
charitable purposes. 

A broad walk, darkened by the thick 
foliage of two rows of trees, leads to the 
modernized porch ; while another ap- 
proach is by a rude flight of steps up 
the side of the hill. The whole cemetery 
bears an air ef pensive solemnity, and 
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geems well calculated to revive, in medi- 
tative cielaacholyi the sad recollection of 
the many scenes which have been wit- 
nessed within its walls. The fertiliz* 
ing soil, likewise, tends to nourish crops 
of rank and flourishing weeds, which 
have, in some instances, completely over- 
grown the several little knolls. 

The village rite of decorating and 
planting the graves of the defunct with 
flowers and evergreens, appears to be here 
entirely abolished, although, according to 
various authorities, this ceremony was 
universally prevalent at no very distant 
period. The origin of the custom may 
be traced to the Greeks and Romans, 
who considered it df such importcmce, 
as to have it expressed in their wills, 
in which they often directed roses to be 
strewed and planted on their graves, as 
specified by an old inscription at Ra- 
venna, and another at Milan. Hence, 
Propertius has this expression ; 

«« .— -^ ct tencKi poncret cwwa. Rosk.^ 

2 
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** We adorn their graves," says 
Evelyn, in his Sylva^ *' with flowers 
and redolent plants, just emblems of the 
life of man, which has been compared in 
Holy iScriptures to those fading beauties, 
whose roots, being buried in dishonour, 
rise again in glory." The rose, however, 
appears to have been the favoured flower 
among the antients ; and of which Evelyn 
says, "this sweet flower, borne on a 
branch set with thorns, and accompanied 
with the lily, are natural hieroglyphics of 
our fugitive, umbratile, anxious, and 
transitory life, which, making so fair a 
show for time, is not yet without thorns 
and crosses." He also tells us that the 
custom was not altogether ^xtinct in his 
time, near his dwelling in Surrey, " where 
the maidens yearly planted and decked 
the graves of their defunct sweethearts 
with rose-bushes." Camden, in his Bri- 
tannia, remarks, " here also is a certain 
custom, observed time out of mind, of 
planting rose-trees upon the graves, es* 



140 A PROMENADE 

pecially by the young men and maid^s, 
who have lost their loves: so that the 
church-yard is now full of them." This 
last- mentioned passage may, probably, 
dlude to the church-yard at Ocldey, a 
short distance from Wotton; of which 
Aubrey observes, "In the church-yard 
are many red rose-trees, planted among 
the graves, which have been there beyond 
man's memory. The sweetheart, (male 
or female) plants roses at the head of 
the grave of the lover deceased ; a maid 
that lost her dear twenty years since, 
yearly hath the grave new turfed; and 
continues yet unmarried." 

The unsophisticated feeling of sorrow 
which dictates these observances will be 
found abundantly scattered throughout 
the productions of our early poets. Thus 
Shakespeare's Arvigarus in Cymbeline : 



With fairest floWers, 



Whilst lammer lasts, and I live here, Fidele, 
I'll sweeten thy sad grave.; 

• • • « * 

Yea, and furr'd moss, besides, when flowers are none. 
To wioter-groand thy corse. 
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TbeHaioaaesehave, also, to this day, a 
custom of visitiog the tombs of their pa- 
Donts once a^year, in order to pluck awa(y 
the weeds and grass from their graves, 
and freshen, with paints of different co- 
lours, the characters of their epitaphs : 
this they consider aa imperious diity, and 
accordingly perform the ceremony with 
much solemnity. 

The fastidiousness of artificial refine- 
ment basrinimost instances deposed these 
pleasing tributes of sim^erity; audi has 
filled our church-yards with objects by no 
means so well calculated to inspire the 
genuineness of emotion which we might 
feel in performing the last exequies at the 
grave of a friend, by decorating it with 
chaplets of flowers, or planting it with 
doleful evergreens.* Etiquette has thus 



♦ *« This a«age," says the degant author of the Sketch 
Book, *' may still be met with id the charch-yards of re- 
hired Tillages among tife Welsh mountains : and I recol- 
lect an instance of it at the small town of Ratben, which 
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c<mtrived to declaim agaiost this rite, and I 
to substitute a series of pageant forms 
and ceremonies, which, however, are far 
exceeded in pathos and expression by 
.the mournful minstreby and untutored 
sympathies of village funerals. 

WottoUy or Wodeton, formerly gave 
name to this hundred. Mri Aubrey sup- 
poses this to be the manor of Wodinton, 
mentioned in the charter of 30 Edward I. 
1302, as then in ^e possession of Wil- 
liam de Latimer, to whom a grant was 



lies at the head of the beaatifal Tale of Clewyd. I ba?6 
been told also/* coDtinaes he, *' by a friendy who was pre- 
lent at the funeral of a young girl in Giamorg^nsbire, 
that the female attendants bad tiieir aprons full of flowers, 
wbicb^ as soon as the body was interred, they stuck aboat 
the grave. He noticed several graves which had been 
decorated in the same manner. As the flowers had been 
merely stock in the ground, and not planted, they had 
soon withered, and might be seen in various states of de- 
cay i some drooping, others quite perished. They were 
afterwards to be supplanted by holly, rosemary, and other 
evergreens: which on some graves had grown to great 
luxuriance, and overshadowed the tombstones." 
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iti then made of two fairs to be held there. 

im William, his second son, afterwards pos- 

re^ sessed the manor, then called Wodeton, 

Q k which, upon his death in 1327, he left to 

m his son. The parish is nine or ten miles 

from north to squth ; and near its extre- 

ffi mity, on the borders of Sussex, is Oak^ 

ii fvood chapel, a building apparently of 

ii considerable antiquity. 

K Adjdning Wotton, on the west, is 

li jibingeTy which, as Aubrey conjectures, 

I received its name from Abm, an eminence 

or rising ground, the upper part of this 

parish being the most elevated spot in 

s' the county. The manor has been in the 

possession of the Evelyn family upwards 

J of two centuries. The church, also , stands 

on very high ground. At the west end is 

a low wooden tower, rising from the roof, 

€Uid surmounted with a low pyramidic^l 

spire, which presents a pleasing object in 

the landscape, viewed from the gate of 

Wotton church-yard. 

In the parish of Abinger, on the road 



144 A PROMENAOB 

to Leith^-Hill, is BMVhmst. The yesi« 
dence, a neat structure, adjcHiM an eS(tefi<- 
sive wood; and ou die south, are seme 
beautiful enclosures, coataimng about 
forty acres. The house has been for so»te 
time untenanted ; notmtiistaiidhig, the es- 
tate forms an eligible retreat for the lover 
of rural retirement. The cottagea on Uie 
road -side, and the neighbouring coAiaion, 
furnish many interesting scenes ofiiunible 
life ; and the native simpUeity and ii9«rf'- 
fensive manners of their inhabitants well 
bespeak the true characteristics of tbe 
English peasant. Every thing in tJm 
spot bears the tranquil serenity of the 
sequestered village: the. moss-clad cot-* 
tage, the pleasant little greet}, the flo^^r- 
garden, the wicket, the neatlyi-mended 
paling, and the green- lanes, winding past 
the boundary of the adjoining estate-^are 
objects which contribute to mitke up the 
most captivating features of an English 
landscape, whose harmony has not beeii 

1 
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(|ifi(t|irb^4 1>7 the sophistry of art. Abin- 
ger^HaUy %,)}Skndspme and commodious 
liilla) is situated on the north side of 
<|[ie Guildford road. This retired spot 
ijS now in t^e possession of James 
3carlett» e^q. m. p. whose profundity and 
elpgcience a^ a lawyer and statesman are 
s^lready well known. The house is de- 
U^btfully placed on an eminence, sur- 
rounded h^. a £ne lawp, .plantations, und 
shrubbery hffll^ the river, with a cascade 
in front The^contiguous scenery consists 
of woody knolls and bold rising hills, pre- 
senting rich successions of fascinating and 
picturesque country. 

From Wotton church-yard gate, is the 
road to Leith-Hili, turning off through the 
venerable woods of Wotton-place, over 
Abinger^common, by Parkhurst, as above 
described. 

A neat park«gate on the lefl of the road 
leads by the .carriage^drive to Wotton^ 
J%ice,^envii^oned with all its sylvan boast ; 
and the prospect terminated by the bold 

H 
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outline of Leith-Hill, surmounted with its 
tower. The mansion is situate in the an- 
gle of two beautiful valleys, and near the 
junction of two streams, which are well 
supplied with water from the springs 
issuing out of jthe hill, to the south. It 
is celebrated as having been the residence 
of the Evelyns, since the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth ; but more especially as the 
birth-place and retirement of Johic Eve- 
lyn, esq., of whom the following bio- 
graphical notice may not prove altogether 
incurious. 

Descended from an antient, honour- 
able, and opulent, house ; established ia 
a part of England, where he could par-^ 
take of the delights of a country life, 
which no man loved more dearly, and the 
advantages of science and society, which 
no man could estimate more justly > or more 
entirely enjoy, — the life of John Evelyn 
may be regarded as one of the most ad- 
mirable portraits of the genuine English 
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dbafacten Trained up in the geniality 
c^a generous and constitutional spirit of 
Ipy^ky, and in the true principles of the 
church . establishoient, he was /neither 
jiwayed by the rancour and bitterness of 
politiqal or puritanical party -spirit. 

Such acharacter is in itself amiable and 
estimable ; and, in these untoward ttxkies, 
a Tisit to the site where the true philoso- 
pher once indulged in all the various pur- 
suits of literature . and science, cannot 
feil to prove interesting to the reflective 
mind. The birth-place — the nursery — 
the school — ^theresidence — and the de»ath« 
place of this admirable man, are alike 
consecrated by the purity of so perfect a 
model of moral. worth and excelleiice. 
Every object connected with those sea- 
sons becomes enhanced in our minds, by 
communieatiag with a chain of asspcia- 
.tioms^ w»hieh animate the contemplatist 
with recollections of his greatness ; and 
leadhim into a train of musings, copiously 
•stored with materiel. 

h2 
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Sooh wdre my fieelings ajs I ap{>roaclied 
thaC^venefabte pile of btrilditig — ^Wotton 
House, where John Bvi^lyti wlts^ born in 
October, 1620. RiebMdi £>retyD, his fa- 
ther, possessed im estate of about J&4yOOO 
a-year^ ^^welt-tvooded and full of timber.''^ 
At four years <Adi be wa& taught to read 
by the vittage sehboltaiast^, - Over the 
porch of Wolton dhurch ; and, at six, his 
picture, (to use his own words,) ^^ was 
drawn in oyl,byChattereH, no ill painter .i*" 

* *^ To give an instance of what atore of woods and 
timber of prodij^ioas shse there were grown in our tittle 
coOBtj of Sorrey, my owb gFandfittherinMl stmding »« 
Wotton» and about that estate; timber thit now were 
worth 100,000/. Since of what was left my father, (who 
M^as a great preserver df WoodJ thero has been 30,000/. 
-.worth of timber fallen 'by the axe, and the fury of (be 
hurricane (ha 1708, by'wbieh upwards' of 1008 treea^were 
blown down ;) — now no niore,Wotton stript and naked, 
and asbatned almost to own its name." ' 

^jftoa, VookUi. eintp.r. 

f This picture, if stDl in possession of the familj, 
would form an invaluable treasure in tlie cabinet of the 
virtuoso ; and Would, doubtless, give rise to some cu- 
rious conjectures among \l\e pliysiognombts of the pre- 
sent day* 
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4Jfter stiidying soma time.at Ijeweft and 
Eton, in 1636 he entered the Teinple, 
and, in the following y^ar, ha was placed 
as a fetlovf -commoner at Baliol college, 
Oxfoitl; Buping the la$t yeiariof hia re* 
sidence' there, his ^ovnger broUieK oame to 
be his. chamber fellow. Bdftji soon nmamoi 
to the Middle Temple : and^ttbcmtlfavee 
months after ihiB, thait fotteri died^^f : ^ 

The 9^s of fhe tiaies; were, now too ^ 
evident to. bo mistaken*' Outrages, liad 
been committed in varions/parts, and li- 
bels and inveetiyes weraactindgr.sdvii^ 
the seedd of di^sentibn inr^.e^ diT)^dtian& 
Evelyn had been present at the trial of 
the Earl of StraflTord, ani^ hadiwitnesfied 
'^ the fetal stroke which sevei^ Iront its 



QA January. We at night followed the iD(uin)ii^ be%r|^ 
to the church at Wotton, where after a sermon and 
funeral oration my father was interred near his formerly 
erected monuvent^ and mingled with tbe'ashAsi>f oar 
mother, bis deve wife," 

b3 
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shoulders, the wisest head in England^" 
In this portentous state of af&irs, he 
resolved on quitting this country for. the 
continent. He remained about three 
months in the Netherlands, and then re- 
turned home. Soon after this/ the civil 
war broke out, and Evelyn went with his 
horse and armsto join the king. He did 
not remain there long, but retired to his 
brother's house at Wotton, where he 
be^n to improve the gardens. 

When the covenant was pressed, Eve- 
lyhtibsen tediiimself , and , liaving obtained 
the king'siicense to travel, he set out, ac« 
companied by an old fellow-collegian, 
named Thicknesse. He passed through 
France, into Italy, after having witnessed 
the chief objects of popular curiosity; and, 
having remained in Italy two years, he 
met with a Mr. Abdy, a man of much 
modesty and erudition ; Waller, the poet ; 
and one Captain Wray ; — in whose com- 
pany he set out on his return. Having 
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reachedij Paris, Evelyn resolved to so-^ 
journ in that city, vt^here he learnt the 
German and Spanish tongues, and fre- 
quented a course of chemistry; and having 
become intimate in the family of Sir 
Richard Browne, the British resident am- 
bassador at the court of France, he married 
hi&daitghtei!,then igt her fourteenth year, ha 
being twenty-seven. About three months 
after his marriage, he was calledinto l^g- 
land, leaving his wifier with her parents. 
Charles was at that time in thq hands of 
bis enemies. Evelynremained in England 
until after ^^unldngship" had been pro- 
claimed, when he obtained a passport for 
France. 

Evelyn returned to England in 1650, 
and, notwithstanding his waxmattach^. 
ment to the royalists, he remained for 
some time unmolested. Sayes Court, the 
estate of his father-in4aw, at Deptford!, 
was at this time suffering from want of 
being secured from the usurpers. He was 
advised to re^de on it^ and compound 
h4 
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With the governnaeiit^ whicli Chailes acb- 
thorized him to do : and, at the same 
ti me, charged him with theperilous com« 
mission o£ corresponding with him and 
his ministers. . 

The estate at Deptford, when it be-i 
eame Evelyn's property, consisted of pasr 
ture-land, an orchard, %nd a holly hedge.^ 
This afforded iine scope for the exemse 
of the philosopher's in^^nious. mind, atid 
wa^ afterwavds, the fruit of thosae^drtst 
jU which h^ developed his great capafaili^ 
ties for ofiiametital gardenings a brancH 
of science virhich hitherto had never fltni« 
rished id fSngland. 

At the time Evelyn commenced hlis 

* When the tlzar of Muscovy came to England ia 
• 1698, he was desirods of liavitig tfaease of Sa>es Courf, 
ms beiog near the King's Dock-Yard^ at D^ptfdrd, where 
that Diouarch proposed instracting himself in the art of 
ship^building. During his stay, he did so much damage, 
that Mr. Evelyn ba<i an aMoivance of 160/. ft)r ft. Oitb 
of thd Czar*6 f«v(^arite recreaikins wb^ being wheeled iu 
a barrow through the holly-hedge, which provoked the 
philosopher to mcike the following observation: ^^TAwUi* 
to the Czar for spotlit^ m^g^rAn.^\ 
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horUcQltural labours, there were 110 ex^ 
ainples for imitation. All was devised by 
bis own active tnind, atid eoiiseqiiently 
gaid^ foy the taste of bis a^«* This 
8ub)eet did not, however, wMHy engross 
his attention t and, although 4iot an actual 
proselyte to the doctfine4>f vej^table diet, 
his industry in the culture of plants and 
obtaining a knovvledge of dieir several 
properties was unremitted. 

Evelyn wa« staunchly opposed to the 
arch villany and tyrannical abuses of 
Cromwell's governnJeirt. Fanaticism, 
end the wildest extravagaifces of politic 
cal feuds then agitated and convulsed the 
country, until the atrocities. of the usur- 
pet* •brougbt 00 a premature deoay, em- 
bitt^ving his latter days with (^e stinging 
conscioutoess of his en mes. The death 
of the Prc^ectot* wi^ far from allaying the 
angry spirit which his conduct had stirred 
up* H is brother was treated with indig- 
nity ; " parties and pretenders strove for 
the government ; and all was anarchy and 
h5 
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confusion." Evelyn had hitherto been 
little more than a bye*stander in this 
political storm : his garden and planta- 
tions had in the mean time becojmd the 
subjects ofpopuiar conversation ; and, ia 
the course of his retirement, he had pub« 
lished some useful and important works. 
These wei-e, " a translation of the first 
book of Lucretius :" " St. Chrysostom's 
Golden Book for the education of ChiU 
dren ;'' and " the French Gardener and 
English Vineyard." 

At the commencement of the restora* 
tion, Evelyn came forward, and notwith- 
standing the danger attendant on the en- 
terprize, he published an apology for the 
royal party and the king. Besides the 
satisfaction of having rendered his coun- 
try a most essential service, Evelyn had 
private reasons for rejoicing in the res- 
toration of Charles II. It brought home 
his father-in-law, Sir Richard Browne^ 
after nineteen years' exile; and thuslargely 
contributed to his doniestic happiness. ; 
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He was constantly received at court by 
Charles, with his usual aiiability, and was 
on terms of close intimacy with the king, 
who nominated him one of the council of the 
Royal Society c He was soon after chosen 
one of the commissioners for correcting 
various mal-practices in the city of Lon- 
don ; and in 1664, when war was de-?- 
clared against the Dutch, he was ap- 
pointed one of the commissioners for tak»« « 
ing care of the sick and wounded priso- 
ners. The duty was grievously onerous ; 
and, in the midst of this distress, the 
plague broke out in London, and swept 
off from 4 to 5000 persons weekly. The 
contagion soon spread : Evelyn sent his 
wife and family to Wotton, but staid 
himself to look after his charges. The 
ravages of the pestilence did not how- 
ever dismay him in the fulfilment of his 
duty ; he resisted them with ^ the zeal 
and humanity of a true philanthropist, 
for which he afterwards received Uie perT 
sonal thanks of the king. 
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On Sept^ 2, 1666, the ever-memorable 
fire broke out in EiOndoh, and spread fresh 
calamities and devastation in that quarter. 
Evelyn was an eye-witness of that de- 
structive conflagration, and remarked tiiat 
he never observed such genera! resigna- 
tion or less repining among sufferers : the 
disaster gave but few obstacles to Ibe re- 
gular channel of mercantile affairs ; and 
the ruins had scarcely ceased smoldtig, 
when Charles actually introduced a new 
fashion of dress, formed upon the Persian 
mode. Our philosopher, at this time, 
beheld with heartfelt regret, the pro- 
fligacy of the court, and the defective 
state of the national morals. Gaming, 
brutal sports, and the degenerating li- 
centiousness of the stage, had corrupted 
many of his contemporaries ; and, in 
the midst of these immoralities, bisiife 
presented an uniform example of public 
and private virtues ; and, racked as was 
that age by civil and religious factions, 
Evelyn had no enemy. 
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III I ^, Ite . 1^ Sayfei Ctom*, to pasfe 
tlie itihatftd^r of iiis 4ays at Wottc>ii. 
Ahchott five years after, Ws brotfier died. 
The mefnainder bf.liis life was spettt ih 
that ttnenibittelred repose, which those, 
>Vhose past Kfe has been so honoft^abl^ 
i^pent, can bnly 'en^oy. The feprolibhe^ 
of corifeeiettfee tiever intrudfed on the iierei- 
*rity oif his private houirs ; h$s maililei^ 
and dispdsitibn ensured him 4jiliil^rsiil 
respect ; and in thisbap^py old age, he 
fell asleep, in the year 1706. 

The summary of his public deeds will 
remain in the pages of our history, as 
everlas^ng memorials of troe patriotism, 
foenevol^nce^and unetring rectitude of con ^ 
duet. Whether in thecloset, or the wide 
field of public action, he cheni^ied that 
friendship and esteem, which ftttetided 
him to his grave, a.nd has rmmortalized'hii^ 
name in the memory of snisceeding ages. 
Nothing which innovation can ietdduce 
will impair his celebrity. As an iautj^or, 
his talents, though not prominent, were 
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Implied to subjects of practical utility. 
His Sylva }yeeomes a work of national 
importance, from its valuable informa- 
tion on the methods by which Britain has 
triumphanUy maintained the superiority 
in her naval strength. His Diary , or Ka- 
lendarium may be considered as one of 
the most fioished specimens of autobio- 
grai^y in ^e whole compass of English* 
literature — presenting a true picture of 
HIS TIMES, sketched with rare fidelity, 
neither winking at the follies and vices of 
Royalty, nor sullying his pages with the 
acrimony of their unprofitable conteD- 
tions. Although an intimate friend of* 
Charles II. and James II., he utterly dis- 
countenanced their arbitrary measures. 
His mind, unbigoted by sects, granted 
universal toleration in its most extended 
latitude. His diligence in the discharge 
^f public duties i*anked him as a faithful 
servant, both to his sovereign and to hi^ 
couptry. When retired from the busy hum 
of public life, the hours of his solitude 
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w^re advantageouiily filled up with pro-^ 
moting the interests of his fellow crea- 
tures, and in recording the events of his life, 
the details of which have already afforded 
many hours of pure delight to the curious 
and historical reader. His Memoirs^ toge- 
ther with a selection of familiar letters and 
private correspondence, were published in 
1818, in two bandsonie quarto volumes; 
and both in point of editorial arrangement 
and typographical elegance, they may be 
considered as a valuable acquisition to the 
library of the man of letters. The ori- 
ginal Mss. and documents descended 
with the estate to the late Sir Frederick 
Evelyn, bart. This gentleman, dying 
without issue, entrusted the whole to the 
late Lady Evelyn, by whom they were 
delivered to W. Bray, esq. a gentleman of 
considerable antiquarian research, and 
under whose able superintendence the 
work was printed,*the last sheetsof which, 

* Mr. Bray has long resided at the village ofSheire, a 
short distance from Wotton ; und, although upwards of 
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with adedioatton to lady E. wem actu- 
ally in tl^ httads of the printer at the 
hour of her death « 

Among- ti» honoumliile creots of Mr. 
Evelyn's Itfe^ it fihould not be forgotten » 
that, as the first treasurer of Greenwich 
Hospital, be laid Ihe £Mindati(m'*stone of 
that fipleadld.^stiddishmeqt. In 1^6^, 
when the Rbya^ Society was established, 
be was appointed oone of Jd)e first Fellows 
in Council, and itopk an active part in its 
estabiishtnent and condiict. He pro- 
cured Mr. Howard's library to be. given 
to them ; and, to 1667, the Arundehao 
Marbles -to the university of OLxford. 
Among his numerous plans, he proposed 
to Mr. Boyle, in 1659, to found a philo- 



fourscore, bis exertions are still as arduous as ever in the 
cause of literature and science* The veteran ser\'tce8 of 
tills gentieikian well qnalified bim for such » task, and in 
the execation of it, be has by no means' disappoinfed the 
expectations of our /iVera^t, among whom^^real anxiety 
had been maqifestedfor the publication.of tbeae valtt^Je 
and important documents. 

3 
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sc^Moal' college for !$e(4ri9m€9i( ; wd^ 
the country bdiig U Uiat tittie distracts 
ed by court intrigtira add popidar ftfry, 
be is said to have comimDoed a mod^ 
of this scheme at \m brother's seat at 
Wolton- 

- He traa the bM sheriff of the countieet 
dT Surrey and Sasaex jdntly ; on t^ich 
eccasfioii he aitenfled the judges with 116 
ftetVBMii^in green satbi deif&Iets and clotb 
doadca^guatded with silviergalloon^aa wera 
dbebriflus of ^eirlurts^ which Mneremdmrnf 
ed Tri% wMte fealhera. These men car«# 
lied new javelins ; jand two trunirpetfeta 
bore banners, on^wUieh were emblassoned 
]m araie* There w^, be^ides^ thkty 
gentiemen, to whom he was unele^ or. 
^reat uncle, dl dbd vk the aattie coloitifi^ 
whe came wi^ aeverat others to do btioi 
bcMibur. 

Mm, Horace Walpole, io the course of 
dM^nany elegant and failhfal pictures of^ 
mmiand mamieiSi whiehhe hasBoadn^i- 
mbly dmwn in his Catohgw ofEngra^ 



162 A PROHEKA08 

mersy gives the (bllowiog sketch of the 
character of Mr. Evelyn :* 

'^ I mean not to write his life," ssgps this 
intelligent author, ^^ but I mast ^lierve 
that his life was a course of enquiry^ dboidyy 
curiosity, instruction, and benevolence. 
The works of the Creator, and the mi- 
nute labours of the creiU^ure, were all ob- 
jects of his.pmrsuit. He unfolded the 
perfecticm of the one, and assisted the 
imperfection of the other. He adored 
firom examination; was ia. courtier that 
flattered only by informing his prince, 
and by pointing i out what was worthy 
for him to countenance." 

A single retrospect of the life of this 
oelebrated philosopher, and the times in 
which be flourished, teems with interest- 
ing incident, and introduces us to one of 
the most important epochs of Engli^ 
history. He lived in the busy reigns of 
Charles I., Cromwell, Charles II., James 
H^, attd William III. ; although a eooit 

**• Mr. Bfelyn was an •ngnvtr, and pnbli8h«d ••me Tiewn betirtei 
Rome and Naples, drawn by him in liis trayel*. 
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favourite of two of those mbnarelv^ ^o 
ambitioQ for royal or popular distiDction 
or applause ever induced him to swerve 
from a conscientious and unbiassed dis* 
charge of his public duties. He was^ 
also, in habits of close intimacy with the 
most eminent men of those days : fo- 
reigners distinguished for learning or the 
arts, who came to England, seldom left 
it without visiting him ; and the prudent 
course which he took in the political affairs 
of his time, proves him to have been actu- 
ated only by a spirit of genuine and dis- 
interested patriotism. His literary con- 
temporaries consisted of some of the 
brightest luminaries which this country 
has produced ; among whom we may 
recognize the venerated names of Milton, 
Cowley, Marvell, Dryden, Locke, 
Nevtton, Swift, Shaftesbury, Addison, 
Bolingbroke, Pope, and Gay. We may, 
indeed, challenge history to produce so 
many men of splendid genius living with- 
in an equal period of time; and when it 
is considered how congenial their society 



164 A PROMENABS 

mugt bave bdefi to the tMU Mcbdisposi-- 
tion ofEvelyn^'^iDiist be ^cowscdeitid as 
having heM eiqadfy Wdt ittk^ to the age 
ID which be lived. 

I was now induced to make some aU 
tempt to gain admittance to view the in- 
terior of the library. The house^ although 
in a valley, is actually on part c^ Leith- 
Hill, the rise from thence being very gra^ 
dual. Evelyn describes it in his Dtaryy 
as ^Marge and antient, suitable to those 
hospitable times, and so sweetly environed 
with those delicious streams and venerable 
woods, as in the judgment of strangers as 
well as Englishmen, it may be compared 
to one of the most pleasant Seates in the 
nation, most tempting to a great person 
and a wanton purse to render it conspi- 
cuous : it has rising grounds, meadows^ 
woods, and water, in abundance." His 
Diary likewise contains a fac-'i^mile of 
a curious autographic sketch of Wotton 
House in 16^3, in which the grounds ap- 
pear laid out according to the fantastical 
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custom of that period. Much of the an- 
tient htmse yet remains. The library, on 
the north ^de^ was buiR by the philoso- 
pher's ^on^ Sir John Evelyn, who was 
created a baronet in 17 1 3. He inherited 
the Uterary.taste^ as- well as^ the patri- - 
mony, of his ancestors^ and lived here 
ttniv;eri$ally beloved and r^pected. The 
drawing-room in the sputh front was 
added by Sir Frederic.* The whole is a 
quaint and irregular pile of building, and 
exhibits the various additions and im- 
provements made by its respective pro- 
prietors. 

My guide, a female servant^ led me to 
the library, which opens by a glazed door 
ona fine sheet of lawn. The dimensions 
are4^ feet in height, 14widt)i|jandasmany 
length; The curious collation of books 
was cpnsiderably augmented by the late 

* Sir F. E?«iyo W9«*mudi atfttefaed .to the tporft of 

^|lNs;iiii€^i}d<fbe.^liK. i|^fi«HnNnflitiiee9tAblislitnent 

at Wottep with t()e samcspjritof |)ospitality, for which 

his family had been so long^ dislUigaished ; and died m 

.1812. 
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Lady Evelyn, who likewise had a com* 
plete catalogue arranged by Mr. Upcott, 
of the London Institution. In addition 
to the printed works, there are several 
valuable papers on every subject, written 
by the celebrated philosopher, whose in- 
defatigable industry was such, that in his 
extensive and volnniinons correspondence 
during his long life, he ne\'er employed an 
amanuensis : he has also left transcripts, 
in his own hand, of great numbers of 
letters, both received and sent ; and; 
among his mss. is a bible, bound in three 
volumes, the pages filled with notes. 

I amused my^f wiUi looking curso- 
rily over the shelves, and found several 
works which would prove highly gratify- 
ing to the bibliographer, and were wor- 
thy of a more ddiberate examination. 
Near the chimney-piece I noticed several 
bound pamphlets, among which were ''An 
Apology for the Royal Party/' and '* The 
late News, or Message from Brussels 
unmasked;" both of which were published 
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by John Evelyn in 1659. They present 
a curious specimen of the typographic art 
at that time, and, in their literary cha'- 
racter, they may perhaps be said to re- 
semble the most popular political jeux 
d^esprits of the present day. 

I reluctantly left this bibliographical 
treasury, and, enquiring for the portrait of 
the philosopher, by Sir Godfrey Kneller, 
the girl replied ^* M^ap you mean Sylvy 
Bvelyn, sir ;" and, accordingly, led me to 
the drawing-room, where I found the 
original in excellent preservation, sur- 
rounded by several other paintings. 
An old table of a solid piece of beech, 
about six feet in diameter, is shewn as 
one of the curiosities of the house.^ 

My guide now led me to the grounds 
on the sou|;h side of the house. Here I 
found a basin of water, with a fountain in 



* The philosopher^ table, mentioned in his Siflva, 
formed of a large oak plank, is now destroyed. 
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the centre, and a temple, containing some 
allegorical figures supplied with water, 
whiqh they disgorge into small basins 
beneath. The temple, or colonnade, is 
backed by full-grown firs, oa the other 
side of which is a beautifijd lawny track, 
communicating with the noble l^ch 
woods by several winding walks, which 
not only present a delightful retreat fqr the 
contempl^tist, but, at the same time, in« 
$pire.him with many grateful reminis* 
(fences of theirformerpossessors. Ac^oin- 
iug the pleasure-grounds, is a large en-* 
closed flower-garden, which, was to have 
formed one of the principal objects in the 
philosopher's ^^ Elysium Britannicum/' 
This idea has been partly realized by the 
late Lady Evelyn, who arranged the 
flower-garden and green-house, which 
she also embellished witli several curious 
plants and flowers, both native and exotic. 
The latter adjoins the mansion, and my 
guide informed me, that, previous to the 
last illness, her ladyship passed much 



ROUND DORKINO. 



169 



time in her green-house, in the arrange- 
ment of which, her taste for botany was 
happily displayed. She died in London, 
in I81T, aged seventy-two, after a lin- 
gering illness, which had long baffled 
all medical skill. 

Her ladyship was the only daughter 
of William Turton, esq. of Stafford- 
shire. As the relict and descendant 
of the pious and learned John Evelyn, 
iShe took pride in preserving the memo- 
riats of that antieilt and honourable 
family, of which she considered herself 
the representative. Like her venerable 
predecessor, she lived not for herself: 
those who were favoured with her friend- 
ship will cheerfully bear testimony to the 
urbanity of h^r manners and general kj)»d- 
ness. Her death was, also, deeply de- 
plored by the numerous poor in her neigh- 
bourhood, to whom she proved a con- 
stant benefactress. By her will, she re- 
turned this estate to her family, devising 
it to John Evelyn, esq., who descended 
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ffou George Evetyn, esq. the purchaser 
of the same in 1579. 

Borderifug on the woods, is a broad 
graveMed walk, which, in the lile^time of 
Lady £velyn, was constanUy swept deaqi 
by several aged women, who subsisted on 
her iveekly bounty. The rivulet wmding 
through the valley is diversified with se- 
veral little fieills, and was fornserly of great 
importance* Mr. Evelyn, in a letter to Mr. 
Aubrey, dated 8th Felpruary, 1675, says 
^^ that on the i^ream near his house for- 
merly stood naany powder-mills, erected 
by his ancestors, who wece the very first 
tlmt brought that invention int(» England ; 
before which we had all our powder from 
Flanders."^ He also says, ^^that on this, 
stream were set up^ the first brass mills 
for casting, hammering into plates, and 

* ^e gUe:) an account of one of tbesie mills blowing, 
up, \ihjch broke a beam, 15 inches in diameter, at 
W^otton-Place ; and states that one standing lower down 
tpwards S^re^ on blowing up> shot a piece ol^ limber 
tlirough a cottage, which took off a poor woman*s head, 
as she was spinning. 
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cutting ftttd tffttwwg ifftottlf^y «fc«t Were 
in Eftglaiid : &h^, a ftilling Mill, £ihA ai 
mill for hamttletfeg rvatt, iM^i #hich di^e 
ncyw dertiolished^. Sftk^h a variety of 
ittilfs Oft so iMkti^# ^ b^if6k, aiSd *]^ fitflfe 
ae eoitipae!^ M thM tiftif^v ^^ "^ l# be 
Hie* ^ffe ?ft atiy mhet psfcrt of Eftgtafti^." 
Tlie last of these nrtfls g^te maimer td A 
stfrerft direet of hartalet m ffee {)arfeh of 
Abfetgef, wfftch, td^ thi» day, its:- entiled the 
Haj]*i«*er, Afifotfeer sfreAm, taking' ife 
rise at the base of Leith-Hift, whids it» 
way toDotkitig, where it fekes the name 
of Pipbrook, and, supplying six eorn iwifflfe, 
in the cotrrseof two rtrifcs, fiiwiHy empties 
itseif into the rivet Mdb, under Bbx-hill. 
Hie RooHefffy adjorniug the Wotton 
estate, is situate on the bank of the last 
of these streams. It was some time the 
property of Abraham Tucker, esq., of 
Betch worth Castle, of whom it was pur- 
chased in 1759, by Daniel Malthus, esq.,* 

* Mr. i\fttlthusdic4aitii/6iery; near Guildford, in Jan. 
1800. ' He \f as tt>e admiDed^ tticxigh for some time un« 

i2 
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father of the cdebrated politiealcBCODoiiikt 
of that name. The residence was formerly 
an obscure &rm-hoiise, called Chert*gate. 
Mr. Malthus first took advantage of 
the beauties of hill and dale, wood and 
water, in this estate, and converted it into 
an elegant seat, to which he gave the pre- 
sent appellation. In 1768, he sold it to 
Richard Fuller, esq., by whom it was con- 
siderably enlarged, and left at his death, 
in 1782, to his son. By him it was de- 
vised to Richard Fuller, esq., the present 
proprietor. The residence is situated 
about a quarter of a mile south of the 
main road, in a narrow vale, enclosed with 
hanging hills. The whole of the building 
is rough-cast, surmounted with battle- 
known, translator of the Sorrows of Werter ; of an Essa^ 
on Landscape, from the French of the Marqnis D*Erme- 
nonvilie, and of the elegant translation of Paul et Yirginia, 
published by Mr. Dodsley, under the title of Paul and 
Mary. His works evince that Mr. Malthas was a man 
of taste and leaitiing, and among his friends he was es- 
teemed for his modesty, liberality, and many amiable 
qualities. He is buried in WottoD churcli-yard. 
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mented parapets and gothic pinnacles. 
The descent from the front is by a beautiful 
sloping lawn to ^e margin of a fine pool 
of water, in the centre of which is a small 
island, overgrown with shrubs and exotics. 
The bill behind the house ^is clothed with 
a fine beech wood, extending a consider- 
able distance, and intersected by serpen- 
tine walks, which formerly led to several 
romantic buildings, with appropriate de- 
dications. 

The foot-path (a public thoroughfare,) 
passes the front of the tasteM residence. 
A bye^path branches off to the left, and 
winds on the brink of an extensive sheet 
of water. The imagination can scarcely 
conceive a scene, of the kind, more com- 
plete than this. In the centre is a small 
island, onwhich is a ruinous fishing house, 
partially hidden by trees and evergreens; 
while, from this group, rise two or three 
tall firs, which give an air of wildness 
and romantic beauty to the whole ex- 
panse, shaded on all sides with trees and 
i3 
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shrubs to the water'$ eUge, aad wiodiog 
out jpf sight 

A wrxow §trip of greeu kw» horder- 
ipg the }v^i^v^d spreading at lejigUiiato 
a sawJl na^adpw, (ovtm all tb(^ rest of the 
groupds which h not occu(Hed with 
wood- Plaaiiation^ of hieeches a»d other 
tall timber tree^, fill the remaiaiog space, 
insulating (as it were) the whole with a 
belt of forest scenery, aad souring to it a 
character of coolness and sequestered re- 
treat. The hottest aad most suxiay sea- 
€00 pf the year seems the time for enjoy^- 
ipg this pla^ to full advantage. In c^rk 
and chilly weather, it must, probablyiapi- 
pear to superabound with shade and 
moisture ; yet the site of the house is to^ 
lerably <?heerfiiil and c^n. A boat4iouse, 
a rude iqo-house, and a small corn'^miUj 
complete this enchanting spot, unparal- 
leled in rnsticity and picturesque effect. 

The scenery of this estate is, altogether, 
of the finest order. Water, which eon- 
stitutes one of its principal featwre&i runs 
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throughont the grounds, in mine pltiH^es 
having the appearance of a glassy lake, 
and; in others, that of abubbiiilgstream. 
The bordert ootii^st of sUMessionsof crag- 
ged precipices^ and retired gletii^, shaded 
by stately foliage^ and abounding wt^h 
delightflil nookd. 

The main path pai^ses a rustic tempte, 
over the ddor df which appears the foU 
lomng quotation fr6m Virgil : 

The froqt if closed in by a grotesque 
fence, formed of die limbs of Irees, nailed 
together. The baek of this curious edi-*- 
ficeprovestobe acoK^Aotiire/ and forms 
a warm shelter for cattle. The pediment 
is supported by columns covered with 
bark, so as to resemble «the trunks of 
trees ; and the sides are formed of laths 
filled in with moss. 

I lingered some time amidst these scenes 
of sylvan solitade, and atlengtib quitted 
ihem by ascending a billy field, fVom 
i4 
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whidi I caogbt a glimpse of the maasiOD 
at Bary^hiU, embosomed in all its rising 
woods and [rfantations. 

A narrow and winding chalky road 
leads to another ddl, in which is placed 
FUbraok Lodges belonging to Robert 
Barclay, esq., the proprietor of Bary-hilL 
This estate was for some time the pro^ 
perty c^Danid Franco Haynes, esq., who, 
in 1821, disposed of it to Mr. Barclay. 
The residence, a neat stractare, is char- 
mingly situated at an agreeable distance 
from the public thoroughfare; and the hills 
in the back ground, by filling up the scene, 
give a peculiarly fine effect to the whole. In 
the front of the house are two neat pedes- 
tals, supporting ornamental urns ; and a 
smalljetd'^atus constantly throwing forth 
a limpid stream, which, returning to its 
destined basin, breaks the silence that 
prevails all around. Contiguous to the 
road is a curious cascade, overhung with 
trees, the water falling nearly sixty feet 
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from the supereminent rock, over the se- 
veral graduated ledges or descents, into a 
dmall stone bai»n. 

In the centre of the stream opposite, is a 
thatched fishing hut, built of stones, so as 
to resemble a rustic grotto, with an ap- 
proach by a small wooden bridge ; afford- 
ing a cool retreat for the angler. The 
stream, which winds itself through the 
estate, is pleasingly varied with se- 
veral small falls, which not only add to 
the elegance of the scene, but contribute 
to delight the ear, by their gentle mur- 
murings. 

The general character of this valley is 
gay and cheerful, notwithstanding its se- 
questered situation. The embellishments 
consist of two neat bridge|^ crossing the 
stream, pedestals, urns, decorative pillars, 
statues, and other productions of the 
plastic mould, which appear here and there 
intermtingled with shrubbery walks and 
bankis, overgrown with hanging weeds. 
Such are the features which charao^ 
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terize th^ase peaceful tegiona of retir^^ 
mwt^ which seem well fitted for " the ex- 
ercise of those studies, by which we come 
svt the knowledge of au infinity almost of 
things throughout all nature." 

Among the natural curiosities, of thia 
neighbourhood^ h3t(ag's WeU^ situate two 
mifes soukh«east of Wotton-^hatch,^ in the 
parish qf Dorkiu^} on a form called Me^ 
riden^ about three miles from the town. 
The following interesting information 1$ 
the substance of Oi letter ,( on this subject^ 
communicated by an intelligent gentle-^ 
man of the neighbourhood, and addressed 
to the editors c^ the Gazette of Heakb. 

"ThatMagVWeU, and the salutary 
power ascribed tQ its waters, are of great 
antiquity, cannol be^dmbted; inasmuch,^ 
as Cardon,^ Aubcey, 9Jid otbc^r authors, 
particularly describe thQ sapling as poa^ 
sessing powerful medicinal qjualities. lu 
scrofulous, and cutaneous dij»)rder$^, . 
whether of the human or canine speeiea, 
it ha39 ^^^^ ^^^ ^f mind, been deemecl 
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equally effioftcioiis; there being, as I 
ttiidetstaiidy not only a douvcnient place 
of batbitig for bipeds^ but a specials of 
batb for quadrupeds, wbicfa are^freqnent^ 
ly brought from a distancfe, to be cured 
of yarkms distempers by imtderAioti ia 
Mag's Wdl, whlcb in summer, it is said, 
is colder^ and in winter warDDeer, than tbe 
water of c^her sprrng^* 

'^Takeii internally, the watM vras^ long 
beliered' to be at onee strongly cathnf tk 
and emetic. That opinion has pr^^liabty 
been less pvervalent since tbe p«d[)hcation 
of Manning's! Sitrtey,^ in whieby tibeseal-' 
teged propertiesatre stvongly controverted , 
altbon^, in tbat work^ it h said t& te d^^ 
tergent^ 

'' Finding, however, that many of the 
eountvy people eontiniie 'to put gr^at 
laith in the virtae o( 'Mag's Wells,' f 
resolved petj^ni^y to ^amifte what is 
esteemed one of tbeduii'Osiili^s ol Snfvrey. 

''Th)0fi9N*meii which the; welt is aitual^El 
behHigs to tke: Cdftege, CMfldford, and k 
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in the tenantry of George Dewdney, esq/^ 
banker, remote from any public road, and 
embosomed in woods. A pedestrian ex-» 
cursion to the vale in which the spring 
rises, appeared the only mode by which 
I could obtain my object ; the obscurity 
in which the well is hidden, rendering it 
inaccessible to a carriage, and almost to a 
horse, for nearly the last mile of approach . 
^' The bath, or well, is comprehended 
within a building, the sides and ends of 
which are joined into right angles ; but 
there is no roof. Immediately opposite the 
entrance of the building is the door- way 
to tlfe bath.; into which there is a descent 
of five steps ; the bath is in length about 
seven feet, and in width and in depth 
between four and five ^et « The water 
enters at an aperture on the right, and the 
surplus, when the bath is full, discharges 
itself over a lip on the left ; the whole can 
be readily run off through a vent at the 
bottom, and at the left-hand corner, by 
dr&wing a plug. — The whole structure 
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has, apparently, been for some time much 
neglected. The entrance and the exit of 
the water bein^ imperfect/ the bath was 
nearly empty, the depth not being more 
than three or four inches. 

^^Although the day was extremely cold, 
there did not appeaf any extraordinary 
sensation of coldness on immersing the 
.hand in the well ; and the mercury of a 
thermometer, the bulb of which was im- 
mersed for ten minutes, did not descend, 
much below fifty. 

**A taste diifering from ordinary spring- 
water was not positively to be discrimi- 
nated ; certainly, not the slightest percep- 
tion of saline particles could be distin- 
guished. The only taste I could fancy I 
detectied was that of iron, but in so slight 
a degree, as to preclude all positive asser- 
tion of the fact. In order, however, to 
ascertain if the powers imputed to the 
water of the spring are, or are not, falla- 
cious, a scientific examination of its 
properties would undoubtedly be satis- 



182 A PROMENADE 

factory to the public; I have therefore 
directed a quaatity of water to be taken 
from the well^ and sent to you^ sufficient^ 
I conceive, for analysis, in the hope that 
you may not deem it unworthy of your 
Dotice. 

Dorkings Deeemher^ 1917. J. M. 

The water of Mag's Well, on accurate 
analysis^ proves to be slightly impregoa^ 
ted with the sulphate of magnesia and 
iron. It is entirely free from calcareous 
matter, and approaches very nearly to the 
Malvern water. It may prove beneficial 
as an alterative, and in obviating costive- 
ness ; but, to produce an aperient effect, 
it must be combined with the sulphate 
of magnesia, or the sulphate of soda."* 

A quantity of Anglo-Saxon coins were 
lately discovered on Winterfield Farni^ 
in this neighbourhood ; on which the fol- 
lowing paper has been published by the 
Society of Antiquaries of Londoi^in vol. 
xix. of the ArehcBQlogia. 
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^n Account of some Anglo-Saxon Pennies , 
Jbuni ai JDorking in Surrey* Cammuni* 
cated iy Taylor Combe, Esq. Secreiary 
of the Royal Society. 12th March, 1818* 

A very interesting discovery of a considerable number ot 
Anglo-Saxon pennies having been made last year in the 
ndgbboarliflod of Uorkingy I feel great pleasure » being 
able to conliniuucate an account of them to the Society of 
Antiquaries. The field in which the coins were found be- 
longs to the Rev. Mr. Tnmer^ and was at that time, and is 
stilly in the occupation of George Dewdney, - esq. It i» 
situated in the parish of Docking, in Snnrey, at a short dis* 
taaieie fff^t^tbe Koman road called Stone-street, leading out 
of Snssex tbrc%h Surrey to London;, and near the camp 
«aUe4 Haattkit-BBry, wbieh is ofi a eifcular fbm»y and has 
the banks cf ditches nearly perfect at this time. Mr. 
Manning is inclined to consider this camp as Danish. 

The corns .were foupd in the month of April, 1817, by a 
ploughman, who was at work in the field. The plough 
struck against spmething, which, on examination, proved to 
be a wooden box, containing, about seven hundred Saxon 
coinsji and about six ounces of fragments of coins. Tlie 
wood, of which the box was made, crumbled to pieces im- 
mediately^ so tliat it was not possible to ascertain either its 
form or dimensions. Tlie coins, particularly those which 
lay uppermost, were cemented firmly together by metallic 
incrustations of a green and blue colour, which were carbo- 
nates of copper formed by, the decomposition of the metal 
used ad an aUoy to the silver. The coins were lying ahoat 
ten or twielve inches, beliow the snrlace of tfae gpoond, in a 
spot where the colour ofthe earth is particularly bbck, and 



1 



CcolBOth .... 86 
S9U Mcmarcha, 

EetbeoTfat » 

£didTiiU . . . . a» 

iEtbelbculit . ^ . . 9«9 
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which has always been renariLed to prodace better eora doll 
■07 other part of the field. 

Hie fonowing it a list of the kin^s whose coibs were con- 
tained in tliis parcel, together with the number of coins be- 
longing to each king. 

Kingt 9/ tha WeU SvoM, 
iBthdweard .... 16 

KMg$ ^ Mereia* 

CiolTolfl 1 

Biorowvlf .... 1 
Wiglaf 1 

Baigrcd I 

King$ qf the East AniU$^ 

SaamaBd ... I 3 
Xthdstaii .... 3 

These coins, with about 40 others which I have not seen^ 
and which were dispersed soon after th^ were fbundj coo- 
stitnted the whole number. 

[Here is introdoced a deseription of the sei^ersl eolnt Meiigiiig to e»di 
prluee, with references to anthon who have written on them ; partien- 
larlr to the Rer. Kogert Radlng, whose work has lateljr appeared.] 

£tfaelheard [so in the ArehaoU^ia^ and not JEtbelweard as 
in preceding list], king of the West Saxons, began his reign 
in 726, and it was not before the year 855 that Eadmond was 
king of the East Angles, lliere is in lact no king of the 
name of £thelweard among the kings of the West Saxons; 
and it seems probable that the English antiquarians, not find- 
ing the name of /Ethelweard in the list of Saxon kings, were 
led to appropriate the coins with this name to ^thelheard, 
a kuig of the West Saxons, whose name resembles that of 
^tfaelweard more than any other, both in somid and ortho^ 
graphy. 

tin this manner the coins are explained, always referring to Rading's 
woric and copying the inscriptions from it. The last coin is that of Pipin 
king of Soissons in the North of France, on which is this lemark^— ^*This 
coin, belonging to the father of Charlemagne, is the only foreign coin that 
was fo«nd in the parcel/*] 
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From the time when the princes reigned whose corns bare 
been found, they could not have been buried in the earth be- 
fore 870, in which year Ethelstan' began his reign. And it 
could not have been long after that time, as no coins are 
ibund of any successor of Ceolnotb in the see of Canterbury, 
(who sat from 830 to 870,) or of the successors of £thel- 
baerth among the sole monarcfas, and he reigned from 860 
to 866. 

I have no^ noUdng more to add, except to state the means 
by which I have been enabled to examme so large a portion 
of the cofais discovered at Dorking : and, in doing this, I feel 
infinite pleasure in acknowledging the great obligations the 
British Museum is under to Robert Barclay, esq, of 
Bunf4iUl in the county of Surrey, who, fortunately for the 
cause of science, became the proprietor of 553 of these coins, 
which he purchased on the spot. This gentleman, with a 
liberality entitled to the highest praise, immediately sent the 
whole of his collection to me, requesting that I would select 
for the British Museum every coin not already in the Na- 
tional collection. The Museum is also under obligations to 
Georgb Dewdnby, esq. of Dorking, in Surrey, who sent, 
for my inspection, 100 coins found in the same parcel, and 
handsomely allowed me to retain, for the Trustees of the 
British M usenm, several pieces not already in their collection . 
The Museum has, by these means, received tlie important 
addition of 174 coins, in the Anglo-Saxon series; and with 
the exception of three coins, namely Oiolvulf I., Beornvdlf, 
and Wighif, it now possesses a specimen of every coin re- 
corded in the present account. 

March 12, 1818. 

T^jfHnted account oecupiet paget 109-119 ; and iheplatet fNo, 9 an4 
I0^fh99okme;i eonMn, in att, 25 m/jw, both obverte and reverter 
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The upper end of the FiHbrook estate 
terminates in a wild track or valley, called 
Broadm&oTy which contains a few emcdl 
cottages, occupied by labouring poor. 
The sides of the hills were overgrown with 
brakes, interspersed with heath in btoom; 
and on their summits appeared a few 
straggling cottages, with an ascent by a 
flight of steps, formed out of the bank. 

Reaching the end of the valley, the re- 
trospective scenery of Broadmoor has a 
pleasing effect, and presents a truly pic- 
turesque glen. The road now winds over 
a black naked moor, rising into the cele- 
brated Lbith-Hill. The ascent on this 
side is very gentle; and the elevation 
would scarcely be suspected, were it ncM; 
for the glorious prospect that bursts on 
the sight at the further extremity. Any 
detail that can be given of this enchanting 
scene must, however, fall short of the fol- 
lowin^description,written by John Den- 
nis, in aletter tohis friend, Mr.Serjeant.^ 

* See his Letteri, familiar^ moral, and critical, vol. i. 
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^^ In a hie jouraey I took through Sur- 
"^y? («ay» Mr^ D,) I passed over a hill, 
which showed me -a more transporting 
sight (tbaa ever the country had shown 
me before, eidier in England or Itsdy. 
Tl^e [Mroispeets which in Italy [leased me 
the most, were, the Valdarno from the 
Appennines ; Rome and the Mediterra- 
neau from the mountains of Viterbo, 
the former at forty and the latter at fifty 
miles distance; and the Campagna of 
Rome from Tivoli and Frescati: from 
which places you see every foot of that 
famous Champagne, even from the bottom 
of the Tivoli and Frescati to the very 
foot of the mountains of Viterbo, without 
any thing to intercept your sight. But 
from a hill I passed in my late journey, I 
had a prospect more extensive than, any 
of tibese, and which surpassed them at 
once in rural charms, pomp, and magni- 
ficenoe^— the hill which I speak of is 
cfilled IfEiTH-HiLL, and is situated about 
six miles south of Dorking. It juts out 
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about two miles beyond that range of 
hills which terminates the north Downs 
on the south. When I saw from one of 
those hills^ at about two miles distance, 
that side of Leith-Hill which faces the 
Downs, it appeared the most beautiful 
prospect I bad ever seen. But, after we 
had conquered the hill itself, I saw a 
sight that would transport a stoic ; a sight 
that looked like enchantment and a vision 
beatific ! BeneaUi us lay open to our view 
all the wilds of Surrey and Sussex, and a 
great part of those of Kent, admirably 
diversified in every part of them with 
woods, and fields of corn and pasture, 
and every where adorned with stately 
rows of trees." 

^^This beautiful vale is about thirty 
miles in breadth, and about sixty in 
length, and is terminated to the south by 
the majestic range of the southern hills 
and the sea ; and it is no easy matter to 
decide, whether the hills, which appear 
thirty, forty, or fifty miles distance, with 
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tjbeir tops in the sky, seem more d^wful ^ 
and venerable, or the delicious vale be- 
tween you and them more inviting. About 
nooa, on a serene day, you may, at thirty 
miles distance, see the water of the sea 
Uirough a chaam of the mountain ; (that 
is of the South Downs, called Bectiag 
Gap ;) and that, above all, which makes ' 
it a noble and wonderfnl prospect is, that, 
at the very time when, at thirty miles dis-. 
tance, you behold the very water of the 
sea, at the same time you behold to the 
southward the most delicious rural pros- 
pect in the world. At the same tinie, by /. 
a little turn of your head towards'^he • . 
north, you look full over Box-HilH and 
see the country beyond it between that 
and London ; and, over the very sto- 
machers of it, see St. Paul's, at twenty- 
five miles distance, and London beneath 
it, and Hampstead and Highgate be- 
yond it !" 

'These oteervations,"says Mr. Bucke,^ 

* Philosophy of Nature, vol. ii. 



** derive ftdditioiial ifttefest, when we 
consider the sonrce whenee they pm- 
ceed ; — a giant in learning*,-^* hornet in 
critickm, and an indignant oEirserver of 
the dispensations of fortune/' 

No femgnage can fulfy describe the 
thriiling ecstacy, on the first vifew of ifris 
magnificent scene. The eye, wearied 
Avith rtie barren and uninteresting aspect 
of the netghfeonring MBs, is suddenly re- 
lieved by a burst of panoramic beauty, 
unrivalled by the prospects from^Snowdon', 
Cader l(fris, and' even all the boasted 
chaFnjs^r Swiss scenery. No one ever 
asc^ded' Leith-bill,'but feR Frre sou* ele- 
vated, and hi^ whole frame invigorated, 
with beholding the richmess and idplen^- 
dour of the expanse lying at his feet. 
Scenes like these have ever proved a fer- 
tile source of display for the philosopher, 
the poet, and the painter. Besides fur- 
nishing subject-matter for reflection* and 
reverie, they possess sites, ftill of vigour 
and interest, which communicate as by 
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a secret-sprkig^y with an endless train of 
dassicalaiMlhistoricalassociatioiis. Erery 
tofwn and hamlet has its favoured spot, 
coasecrated eitiier as the birth-plaee of 
some literary luminary, or storied in the 
legendary page, a»the field wheretiberty . 
wrested itself from the ruthless grasp of 
oppression ) and bards &rst sung Uie tri- 
umphs of their natire taad. All thept^re*. 
miniscences give vise to souUsuhdufng ] " : 
rQHectioas. . ^^ 

The periods of viewing, likewise, lend' . 
alternate charms to this prospects The * . 
early ovists dispelled by the gorgeous 
beams of the rising sun unfold to us the 
wide expanse, invigorated by the cool- ^^ 
ne^s and fmgrance^ the »u^n«f{^ breeTO. 
— At the decline of day, when the sun 
sinks behind the western hills, in all his 
dyiog splendour, the si^eoe is truly mag- 
nificent : — ^when all is silent, except the 
unstudied melody of the shepherd's pipe 
stealing through the landscape, and serv- 
ing to remind us of the happy idyls of 
2 
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pastoral lifie. — ^How delightful to wander 
o'er the valley, or trace it from the summit 
of this glorious emineDce, until the soft 
shades of twilight gradually envelope its 
beauties.* 

: These, however, are but the general 
features of the prospect The whole cir- 
cumference is, at least, two hundred 
MiLiUL which far exceeds that of the Keep 
and Tferrace at Windsor C^tle, over 
which you may see as far as the eye, nn- 



'' * On one occasion, I recollect Tisiting tliis spot, dor- 
\ng a sammer sfbrm; theioeoe was tralj interesting. The 
raih poared down in torrents, and, for a short time, all was 
lost in an ocean dl^'mist. A calm succeed ed— the sun 
shone forth with increase^lustre-^and presently the land- 
scape re-appeared^he smiling Terdare of the trees and 
'felds seemed to be renovated by the fertilisdng shower — 
the air was cool and serene^-and^U nature had acquired 
additional charms of fascinating loveliness. As I returned 
through the shady lanes of fFofton and Westcatt, the de- 
licious woodbine filled the air with its perfume, while the 
boughs were thickly hung with rain-drops,which glistened 
in the broad glare of san-set, and, in richness and dazzling 
variety of colours, vied with all the perfection of oriental 
splendour. 



ROUND DORKING. 193 

armed with art, is able to distinguish land 
from sky ; including the counties of Sur- 
rey and Sussex; part of Hampshire and. 
Berkshire ; Netllebed in Oxfordshire ; 
some parts of Bucks, Hertfordshire, 
Middlesex, Kent, and Essex ; and 
Wiltshire. — The sea is discernible 
upwards of thirty miles distance, and, 
by the assistance of a glass, a vq^l has 
actually been seen Wiling ! The nume- 
rous fields in the vale appear like so 
nianyl)eds in a garden, displaying alUhe/ 
various hues ' of green, yellow, russet, 
and dark brown. The great extent of 
wood-scenery, and the \vilQ», in the im- 
mediate vicinity of t|u3 h(Il, tend to darken 
the scene, whilst, in another part, the lively 
green of pasture lands serves to relieve 
their sombre effect.. 

Box-Hill, viewed from hence, loses all 
its importance, and appears like an insig- 
.jQificant spot; whilst the richly-clothed HilU 
of Norbury, and the opposite chain, form., 
a beautiful perspective of that romantic, 
picturesque valley. 
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The view of a groat city is always im- 
posii^ and interesting. It ^ves rise to 
a multitude of associations^ which never 
fail to present us with an immeasurable 
theMre of reflection. The- contrast of 
our crowded and overgrown metropolis 
at twenty-five miles distance, with the 
calmness and placidity of the neighbour- 
ing country^ made me exclaim with the 
poet : 

Here let me sweep 
The boandlets landscape : now the rapt«red eje, 
'Exalting swirt, to huge Auousta send ; 
Now to the sisierJiills that skirt her plain. 
To liifty Harrim now, and now lo where 
Majestic Windsor i^ts his princely brow. 
In lovely contrast totj^is glorious view. 

Calmly magnificent : • 

• • ♦ . • • 

Ifeavens ! what a goodly prospect spreads around. 

Of hills, and dales, and woods, and lawns, and sph-es, 

-; — . till all 

The stretching landscape into mist decays. 

Thtmuon* 

Leith-Hiil ToWer, which stands upon 
one of the points of this delightful emi- 
nence, was built by Richard Hull, esq., 

in 1766, for a prospect-house : it formerijr 
3 



- » 
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comprised two rooms, neatly furnished, 
Btsxd provided witb^lasses, for the acedhi- 
modation of visitors. On the deatK of 
its founder, it iji^as grievously neglected ; 
insomuch, that, in a short time after, Ji^e 
floors, windows, &c. were left* at fhe 
' disposal of any one who stood in need of 
those materials. The consequence was, 
that it soon became a mere skeleton, ""or 
f^eW; but the gentlemen in the neigh- 
bourhood, wishing to preserve so con- 
spicuous an object, caused the interior 
to be filled up with lime and rubbish, and 
nearly twenty feet, with the battlement 
and stone coping, to be addej}. These 
expences were defrayed by public sub- 
sijription, in the year 1800. Over the 
door in the west front, is a stone, with the 
following (now inapplicable) inscription :. 

Ut (erram undiqne beafam 

Yideas Tiatar 

^ Uaec tnrris de longe spcctabiiis 

Suroptibutt Ricbardi Hull 

Ex agroLeith Hill Plaee Armi^. 

Regnantc Georgio Terlio 

^ Anno Dom. MDCCLXVI. 
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Extnicta fuit, * 

^ . Oblecfamento non sui solinn 

^ Sed Viciootum # f' 

£t Omnium. 

Within the tower, against the east 
\y^, was a Portland stone (now daid^ 
to pieces), containing an inscription^ 
which is here preserved : 

*' tJDderneath this floor lieth the body of 

^ Richard Hall, esq. 

a native of Bristol, 

who departed this life, January 18, 1772, in the 83d year 

of his age. 

He was the eldest bencher of the Inner Temple, and served 
, many years in the parliament of Ireland, where, by pro- 
bity hnd vigilance, he zealonsly suppoHed the interests 
of his constituents, and, after a long and faithful service 
in that station, he retired from the exercise of public tv 
. the enjoyment of private virtues ; the testimony of a 
good conscience being bis reward. He was a person 
eminent for the accomplishments of his mind and tlie 
purity of his heart. He lived, in the earlier part of bis 
^fe, in Imbitsof intimacy with Pope, Trencha^d, Quhop 
Berkeley, and many other shining cbara«tehi oft tiiose 
times ; and, to wear off the remainder of his dUys, he 
purchased Leitb Hilt Place for a retirement, where he 
led the life of a rural philosopher; and, by hi9f)articulyr 
>dcsire and direction, bis renftiins are here deposited in 
a private manner, under this tower, wbich he erected a 
few years before his death.** 



• ■* . 
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■^I regretted, in common with every ott« 
«^ho visits Leith-Hill, that soimpootant 
a^ftlonumentof public-spirited jiberality j,/ 
sbonld be utterly neglected by the de-* 
so^indants of its founder, and suffered to 
beeonie little better than a public obloquy."^ 
Meeting with a man who had assisted in 
building the tower, I ascertained from 
him that it was formerly much resorted 
t6 during the summoC} &i)d that he had 
frequently seen between tliirty and forty 
private carriages herS in one day. The 
nnmber of visitors, of course, declined 
on the destruction of the prospect-rooms ; 
and, the custom of frequenting watering- 
places being gradually introduced into 
the fashionable circles, Leith-Hill may 
now be said to be almost deserted. 

^«^Some well-intentioned individuals^ 
howevel, endeavoured to re-establish this 

*Tlie waits of the tower have lately been much mutiiated 

%8iid dtfaced; it beiug^ the favourite practice of a few 

/^caaton arcbins id tb# neiglibour^ood to resort thither 

pn SaDdajs, and amuse themselves by pulling down greut 

passes of the britk^work ! 

Ka 



198 A PK01IBNAS9 'Hu 

spot io popalar &vour^ by propostBg to 
hdd an aimaal&ir on the highest point of 
the hiU. ^ The attempt was, acoofdil^y^ 
first made in the sammer oi 1810^ apd 
on that interesting occasion, t&e hiHj^^ 
sented a delightfal pictineof rui^mi|tfa. 
Hundreds of persons, of both ^sexes, 
dressed in their holiday clothes^ flocked 
hidier firom all parts of the adjfiusent coun- 
try; and many of them even came from a 
considerable distance, to participate in 
the festivities of the day. Every descrip- 
tion of vehicle was put into requisition, 
from the elegant family carriagcf, to the 
humble market-cart^ The day prdved 
unusually fine. A band of music attended 
from Dorking. Booths and marquees 
were erected; but f the simplicity of th^ 
scene was . not destroyed by the multi- 
farious exhibitions which u^ual^ attend 
on such occfisions. Towards aii'ening, 
the |)arties who detached themselves from^ 
, the crowjl) wefip,' in a picturesque point 
of view, highly interesting. On the 
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area of the tower, several sets were seen 
^amusing themselves on the light fantastic 
toe ; near to them were halfAiarnessed 
horses, feeding at their artifieial man^«rs ; 
a^d/ in the descent of the hill, several 
poirticiis were seendrinking tea, and taking 
refreshments, with a peculiar zest, nat to 
be enjoyed even in the mostsplendid salle^ 
i^manger of the wealthy and the gneat« 
In short, this novel and amusing scene 
may be said to have resembled the village 
festival, in all its primeval simplicity ; 
before the fraud and knavery of crowded 
cities had sent forth their despicable 
ag^its to cajole and corrupt the unso« 
phisticated amusements of rural life. 

The fair was not actually authorized 
by charter : certain abuses were said to 
have .been committed, which called forth 
a putSie notice, prohibiting, another 
fair^Scing held; but it is tru]y painful 
* toTeflect>('that the degeneracy of society 
should eiist in so alarmi^ig an ^xteilt, a».. 
to requi/e the interference of public 
t, , K 4 
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authority, on occasions, which have 
their origin in the diffusion of rational 

« enjoyment among all classes of the people. 

Leith'HilU Place, on the southern 

slope of the hill, is a smaH neat tnanftion; 

■'whieh was altered, intc^its pre^nt fornt, 
by Lieutenant-General Fojriiylt. On his 
death, in 1748, this estate was purchased 
by Richard Holl, esq.^ The house is 
placed in a. retired situation, environed 
with woods and plantations, and is novr 
in the occu ation of the Rey. George 
Keylock Rusden. 

Beyond Leith^Hill-Flace, is Tanhurst^ 
commanding a beautiful and extensiTe 
prospect to the south. This residence was 
formerly thie retreat of the lamented Sir 
Samuel Romilly, one of the able and 
inflexible representatives of Westminster* 
Thither Sir Samuel sometimes* retired 

m 

. . ^_- 

^ C\f enquiry among the peasantry in (^ iieigbbour- ' 
hoifil^s (o tbe character ff this gentleman, ^n old wotuan 
idlserHM him as very liberal to the poor, bill an odd torf 
iff a gentleman. She also well recollected Ibe day of fti| 
interment within the tower. ^ 
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from the bustle and liuiii of public life, 
and enjoyed many hours in the delightful 
rides and walks of this neighbourhood. 
The lamentable intelligence of the death 
of g|f Samuel and Lady R. was re- 
ceived^ ^Ith^|hei% deepest regret by the 
jjpor of^krdistrict, who, aj all times, 
bore t^Stimj^ny to the benevolence and 
urbanity* of that^ enlightened statesman 
and his amiable lady. Tanhurst is now 
in the occupation of John A. Ogilvie, esq. 
^ At the foot of Leith-IIill, is Coldhar- 
bauTj supposed to be remains of an 
antient city, now reduced to a few sti^ag- 
gling cottages. Among these, a modern 
brick building arrests the attention. This 
is a public school for the edu(5ation of the 
poor children of the neighbourhood, and 
aflfords a pleasing proof of the prSgress 
' of intellectual improvement in the hum-* 
bier £l«Bss(ps of society. The JlQurishing 
underwo^hjj^ which border on Coldhar- 
bour, ^nd here and tliere e^jbosbom a 
fetm-housfe, or cottage, complete the ro- 
k5 






202 *" A PROMBNAPB 

mantic cfadracter of this dell. Paths wind- 
ing oa Che margin of steep banks, and in* 
tersecting^the woody track, resemUe so 
many bye passes, which, together with the 
summit of Anstiebury Camp, hringinto 
recollection all the historical data Of days 
of yore. \.^^\ 

BeyoDd^Coldharboar, ^l^'^ small 
village of Ockley^ cm tlfe antient Roman 
road Stane Street, which, for nearly three 
miles, in this parish, is still used as th^ 
common high road. The village is prin-^ 
cipally situated on a pleasant green ; and 
received its name from the great quantity 
of oaks which grow here. The nmnor, 
which in the time of the Conqueror was 
held by Richard de Tonbridge, is now 
the property of Lee Steere Steere, esq^, 
the rdjpresentative of an opulent and ho- 
nourable family, of great antiquity. ]VIr. * 
Steere resides at JayeSy a short distance 
from Ockley-green, on whi^ estate he 
has recently completed a noble nfensioni 
where he supports the character of (jie 
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country gentleman with the genuine spi-s^ 
'«t of English hospitality. There are, 
likewise, several handsome residences in 
the parisft ; among which av^ EldersU^ 
Lodge ^ the residence of Capt, Sykes, r.^.; 
Ockley Cowrty the property of Charles 
Calvert^ esq.,^ m.p. for Southwark; and 
the Rectory House* 

Ockley is remarkable as having been 
the fidd of the mefeiorable defeat of the 
Danes, by Ethel wolf and his son, Athelr 
** Stan. Thither the Danes fled,^ after hav^ 
ing sacked London : the Saxon chronicle 
places this engagement in 851 ; Leland, 
in his Collections, in 873; and Milton be-r 
tween85] and 853. The custom of planU 
ing and decorating the graven, once pre- 
vailed in the church-yard. Aubrey says,, 
^^ hereabout the people draw peeled rushes 
through melted grease, which yields a: 
sufficient light* for ordinary use, is very 
cheap and useful, and burns long." This 
4Eec0nomical method is still practised 
in the lower part of Surrey and Sussex.. 
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I relactantty left Leitli-hill, by a wind-^ 
ing dialky path, and turned off about a 
mile east of the tower, to a beautiful 
hill, supposed to be a Roman encamp- 
ment, being in ^ direct line to the Staoe 
Street, and known by the name of Han^ 
stie Bnryy that is the burg, hill, or for- 
tress on the Hean Stige^ or high road. 
The traces of this fortress, are very ap- 
parent ; being nearly of a circular form^ 
surrounded with a double trench, except 
on the south-east, south, and south-^west, 
where the precipice rendered it unneces- 
sary ; and inclosing an area of eleven 
acres, one rood, and six perches, having 
the principal entrance on the north-east. 
Mr. Manning is inclined, from its circular 
form, to consider it as the work of the 
Danes ; and it is said to have been their 
^ncampment previous to the sanguinary 
tjC^ntes^at Ockley, and where they planted 
their battering engines, with which they 
threw down Ockley castle. The heads 
of arrows, made of flint, in the form of a 
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heart, and about an inch and a half in 
length, have frequently been found here. 

North of this hill, the high land of the 
eastern accKvity, which is one mite in 
length, is covered with large coppices or 
woodlands, the part next Dorking being 
the summit. This track, called Red Land, 
and part of the Holm wood hills^ is thickly 
planted with fir and chesnut trees, inter«- 
sected by several circnitdus walks ; and, 
with Anstiebury,* is part of the entailed 
property of the late Duke of Norfolk, now 
granted on lease to Frederick Amaud 
Clarke, esq. The area of Anstiebury is 
a delightful grove of larch, Scotch firs, and 
other forest trees. Mr. Clarke has lately 
placed several rustic seats on the hordertii 
of the paths, which wind in every direc- 
tion, and frequentljr burst on variegated 
and striking prospects of the country be-* 
neath. ^ J* 

The descent frcwn Anstiebury is by 

-: JL^- 

f 
* Afistiebary is the modern cormptloa of Hapstic Bury, 
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BouT'^HiUy whetei aGGordingtD tradition^ 
there were formerly wild boars. From 
h<»ce, I crossed off to the waste, or com- 
moii, called ^^ The Holm wood/' which 
was antiendy, as the name implies, a 
wood. This immense tract was inhabited 
.several centuries ctgo by a family called 
^* de la Hotnewoode," In the survey of 
1648, the HolmwDod is described as be- 
ing* cNie of the wastes of the manor of 
Dorking, and then containing 796 acres ; 
but> in records of greater antiquity, it is 
described as the wood of the Earls of 
Warren, the antient lords of the manor* 
The common is pleasingly diversified 
with hill and dale, and intersperse with 
several neat cottages, with orchards, &c. : 

* it is nearly covered with fern, hoUy-'bus^es^ 
and furze, but many parts furnish good 
pasture. The western side is Banted by 

*' Veil- W>^^d heights, and to the east ther^' 
is an interesting view of the country to- 

; wards Reigate. The latter tract of country 
\% said to have formed the retreat of the 
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^ntient BritooB^ ^'whom the Romans could 
n^ver drive out ;" and, afterwards, it af- 
forded a similar retreat to the Saxons, 
:wheQ the Danes ravaged the country in di 
directions. On this occasion, the follow* 
ing proverbial distich is attributed to them 
by Cainden : 

« The Vale of Hdmesdate, 
Never wontie, ne never sbalU'^ 

Defoe says, ^^ itt the woody part of 
Holmward,or Hdmesdale, are often found 
outlying red deer ; i^nd in the days of 
James JI,, or while he was Duke of York, 
they have hunted the largest stags here 
that have been seen in EngRmd."^ He 
^Iso says, ^^* The Bolmward was once fa-^ 
mous jtpr producing such qualities of 
idtew^rries, that they were carried to ^' 
jmCTiet by horse-loads." There are se- 
veral farms of considerable Antiquity in 
(his neighbourhood, most of which re- # 
ceive their names from their former pro« 
prietors« A gate adjoining the Worthing 
road leads by a private road to Henf old, th^ 
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late residence of Charles Dake of NorV 
folk, which IS now let on lease to F. A, 
Clarke, esq,, who resides at a neat cottage 
and qx>rting«box on the same estate, ijpl 
the enjoyment of extensive manorial rigfat$ 
and privileges. The spacious mansion 
was built of Chftrlwood : granite, by 
the late duke, but has not been completed; 
and it is now occupied only by owls and 
foa^eSy which abound in this neighbour- 
hood. The late duke commenced build- 
ing this noble pile in 1^7, on the brow 
of an eminence liearEwood, formerly sur- 
rounded by a park of 600 acres, in which 
was^ fin^ sheet of water ; intending to 
make Henfoid his occasionaF residence j 
being at an equal distance from^i^e me-^ 

« tropolis and Arundel Castll^. ^hB Jjfttf e 
is placed in the midst of a thick wooa^Sid 
presents a ^^asiug object in the prospect 

4 from the neighbouriug hills. The estate 
abounds with commanding eminences^ 
and all the rich and varied charms of syl- 
van scenery ; intersected by innumerable 
bye-paths, which wind through several re- 



I 
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tired glades, and occasionally burst forth 
on the most enchanting prospects of thd 
surrounding country ; including, in one 
grand coup^dml^ the woody heights of 
the D^epdeney Denbies, Handbridge, and 
Box-HiU. 

On the western side of the road is 
BroomhaUs^ formerly the residence of a 
family, called from thence de la Brome. It 
is now the property of C, W. Collins, esq*, 
who has consideAbly enlarged and im- 
proved the residence. In the same neigh- 
bourhood, also, is Lyney the property of 
James Broad wood, esq. , joint proprietor in 
the celebrated piano-forte maniiTactoriy in 
the metr(2polis. Aubrey says, " these parts 
were formerly s# full of wood for firing, 
th^riyt loight be bought for threepence or 
fourpence per load, the buyer being at 
the expence of cutting and cafriage.'' 

Skirting the Holm wood, I at length ar-^ 
rived at Brockham-green, a tything, be- 
longing to Betchworth, properly called 
Brookham; from being situated near the 
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brook or river. On the borders of jLhe 
green, are several cottage-resideQces. , 
Contiguous to the green» is Brockham 
Coj/Lft Lodge, the delightful retreat of 
Cap&in Charles Morris, author of some 
of the finest lyrical ballads in onr Ian* 
guage. This gentleman, at an early pe- 
riod of life, distinguished himself by his 
devotion to the muses. Among the most 
popular of his political productions may 
be mentioned the celebrated ballad of 
" Billy's too young to drive us," and the 
song of " Billy Pitt and the Farmer;" 
which continued long in fashion, and were 
considered to be most faithful an4 humour- 
ous satires on the reigning politics of the 
day. His inestimable Anacreontic song, 
Ad Poculum, procured for him the gold 
cup from the Harmonic Society, some 
years since : and the following morceau 
will, doubtless, be considered too preci- 
,ous to be passed over by the votary of 
the lyric muse. 
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The M Whig Poet to hfs old BuffWoUttwa. 

Farewell, thou poor rag of the mnae I 
In the bag of the cloathaman cro lie: 
A sizieAce thov^t fetch from the Jewf , 

Which the hard hearted Christians deny. 
Twenty years, ia adversitj's ftpite, 
I bore thee most proadly along t 
Stood Jovially bt^ to the fight, 

And won the world>a eukwlth my song . 
Bnt, prosperity's hdmbled thy case: 

Tiiy friends in fall banquet I tee, <> 

And the door kindly shot in vaj ivtti, 
'tThon'Rt become a fooPt garment to met 
Fbor rag ! thon art welcome no more9 
The days of thy service are past, ' 
Thy toils and thy slories are o'er, 

A nd thou and thy master are dasi, 
Bnt. though tboa*rt forgot and betrayed, 

•Twill ne»cr be forgotten by me, 
How my old Inigs within thee have |>Uf M. 

And my spirits have swelled thee with glee. 
Perhaps they oonld swell thee no more. 

For Time's Icy hand's on my hew ; 
My spirits are weary and sore. 
'And the lamlae of FVieodsblp U dead* . 
Then adiedl nio'I cannot bat fret 

That my constancy with thee mwt part, 
for thoo haet not a hole in thee yet, 

Though through thee they have wonnded my heart. 
I change thee for sable, more sa^^j 

To mdam the hard lot I abide ; 
And naark npon gratUudc*t page, 

A i>M that hath buried my pride. 
Ah I who would believe in these lands 

From the fThig* I should snffer a wrong ? 
Had they seen how with heaits and with fiandt . 

They followed in frenzy mjr song. 
Who'd have thought, though so eager their ciMH, 

They'd Condemn me thus hardly to plead ? 
Through mj prime, I have toiled for your cause 

And yoa*ve left me, when aged, in need) 
Could ye not midst the favours of fate. 
Drop a mite where all own it la due ? 
Could ye not from the feast of the stets 

Throw a crumb to a servant so true ? 
Inyour scramble I stirred not a jot. 

Too proud for rapacity's strife : 
And sure that all hearts would allot 
A scrap to the cMtM of my mfe. 
But go, faded rajr, and while gone 

1*11 turn thy hard fate to mv ease: 
For the band of kind heaven nath sne#n 

All crosses have colours that please. 
Thus a bl^ from tliy shame I receive, * 

Though my body's met treatment go fodl, 
I can snffer, forvet, and forgive. 

And get comfbrt, more worth for my «Mrf« 
And when seen on the rag-seller^ rope. 

They who know thee'll say ready enongh 
*' There service hangs jilted by hope, 
" This once w.at poor M— n— ^s's bulT,^ 



212 A PROMENADK 

If thry let theH gite TirtMher BttM 

Andjldd aa ezaaple to teatk. 
Poor ng, thoa haat seired in tby Aamte 

Better ends than thy AoMKTf cooU reach* 
BQt. tbiwn^ tbe soul nin bv the leas. 

The fttomach and pocket sbll say, 
« Pkay vhatabaUwedointhiacvBM?* 

I answer, " be nooraod be cay." 
Let the moae father mirth from berwroof^ 

Smooch her vtnf ia ad^ertU^ t ha m e r g 
k To new ears and new hearts tone her song. 

And atUl look for a mtm-MhimUtg Mmtrl 
While I, adUbanded old Whitt, 

Pot op Dijr dl«charge with a smile; 
Face abont^-prime aad load— take a swig^ 

And march off-to the oppdtite file. 

€.R.Auf Ait. ISI§. 

Captain Morris has, for many years past, 
moved in tiie first society, and frequented 
the best company. His songs, ^^ Political 
and Convivial/' have passed through 
twenty-four editions, and will at all times 
add to the relish of the banquet by mirth, 
and heighten the charms of festivity by 
jollity. He is, also, well known in the 
convivial circles as having been the inti- 
mate friend and companion of a deceased 
illustrious nobleman, at w^iose table he 
<was always a welcome guest.* * ' ■ 
In this elegant and commodious villa,. 
Capt. Morris usually passes the summed 

^ * ^ * The father of Capt. Morris also possessed a poetiiUfA 

tarn, and actoaHj composed the popular sofc^-objKi^ 
^Crowder* ^ *. ' - 
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months. \»ith his family.'*^ His manners 
nre those of a scholar and a gentleman ; 
and the urbanity of his deportment ensures 
him respect and esteem^ both as a gentle- 
man of fortune^and of highly-cultivated ta- 
lents. The* gardens and bowery walks of 
this pleasing little estate seem well adapt- 
ed for the retirement of a man of genius, 
Ahd, amidst whose fairy scenes, Capt. 
31. enjoys many happy hours. 

Beyond Brockham is the villaige of 
Betchworth^ in which is the mansion of 
the Rt. Hon. Henry Goulburn. It was 
formerly the property of the Hon. W. H, 
Bouverie, and contained several fine pof- 



• * No less* Akn three generations of this family hay* 
all s^ved ill tbesmrmy, and were by turns in the same 
rei^imenft of which %one of them bad the comniaii|||^ 
Capt. M. afterwards exchajpged into the Horse Guards, 
where he was the contemporary of C^t. Topham. He 

* lias two sons' in the* army. , The lady of the former (Ma- 

^ jpr M.) it will b^ recollected, defended in a diving-bell * 
at Plymouth, a «hort time since; on which occasion,. 

* alyJ^eniM some tery appropriate stanzas, while seated 

* in'tl^e bell.. 
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traits, and some antient statues. The 
residence was buikin the^me of James^I. 
by Sir Kalph Freeman^ who purchased this 
estate of the trustees of the Earl of Aber- 
gavenny. In the chimney-piece of the 
drawing-room is a piece of^scttlptu4Pe 
from Herculaneum, representing boys 
riding on buHs and horses. 

Wonhaniy one of the manors in this 
parish, was purchased in 1787 by the 
Hon. Charles Marsham, Ae lale Earl of 
Romney . He rebuilt the house on a larger 
scale than before ; and on his accession 
to the title ^Id it to John Stables, esq. 
who, in 1804, disposed of it to Visc^ic* 
Templetown. The pounds com^preliend 
120 acres, including' a park of %ixty-six, 
which is in part bounded by (Jie Mole." 

In Upper Betchworth is Broom^ the 
tasteful resilience of William Kenrick, 
esq^^ On the east is a lawn, surrounded ' 
, with fine plantations. The grounds are • 
well watefl^d by ponds, supplied jfrom- a ** 
spring which rises in the neighbourhood. 



r =^ 



ROtJND DOlSKma. 21$ 

In &e pfauiteiiims near the road, formerly 
stood a mill for aawiiig boards^ contain- 
ing tW^xtyM^wo «aws, which were worked 
l>y a stream. It was erectad by C. Kilby^ 
esq., formerly proprietor of this villa, who, 
also, built a curious edifice, eaJled ihe 
PHorffy and several other ornamental 
seats. Sea* Beyond Broom, is the village 
of Buckland, whence the road winds off 
to Reigatd. 

From Brockimm-green, I proceeded to 
BeliAw&rth Castle. At the General Sur- 
vey, Ihe manor belonging to this estate 
ibrmed part c^ the possessions of Richard 
de Tanbridge, and afterwards of the 
Earls of Arnndel. In 1377 John Fitz 
Alan, secAid son of Richard, Earl of 
^ Arundel, having succeeded to this estate^ 
had license to embattle his manor«hous^ 
here. A similar lic^se wa/^granted to 
Thomas Brown, esq.; he had permission, 

* This enobantiDg spot was formerly called Trajtquil 
JPale/And its sitoation truly corresponds witB that ap- 
pellation; beiiic»contecrated« as it were, to the loyersof 
* ifMrul quiet and contemplation, « 
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also, to impark his maaor, and have free 
warren in the 'same. The estate conti^ 
nued in the family of Browne, until the 
death of Sir Adam, in 1690, when it de- 
volved to bis sole daughter, married to 
W. Fenwick, esq., who pulled down the 
greater part of the castle, and altered the 
remainder into a dwelling-house* Mrs. 
Fenwick was the last of the Brownes, 
who had been owners of this estate nearly 
800 years. On her deaA, it was sold in 
1727,to Abraham Tucker, esq., the author 
of an excellent work on metaphysics, en- 
titled the IdfflU €f Nidure pursuedj pub- 
lished under the signature of A. Search, 
esq. At his death, in 1774, the estate 
descended to his youngest.daiig;hter, who 
bequeathed it to Sir Henry PauletSt. 
John Mildmay, who, in 1798^, sold the 
whole property to Henry Peters, esq. 

banker, of London, the present owner.'* 

'_: * * » . , .. 

*'CI'bis g^ileman filled tlic office of liigh-sberi/r of 
Surrey, in 1817 ; and is a partner in the flonrishiiig bank- 
ings concern of Messrs. Master man and Co. of Wliite-hart 
oourty Lonibard-stree( 
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> The castle is seated on an eminence, on 
tJie western bank of the river Mole. It 
has ~a handsome and venerable appear- 
ance, for .which it is greatly indebted to 
the taste of its present owner, who has 
made considerable improvements in the 
buildings and grounds; and has enlarged 
the estate by extensive purchases. The 
situation of this residence is one of the 
most delightful that can possibly be ima- 
gined. Environed on all sides with lawns, 
tastefully-arranged gardens, shrubbery- 
walks, and banks thickly clothed with 
luxuriant evergreens, it fornis one of the 
most enchanting retreats of this country. 
The detaclied offices of the establishment 
exhibit great taste in their construction ; 
the style of rural architecture rendering 
them both useful and ornamental appen- 
dages. Every department is planned on 
the completest scale, and well accords 
with the importance and respectability of 
its present and former propriety. * 
. The park is remarkable for the stately 
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timber with which it is adoraed. Ap- 
proaching the castle from Dorking, tfae^ 
road leads through an outer park, skirted 
with rows of old chesnnt^rees, of large 
dimensions; and die inner, at the extre<- 
mity of which the castle is situated, has 
two fine avenues, the one of elms, and the 
other, 350 yards in length, composed of 
a triple row of limes of gigantic size and 
height. The last avenue resembles die 
nave of a cathedral : the trees form on the 
outside a vast screen or wall of verdure ; 
within, the branches, meeting at a great 
height in the air from the oppo^te 
rows, form Gothic arches, and exclude 
every ray of the meridian sun. The 
river Mole, wasliing the verdant edge of 
the park, has in some parts an important 
breadth, and is thickly shaded with 
aquatic trees and bushes. 

From Betchworth Castle, I crossed 
the park, over a rich succession of beau- 
trfui lawny slopes and eminences, and in 
my route passed an elegant summer* 
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house, fitted up with great taste^ and 

commanding a fas(^inating prospect of 

the Holroesdale. Journeying southward, 

I soon reached Owrt Parky in which 

formerly stood a neat mansion. The last 

owner and resident was the late Sir 

Charles Talbot, bart., by whose devisees 

U was sold to Thomas H(^, dsc|. the 

l^roprietor of the Deepdeiie, who puUed 

down the house and offices, and annexed 

the grounds to his own estate. 

The park was formed by Henry Talboti 
esq., fourth son of Dr. W. Talbot^ Bishop 
of Durham, and youngest surviving bro- 
ther of Lord Talbot, Lord High Chan- 
cellor of England. The house in his 
time was but small : if stood directly at 
the foot of the steep hill, on the north 
of (he park, on^ the side of which hill 
was a Vineyard^ supposed to have been 
planted by the Hon. Charles Howard ; 
who, it is said, erected the residence (as it 
were) in the vineyard, there being no 
house here previously to his residing at 
l2 
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the Deepdene. The vineyard flourished 
for some time, and tolerably good wine 
was made from the produce; but, after the 
death of the noble planter, in 1713, it was 
much neglected, and nothing remained but 
the name, which was retained until Mr. 
Talbot came into possession, when he 
gave to the estate the appellation of CAar< 
Park.* On taking down the house, a 

* At the extremity of the Chafrt grounds, Mr. Hope 
has erected a spacious family mutuoUum^ capable of con- 
tainiDg upwards of twenty bodies. Two of his sons, w bo 
died in their youth, are buried here. 

Many of the wisest and best of men have signalized 
their love of gardens and shrubberies, by causing tbeia- 
solves to be buried in them. Plato was buried in tlie 
groves of Academus: Sir William Templb gave orders 
for his heart to be enclosed in a silver casket, and placed 
under a sun-dial, opposite his library window: Dercen- 
Nvs, one of the kings of Latium, was buried in a thick 
wood, on the top of a high mountain : Rousseau was 
buried in the Island of Poplars, in the gardens of Erme- 
nonvtlle: IjorneTooke was buried in his own garden : 
and Napoleon Bonaparte often walked to a fountain 
in the island of St. Helena, and said to bis confidential 
companions, '' If it is destined that J die on this rock, let 
me be buried in this place,'* ^oiniing to some willows near 
the fountain he so frequently visited. 
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stone resembling a mill-stone was found, 
by which the grapes were pressed. The 
series of irregular heights which compose 
the southern side of this vale, leads next 
to an eminence marked by a clump of 
firs, and commonly called Dorking's 
Glory. This is a most happy station 
for a prospect, commanding not oply the 
vales of Letherhead and Dorking, but a 
Jong tract of. the southern part of Surrey, 
extending to the borders of Sussex. 

Close behind the site of the hoase, the 
ground rises abruptly to a terrace^ planted 
with a line of beeches. Here is also a 
neat stone pediment, suf^orted by two 
pillars^ on the former of which is inscribed 

FRATRI OPTVMO. 

Beneath the pediment is a stone seat, 
from which the picturesque valley of 
Rbigate, backed by welUwooded hills, 
presents a scene of no ordinary character. 

This simply-elegant architectural or- 
nament is placed against a boundary wall, 
09 the other side of which is the Deep^ 

l3 
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d0Hej the clag&icfd estate of Thmw9 
Hope, esq. From this spot the panoramii 
of the smroundiog country iochides 9U 
the iwptivftting chariBs of Box-HUU 
Norbwry-Purk, Deobtesr, aod the GuiW- 
fQr4-hilU;aad die pleasant Uttie coimaoa> 
Cotmandene, ad^oUung the vale iousae^ 
diately beaeatfi. 

Aubrey gives the following original 
,aBd interesting accounH of bis visif to 
this estate/. 

: <'N«vliuipliu^(Btoclunf,)tb«BoB.€niarleAHa«ftra, 
•f iiQt.MV, hatb ¥?c3f u>geoion«ly contiiv^ ft./^^ hof^f 
(u e. accocdiog to Virgil, Deductui vaUit) io tbe fBost 
pleannt and dettghtfiirsoUhide, for home, g:ard«Bt, or- 
clMivds^ txMoafea, <«€. tfiat I kave seen ia Bnglaad > Mde^ 
fervca a poein, and was a soUjoct worthjr of Mr. Cowie^'^ 
mase. The true name of this Hope is Dibden (qnasi 
Beepdene.)*' 

*'Mr. QoiKavd hath cast tliis hope iptQ tiie form of a 
theatre, on the sides whereof he hath made seyenil naiw 
row walks, like the seats of a theatre,, one above another* 
abotesix in number, done with a i>loogh, whieh are bor- 
iw^ mth tkjrnM^ 99A 9Qm? •he(v:p-tr««s, nijrttM, 8(«» 
llej:e wecQ a ff jrei^t many oranse^trQes and syrio^a^ irhic Ji 

'■*■ ' Ill I ■■■!■»■ It ■ ■■ H ^lll .1 .1 f ■ » I, I 

* A hope is described to be the side of a hiH, or low groimd 
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were then in flower, in this tiia» are twenty-one sorts <^ 
thyme. The pit, (as I may call it) ii stored full of rar* 
flowers and choice plants. He bath there two pretty 
lftd», bis gardeners, who wonder folly delight in tl^k occu- 
pa^oR, and this lovely solitnde, anddo enjf^ themselve* 
so inBooeatly in that pJeasant eorftep^ a» if they were out 
of this tronblesome world, and seem^ to live as in the statv 
of hmoccncy." 

^In the hilt en the left ham], (bemg sandy gromid,} ift' 
a cave digged thirtyndx paces k>ng, foor broad, and five 
yards high ; and at abont two»thirds of the bill, (where 
&e crook or bowing is) he hath dog another 4iubtetnM 
Meaa walk or passage** to be pterecdlfareilgh the liilhf 
fliroiigb whiob (a» tbroogh a tobe) yeiL bftite tii& listw 
ioter all the south part of Surrey and Sussex to> the seav 
The sontb side of tbis hilt Is converted into a vineyard of 



* This work was never completed, as appears by Manmng's 
Ac<K>n]Lt« althoogh any one might infer from Aabrey that it 
was 60. 

S^on, speaking of the project, says, '^They tell us at 
Dorking of a scheme about fifty years since, and not out of 
tlie memory of the oldest^ for cutting a bypogaeum through 
Deepdene-hill. It was to have been from the north side, 
wliich lies next the mansion-house and Betchworth castle, 
and to have opened on the concave ade of Uie hill, in what 
they call the theatre or vineyard. To this purpose labourers 
were employed, who had carried on their mine from both 
ends a considerable way, in order to meet in the middle : but, 
for want of arch or support, the eartii>ftH in^near ene-endi 
whidi put an end to the design. The^ndners Were eoiiie out 
te^ breakihsti so ^at netbing but tb^ tM» wete cetewd^'^ 

l4 
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many acres of groand, wbich facetb the tooth and south- 
west." 

" On the west side of this garden is a little bnilding, 
which is (as I remember) divided into a laboratory and 
a neat oratory, by Mr. Howard. Above the hill, on this 
west side, is a tliioket of black cherry-trees ; and the 
walks and the grounds abound with strawberries. The 
house was not made for grandeur, but retirement (a noble 
hermitage) i neat, elegant, and suitable to the modesty 
and solftode of the proprietor, a christian philosopher, 
who, in this iron age, lives up to that of the primitive 
times. Here Mr. Netrman (his steward,) gave me a 
Tery civil entertainment, according to his master*s order s 
where the pleasnres of the garden, &c. were so ravishing 
tliat I can never expect any enjoyment beyond it bat the 
kingdom of heaven. It is an agreeable surprize here to 
the stranger, that neither house nor garden can be dboo« 
vered till you come just at it, as if it squatted down to 
bide itself." 

'* In short, this estate is an epitome of paradise, and 
the garden of Eden seems, well imitated here. To give 
my reader a just notion of this is almost impossible.'' 

Salmon 9 ia describing the Deepdene, 
gives the following curious conjectures 
as to the antiquity of this spot : 

** If we were to search tlirough the island for a place 
to perform the religions rites of tlie Celts, nothing comes 
up to the amphitheatre of Deepden, adjoining to Cot- 
mandene. I will not say there ase any vestigia of their 
sacrifices^ but the place by natnce is so surprisingly con* 
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triTod for worship* or theatrical entertainmont| as if U 
had been cot out of the hill by haman hands. The figore 
of it teiApted the honourable Mr. Howard to torn it into 
a vineyard, and to grace it with all the variety planting 
and gardening could add. Tisat present woody on the 
north side to the top, and, probably, was such antieatJy on 
the eoncave side* No Druid could see this beauty neg- 
lected, nor donjit that nature had formed it for tbeiado- 
ration of the Deity* where sacrifice might be. perfertned 
i^ith the greatest solemnity, tlie scene commanding the 
veneration of the people, and the capacious theatre con^ 
taining a greater number than ever attended a shew of 
gladiators. On both sides this romantick place, stand 
hills of vast height, and beautiful aspect. Box-hill> 
and that of Mr. Tryon's warren,* on the north ; on the 
soatti^ White-Down and Lithc«hill. Leith is a corrup- 
tion of Lithe, signifying long^ whicii this bill correspond a 
with.'' 

''What is said upon this being merely conjecture, and 
without that degree of evidence we have generally for 
Roman antiquities, I pursue it no further, tbaniliat Cot- 
monden by the general voice of the neighbourhood, is 
called the best air in England. Tis much such an ob- 
servation should be made for a spot of twenty acres, un- 
less something antiently bad contributed to it. If Deep- 
dene was a place of British or Saxon worship,some healttih 
ful virtue might be imagined to overspread the verge.'' 

I descended from the terrace of Chart- 
Park into the long hope, or vale>as before 

*■ jM \ ' I ■ 

* Nttibary Park. 
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deisorilied. Here I was maeh gratified 
m^ith a pleasing picture of landscape- 
gacdeiuag; th^ quiet of echotpg delist aod 
the refreshing coolness of caTes md sub- 
terranean passages, aH which combined 
to render this spot a kiud of ^aihy re- 
gion. Flow6ir->gardeBs» hid ou* in p»-* 
terres, with much taste, here mingle the 
aspect of trim aeatness with rude uacul- 
tivatod nature^ in walks wiadkig thtaugh 
woods and plantations,and containing se- 
veral ruined grottoes and hermitages, well 
adapted, by their solitary sd^natiittiSy to 
study and reverie. The gardens are 
tastefully embellished with som^e elegant 
cast^, aad ia U;m midst of them 9m small 
baskis of water. 

Nearly adjoining the caverns is a neat 
taHeti, with the. foUqwiug veits^^ wi^toa 
by Lady 3urrell, the attthwess of seve* 
ral other poems. 

"This votive tablet w inscribed to the memory of the 
Holiourftble Charles Howard^ who built ao oraitory aad 
laboratory on this spot: lie died at the Deepdene^ 1714. 
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If worthy if learning, should with fame be crowned, 

If to superior talents, hanc be due; 
Let Btfm^rttM ^ktacioonaecrate thv ground 

Where ooAe the fairest flowers of sciesce pew. 

Within this calm retreat, th' illostrioos sage - 

Was wont his grateful orifions to paj» 
Here he perused the legendary pag^y 

Here gate fo ehenratry the feefing ckijf. 

CoFd to ambition, far from courts remoT*d, 
Though ^pulMtcd tiQ fill' tile «tMeB«iai/» part, 

He slndied nature in the patht he iov*d, 
Peace in his thoughts, and virtue in his heart. 

Soft may the breeze sigh tlirough the ivy boughs 
That shade tliis humbfe record of his worth ; 

Here may the robin undistnrb'd repose. 
And ftagvanl flowera adorn; the bathiw^d earth. 

JMnuoi'j^y 1792; 

^ Ty« vomantie estate dencemted to the 
hurt Dukeof NcMrfalkbutooe, vrho pulled 
down the dd house, and boilt the present 
noble. inansioD in its stead* His duebess 
waaver; fond of the gardens^ and formed 
a hermitage here, with all the humble re- 
quisites for a holy auehorite. The last 
duke sold the place in 1791, to the late 
Sir William Burrell, bart, who died in 



228 A PROM£NA]>E. 

1796. His lady resided here until her 
death, when the estate descended to Sir 
Charles Burrell, bart., who soM the whole 
property to Thomas Hope^ esq., the pre- 
sent possessor. 

Mr. Hope, it will be recollected, has 
a[4>lied the fine arts, with judgment, to 
the internal decoration of houses; and, has 
already published an important work on 
that subject, besides two works on antient 
and modern costume.* Mr. Hope has, 
however, lately re-appeared before the 
literary world, in a work which at once 
places him in the highest list of eloquent 
writers and superior men — viz. Anasta- 
sius ; or the Memoirs of a Modem Greek. 
There are, indeed, few books in the Eng- 
lish language which contain passages of 
greater power, feeling, and eloquence, 
than this novel, — which delineate frailty 
and vice with more energy and acuteness, 

* It should not be forj^otten, that to the liberality of 
Mr. Hope, Thorvalsden, tlie celebrated sculptor, is 
chiefly indebted for support and patronage^ 
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or describe historical scenes with such 
4>old imagery and such glowing language.* 
Contemporary criticism has tiniversally 
allowed it to be a work in which great 
and extraordinary talent is evniced. It 
aboupds in eloquent and sublime passa- 
ges,r-*in sense, — in knowledge of history, 
and in knowledge of human character ; 
— ^and a rapid sde of three large editions 
has proved these superior characteristics 
to have. been, amply recognized by the 
literary public. 

The Deepdene has been considerably 
improved and embellished by Mr. Hope ; 
and these improvements have not been 
confined to in-door comforts or additions. 
The grounds exhibit much taste, and un- 

♦ Tlie Edinburgh Reviewers, with a degree of plea- 
santry and causticity peculiar to those veterans in criti- 
cUni, ask '* Where has Mr. Hope hidden all bis elo- 
quence and poetry np to this hour?— How is it that 
he has, all of a sudden, burst out into descriptions, which 
would not disgrace the pen of Tacitus — and displayed a 
depth of feeling and yigonr of imagination which Lord 
Byron could not excel ? We do not shrink from one 
kyilable of this eulogy." 
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eenogp "m^riaty ta liwir dispoatt ; moAy in 
trn^, evtaj poieAm of tfa&estate abounds 
with pEQofs of tbft higUy-eniltvatad ge-« 
tivas andtaleii of their worthy proprietor. 
OmaiMBtoL brii^eft, porticoes lodges 
grMi^hfliiw%ei»igdm9, pisarieS) gates^ 
and «««i»0tiicMafta,hMa have mme pe^ 
ciiliftxitjr^ which deaatea they were de- 
«igfied: b]i so ordinary taate. The» fea- 
tareai»ficnidUBad.withtfaB besautiefi of a aa^ 
toml MDpbitiaMtvcr, (whose aides are em<* 
browned with woods and rocdcs,) success 
siyoly pmaaot the; moat iav^iog saeaes for 
tlielaxnry of aiediUdJbit^ and thohewitah* 
iDg reif^sy f^rapteiie and dMugfat* 

Aa a patioa of the wn^ iinpoiitant in-* 
^^tutitfas>. aadpoblic i«preivemeiit» in 
this parish, Mr. Hope is a liberal contri- 
butor; and the poor of the neighbourhood 
will ebeerftitty acknowledge him m one 
of their warmest benefactors. The inte- 
rior of the mansion is very superbly 
fitted up, and eontaias several rare {Ho* 
diictions of the fine arts. The famify 



^esisi^Matty retire thRher from tbe Hie« 
tfO{M>lli, wfcefe ^y have a splendid resU 
deii^e in Maoftfieldnstreet^ and a valaable 
gafltery of pictures, by masters of the 
ftr^t eefebrity ; iviiioh may be inspected 
threHigh tbe courtesy of their proprietor. 
Mr. Hopg po^esses immense wesAh^ and, 
it i^ but justice to say, he dispenses it 
with'pmeely nmnificeDce. 

I lelk the Dteepd^e by a gate opening 
to tiie Relgate^oFoad, where I cairght a 
Yifew of Pipbf9ohHQU9e^ the seat of W. 
Crawford, esq%, andso csalled froni its be- 
ing on thebank of the stream of that name. 
The resi^nee i» a platn stuccoed buM- 
ing, and the adjaomt gronndB are arrang- 
ed witK much neatees^. 

From hence I crossed several beautiful 
-tteadows, and ^sed a nea(^ residence, 
and a fleur-milt (m the banks of the river 
Mole« This path lead^, through some 
fidds, to the angle of the Reigate road, 
A bye- road, brmichiog off lethe left, winds 
over Box-Hiii^; t6 ^ viSages of Headley 
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and Walton ; aad a foot-path crosses the 
side of the hill, and ascmids to the firamooit^ 
This celebrated emiDence is situated ia 
the north range of chalk hills, beginning 
near Farnhamy in this county, and ex> 
tending from thence to Folkstaney in Kent. 
Its greatest elevation is over against the 
Grove, whidi is 446 feet perpendicular 
from the level of the Mole. Adjoining 
Box-Hill, on the east, is Brockham^ 
Hilly on which is a dump of trees/ 162 
feet higher than the woody part of Box- 
Hill. On the top is a farm»yard : and it 
is a remarkable circumstance that, from a 
spring here, water is obtained at only fif- 
teen feet from the surface of the ground, 
though at Denbies, on the opposite hill, it 
is drawn from the depth of 400 feet. 

Box- hill receives its name from the quan- 
tity of box-'Wood growing on it. Camden, 
speaking of it, calls it White-HiUy from 
its chalky soil, particularly at the part to* 
wards Burford Bridge; but Box-Hill is 
its true and antient name. It has been 



ROUND DQRKINa. 233 

asserted by writers, that the box was 
planted by Thomas Earl of Arundel, be- 
tween two and three centuries ago ; but 
there is authentic evidence of its being 
there long before his time : in all proba* 
bility, the tree is the natural produce of 
the soil. Indeed, this hill was never the 
Earl's property. Henry de Buxeto [i.e. 
Henry of Box-Hill,] and Adam de Buuteto 
were witnesses to deeds as early as the 
reign of King John or Henry III. 
Aubrey, speaking of Box-Hill, says : 

'' One part, north of this biil, is covered vrith jew- 
trees io great pleAty, and the best thai I have any where 
seen.* The&outh part is covered with tliick boscages of 
box-trees, which gives the name Io this hill. 

" I am told that, on this bill, juniper-trees have been 
in great plenty rf now they are mnch worn oat. 
' " From this hill, southward, is a large view^ over the 

* This part of the hill belongs to the Ashnrst estate, the 
property of A. Strahan, esq. the King's printer. The yews 
were mostly cut down by Mr. Robert Boxall, who pur- 
chased the estate in the year 1780. 

t Mieklefaam Downs, adjoining tills hill, abound with 
many of tiiese trees. 

I In ^^Ef^land:$ Gazetteer,** by Philip Luckombe, the 
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Wyld of Soney, (whiek if about mto* niile%) io^tlic 
Downs ID Saisex, wd to the fowii o/* lUrkiiigt wbieh Is 
fituated io the aoj^le of two prcttj valleys; westwards^ 
to HampMre, Berks, and Oxfordsktre, in which last 
may be lUiQerood n taft of ti«e»oli9 Wit, i«hie|i 1 guess 
to be Nettiehed: and to another blH» northwards, to* 
wards Windsor, viz. Cowper*$'Hill in Middlesex. 

'' The soil is cbaHc, and was the inberitance of Sir Adam 
Bruw»«, now Mr. EenwiokV. The grrol qivittity wA 
tUicteess of the box-wood yielded a coavcnient privacy 
for lovers, who fre^nently meet here ; so (bat it is an 
XStgUsh Daphne. The gentry often resorted here fron 
SUuhmt hot1bowNHMiiaBuioli^deoi9«dttow,.ftBillifife 
depredations have beenmad^ on H b^ tbaprafentposaesaory 
(Mr. Fenwick,) who is only a tenant for his life. The hill 
rans continaedly from hence to Kent, and so to Doven it 
lainieftnpted by the little Galley, an^ssroni^bjiGfliililfbfd 
town. On the South Downs of tins eooHly, nnd in thoao 
of Sussex, lice the biggest snails that ever i saw, twice oc 

f#UowlBg notice is taken of this hill :*-*' TbeK is a large 
warren n^on it, but no houses; only arbonis, cut out in th^ 
box-wood on the top of the hill, where are sold refreshments 
of all sorts, for tiie gentlemen and ladies who come hither te 
divert themselves in its labyrinths ; for which reason a eer- 
tain anther has thought fit to call It the Palace qf Venus, 
and also the Temp&b of Natukb; there being an enchant- 
ing prospect from it of a fine eonntry, which is scarce to be 
equalled, fot aflbrding so mrpriskig and magmficent an idea 
both of earth and sky.** This is probity extracted from 
some other writer* 



Hiree timet m bi$ »# oor QoniniQp «iimJ», wliicb lu*!; t]io 
J3a«oli>or Drivalle; Mihioh Mr. Elites Asbmolc tells me, 
tliat the Lord Marshal* brouirht from Italy, and scat- 
tered them on the Dawas hereaboota, and betivecn 
Alliqrji Md fiond^y, where are the bt^gevt ^f aU/' 

The box-trees on the hills are much 
thinned, from frequent and general cut- 
ting ; although at this time they are re« 
coverings as they have been untouched 
ibr the last few years. The box-wood has 
at various times produced the proprietors 
of this estate a great profit In an ac- 
count rendered to Ambrose, the son of 
Sii^Iifotthew Browne, by his guardian, the 
receipt for one year, to Michaelmas 1608, 
for box*trees, cut dawn upon the sheep- 
waik on this hill, is £50. In an account 
of West Betchworth Manor, taken in 
1712, it is supposed that as much had 

■ Wt W W F W ■ " * I • ' ' ' ■ ■■ n ^i^i ' . ' ' ' ' ■! I II 

. ^ ThttwasoneoftheEariaof AnHi<iklaad£AidiM«JP9ha|. 
It is» paobaJ>l3r> fsom tiuMneii m^^vmU that the etc^F, 9m- 
eiHmif tlNTidwtiacqf thftbo]it«0]iaef thaEarla^ 
bM^mHK The sDaila were hroui^t tbithej for the Gountev 
^ |L«9iMlk}, who was accustomed to dress mi «at Ui^m for 
^ . q«Ofl»m]|tive coaapli^iit . , 
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been cut down^ within a few years before, 
as amounted to £3000.* 

I wandered amidst the groves and 
trackless paths of this elysiumy until the 

* losignificant as this shrub appeari, It baa been to its 
owners a source of considerable proOt. But the ships 
from the Lievant brought such quantities of it in baRast, 
that the wood on the hill conld not find a purchaser, ao4, 
not having been cut for sixty-five ^rear^, was growing 
cankered. The war diminished the influx from the Me- 
diterranean ; several purchasers offered ; and, in 1795, 
Sir H. Mildfpay put it up by auction at .f 12,000. TbfB 
•depredations made on Box-Hill, in consequence of this 
sale, did not injure its picturesque beauty, as it is twelve 
years in cutting, which gives each portion a reasonable 
time to renew, — Giipin, 

" These trees rise naturally/* says Evelyn, " in Kent, 
at Bexley ; and in Surrey, givingname to Box-Hill. He 
that, in winter, should behold some of our highest bills in 
Surrey clad with whole woods of them, for divers miles 
in circuit, as in those delicious groves of them belonging 
to the late Sir Adam Browne, of Betchworth Castle, roiglit 
easily fancy himself transported Into some new or en- 
chanted country/' The enchantment, alaal has been long 
broken. Mr. Miller, in 1750, lamented that tbe trees on 
^ Box-Hill had been then pretty much destroyed ; thougli 
many remained of considerable bigness. Tbe deatmotion 
ttince that time has been much greater. Not only this 
hill near Dorking, in Surrey and Bexley in Kent, bat 
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all-glorious sun shed his magnificent rays 
over the delightful scene. Beneath me 
lay extended a tract of country^ which has 
been aptly termed *' the Garden op 
SuRREir;" and includes, in one splendid 
pstnomma, all the congregated charms of 
the valley thnnigh which I had been jour- 
neying. 

A stump of wood, rising from one of 

the prominent points of the hill^ denotes 

the burial-place of Major Labelliere, an 

I officer in the Marines. This gentleman, 

Boxwell in CoteswoldyGIoacestersbiro^ was named from 
tills tree. Mr. Woodward remarks it as plentiful on the 
cbatk-hills near Dunstable. 

The Eoglisb wood is esteemed inferior to tbM wbicb 
comes from tbe Levant; and the American box is said 
to be preferable to ours. 

Tbe Romans clipped box into form, for which nothing 
is more fit, says Pliny : ** Ut qua (arbor) (A dmU sub* 
wuceniei iuradoi U frondeif in animaUum oKorunws 
^ffigut eompani et detonderi prm a/ta qwBomque apta 
eitJ* And Martial observes of tbe garden at Bassus's 
conntry-boQse; 

otloftis ordiMta myrtetis, 
Vidaaque Platano, tonsillque buxeCo, 

EncycUfp, Londinensis. 
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in ^t\y life, fell in love widi a lady^ v^ho, 
dtiiough he was reoiarka^y fattidsdnie in 
person, eTeBtmdly rejected hit «iddre£»es ; 
n circaniAtatice which ^xM BOt fail to 
infltet a deep woimd on his ddicate fflitid. 
It WM not, however, till many years af- 
ter, that hU reason became aetnafiy ob« 
soured. At this time, the late Duke of 
I>evoDshire, who bad formeriy been tery 
fond of his eompany, albwad him a pen- 
sion of i^lOO. a-year for life. 

He resided at Chiswkk, wbende ho 
frequently walked to London, IJrflowed by 
a tribe of ragged boys, whom he would 
occasionally harangue ; both his pockets 
being, generally, filled, to ati overflow, 
with newspapers and political pamphlets, 
From^ Chiswick he came to settle at 
Dorking ; where, from his ntter inatteii^ 
tion to common cleanliness, he acquired 
the appellation of *^ the walking dung- 
hill." Numerous are the anecdotes which 
might be quoted of his eccentricities. 
Among these is the following : — To a 
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genthtxam^ with wham he was in habits 
c^ intimacy^ he prefinaAed a parcel^ ca- 
rtously folded aod sealed^ with a parti* 
cular injimciifm not to open it till afiter 
his death. This request was strictly com- 
plied with ; bat> on opening the packet, 
it was found to contain merely a plain 
n^moraiadum-book. — »By his o^n request, 
he was buried, without church«rites> on 
this beautiful eminence, with his head 
downwards ; it being a constant assertion 
with him, '* that the world was turned 
topsy-turvy y and, therefore, at the end of 
it he should be right.'' 

At the foot of this hill, the charming 
grounds of the Burford estate, and the 
Grove, present an inter^ting little coiip 
d'ceily disfdaying their rich verdant lawns, 
studded with stately trees, and intersect- 
ed with narrow winding paths* Beyond 
these delicious retreats is the pleasant 
neighbourhood of Westhumble. To the 
right, the prospect stretches away through 
the romantic vale of Norbury, to Lether- 
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head, and the once-famed vicuiity of 
Epsok ;* and, in another direction, to the 
variegated country of Kingston, and the 
enchanting scenery of " Esher's groves," 
To the left, the delightful town and neigh- 
bourhood of Dorking appears, surrounded 

* Mr. Toland gives the following vigoroas deMription 
of this place : — 

** Yoa have resolved (as yoa do every thing) to par- 
chase a summer retreat, cost what it will, somewhere in 
Ibis neighbourhood. But, whether you gently step over 
my favourite meadows, planted on all sides quite to 
Woodcot seat, in whose long grove I oflenest converse 
with myself; or that you walk further on to Ashted house 
and park, the sweetest spot of ground in our British 
world; or ride still farther, the enchanted prospect of - 
Box-Hill, that temple of nature, no-where else to be 
equalled for affording so surprising and magnificent an 
idea both of heaven and earth ; whether you lose your- 
self in the aged yew-groves of Micklebam, as the river 
Mole does hide itself in the shallows beneath, or that yoa 
bad rather try your patience in angling for trouts about 
Letherhead ; whether you go to some cricket-match, or 
other prizes of contending villagers, or choose to breathe 
your horse* at a race, and to follow a pack of hounds in 
the proper weather ; whether, I say, you delight in any 
or every one of these, Epsom is the place you must like 
before aliothers." 
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by die woody heigfate df the Deepdeae, 
Wottoil, and Denfaaes, and the wild ex-* 
ponte of the Hoknesdale^md Letth-Hill ; 
and, beyond these, the whole of Sussex, 
tq l;he South Downs, at %he distance of 
tlilrty-^x miles ! 

In the magnificent scene viewed from 
thkf hilly pivot, the emulative handicraft 
of man had contrived to raise a few' 
puby edifices, whose proud roofs were 
f»&k just overtopping Uie ^liage of ^^ 
SHiTOto&ding woods. The day w^ould; 
however, have bee» spent much less 
profitably in examining their interiors. 
T%ere, perhftps, I might have beheld spe-* 
cimens of exquisitely-finished workman- 
ship, and unique models cf taste. Their 
walk and galleries niight be bung with 
the matchless productions of eminent 
masters in the different schods, and pro- 
fusely decorated by the magic peilcil of 
art ; and their libraries furnished more as 
ostentatious ornaments, than for their in- 
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trinsic value, and " whose very indices 
are not to be read over in an age.' ' 

The great error of mankind appears to 
be in overstraining art^ and thus inter- 
dicting the endless variety of enjoyment 
which nature continually presents for the 
, extension of our present comforts. A city, 
crammed with a million of human be- 
ings, is thus preferred to the retirement 
of the country, merely because it is the 
grand mart for every commodity which 
industry and ingenuity can furnish. There, 
huddled together, creature is grappling 
with creature, in trafficking controversy. 
Thousands are pouring forth from crowd- 
ed habitations, inhaling noxious vapours; 
others are sinking under their daily toil, 
from lassitude and bodily exhaustion: 
and there, perhaps, may be seen tbe 
wealthy and the great, whose villas are 
tenantless until the chilling damps of au- 
tumn shall have impaired the country of 
its meridian splendour. The country, at 
all seasons of the year, has its special 



pleasures to divert the mind, and, at the 
same time, to replenish it with useful 
knowledge. — " I never in my life/' says 
Dennis, '^ left the country without re^ 
gret, and . always returned to it with 
joy. The sight of a mountain is more 
agreeable thad that of the most pompous* 
edifices; and meadows and naturally- 
winding streams please me before the 
most beautiful gardens and the most 
eostly canals." Thousands, who have 
emerged from the metropolis to visit the 
KLYsivM OF Box-Hill, have there reite- 
rated these i^entiments, wiUi rapturous 
and souUstirring ecstasy ! 

I. How descended the steep, aided by 
the roots and clumps, to a winding walk 
overhung with foliage.* Here the silence 
of the scene was broken by the gentle 
tricklings of the river Molb, which glides 
at the foot of the hill ; about which so 
oiuch cavil and controversy has been 

* At each end of tbis walk is a locked gate, and a 
board stating it to be private property. 

m2 
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excited. Mr. Middteton^ the agricuUa- 

i^ist, saydy ^^ the Mde, like aU other riTers, 

i& carrying, die. £iie6t^.and decomposed 

parts of the soii^. .which happen to lie in 

its, course, toward&^the sea. Hence, the 

river washes.the marl and s^and from itn* 

der a part of^Box^^HilLand the adjoining 

meadows^ In^tbis manner^ cavities ^und 

under^grQUnd..paB8ag^s ara mad^; and 

the. similitude of the {dace to the laboors 

of the^mole, has .been the occasion of 

naming, the river. Into ^these oayities, 

many patcbeaiof thenper-strata (or mea« 

dowJand of Mrs. Barclay) fa»Ye sank ; 

and these places are cajjed 4iWALLovrs." 

. . Mr^ Aubrey informs us , thaty ^ ^ in 1760, 

one night, by the road-sidey fell dowu a 

great deal of earth on one side of the fatll, 

and was a great pit of about 4liirty feet 

deep: At the bottom, they coukL- discover 

water > running over the eartb sunk in/' 

On the south side,about ninety 3mr(teoast 

of the HajQ and Hounds, three odier pits, 

lying on the sida of the hill near the road, 
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proceeded from the same cause, though 
of an earlier date. 

Salmon, in describing the Mole, says, 
** TWs river rises in St. Leonard's Fo- 
rest, in Sussex, and is called the Mole, 
from a great part of the water sinking 
into the earth belo^r the two bridges^ and 
Inirsting out. again near JLetherhead." 
Pope, likewise, Qom.mc^prates this riveir 
iu.hiu Windsor Forest : , ^ 

*^ The soUea Mole, that dives his hiding flood.'' 

I wandered dirough this rural para«» 
dise^ which comniupicates with the plea-^ 
Sfirergrpunds of the Hare and Hounds 
^nn, ^t the foot of the hill. At the 
^fid of a shady walk, which may be said 
to be a miniature representation of the 
Druid's, or Lover's Walk, at VauxhaU- 
Gwdens, a small wooden bridge commu- 
nicates with the Burford estate.* This 

* In tills part, ^e ti;unk of an aged tree extend^ across 
the river, and is often mentioned as the obstacle which 
occasioned the droivning of some adventurous gentle- 
men, wbo^ some years ago^ attempted fo nayigttte, the 
MoU. The water being high, the tree was hidden; when 
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walk opens into the lawn, &c^at the back 
. of the inn ; where are a rustic alcove, and 
two neat moss-houses. 
' This inn was formerly an obscure pub- 
lic-house, and owes much of its present 
celebrity to the conviviality of some of the 
firstcitizens of the metropolis. Their libe- 
rality has, however, been amply deserved 
by theexcellent accommodations provided 
by the present proprietor and his family, 
who have possessed the concern from its 
first establishment. It has, during that 
time, been the favourite resort of the ban^ 
iivant; and there are few to be met with, 
in the convivial circles of our metropolis, 
who have not passed many mirthful hours 
here ; and many may well date the happiest 
period of their existence from this spot.^ 
Here the gallant Nelson, in company 
with Sir William and Lady Hamilton, 

their boal, striking against it, was opset, and some of the 
party were drowned by tbe rapidity of the corrent. 

* To my London acquaintance, I cannot suggest a 
pleasanter mode of passing a day, than by driying to tbi« 
spot on a fine open morning, either in the months of May, 
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enjoyed several days of calm. retirement, 
a short time before he quitted England to 
take the command of that glorious expe- 
ditioa which raised him to immortality. 

Hence the road crosses the Mole by 
Bwford'bridge, and winds off to Dorking. 

The following poetical description of 
these paradisiacal regions is from the pen 
of Mrs. Barbauld, on her experiencing 
their powerful attractions during a resi- 
dence here for a few days. 

What low building is that, so iavitin^ly neat. 
Where the way-faring man at the door finds a seat. 
With prospects so enchanting his mind to refill ?^ 
•Tis the cottage that stands at the foot of the hill. 
From the hmoke, and the din, and the horry of town. 
Let the «are- wearied cit to this spot hasten down; 
And, embosom*d in shades, hear the lark«lnirin« shrill 
In the cottage that stands at the foot of the hill; 
Let the fierce partv-zeaiot suspend his alarms. 
Nor here dream o( iurasion, or talic of arms; 
Here the sweet charms of Natnre his passions shall still. 
As he treads the soft larf at the foot of the hill. 
Herethe belle, that is drooping from crowds andlight-air. 
May her freshness renew, andlier roses repair : » ' "'^» 
And the rfick gather health, without doctoi- or pill. 
By a walk from the top to the foot of the hill. 

S**'*?!.*^^ *?*** *® ^¥ co^fage, and health to the plains : 
Ever blithe be your damsels, and constant your swains : 
S^ifn^liy industry. Peace, and Contentment, reign stiU. 
While the Mole softly creeps at the foot of the hill. ' 



Angust, or September, On arriving at Box-Hill, I 
would recommend them <o hreakfast; after whicbi to 
follow the circuitous route described in the foregoing 
pages, and return to Box-Hill to dinner. This is a bill 
OF FARE, which rivals With the luxurious excursiooi to 
the "LOVELIEST OF HILLS," whosc resplendent beauties 
have been sosoblimelj commemorated by the Poet of the 
year. 
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My reader wilT readily' imagine (hat I 
reFactantfy take leave of such safolime 
subjects. Thousands have already revel- 
led among the exquisite sceneis wyefa it 
has been my aim to describe, with a view 
of affording similar gratification to those 
who, hitherto, have not witnessed their 
beauties: The preceding pages consist 
. of the recorded incidents of a sin^e day ; 
and those who have visited tiie respective 
sites have, I trust, retraced in this volume 
the most interesting features of their 
journey. The reflections deduced from 
them only serve to verify the old adage, 
viz. that '^ ar^ is long, and Ufe but short ;" 
and it may be added, that the futility of the 
former, \v^en compared with the lubricity 
of the latter, should teach us, like the Em- 
peror Vespasian, to record the incidentik 
of our lives ; so that, on referring to tlie 
pages of our Diary, we may there enjoy 
the unimpaired transports of a pleasing 
retrospect. 

THE END. 

J. «b4 C. Adln^, Prlaters, - 

at, BtrtfMliMMvChiie. A 
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